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CHAP. ILXXXVI. 


Peregrine receives a letter from Hatchway, in 
Conſequence of which he repairs to the garriſon, 
and performs the laſt offices to his aunt, He is 


viſited by Mr Gauntlet, who invites him to 18 
marriage. 


N this circle of amuſements our hero's 
time was parcelled out, and few young 
_ gentlemen of the age enjoyed life with 


greater reliſh, notwithſtanding thoſe inter- 
vening checks of reaſon, which ſerved only to 
whet his appetite for a repetition of the plea- 
ſures he fo prudently condemned; when he 
received the following letter, by 3 he was 


* 
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my lord, demanding entrance at the fer the 
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| Covsin piexla, 


1 * Hope you are in a better trim than your 


aunt, who hath been faſt moored to her 


bed theſe ſeven weeks by ſeveral feet of un- 
der-water logging in her hold and hollop, 
whereby I doubt her planks are rotted, ſo as 
ſhe cannot chuſe but fall to pieces in a ſhort 


time. I have done all in my power to keep 


her tight and eaſy, and free from ſudden 
ſqualls that might overſtrain her. And here 


have been the doctors, who have ſkuttled her 


lower deck, and let out fix gallons of water. 
For my own part, I wonder how the devil it 
came there; for you know as how It was a 
liquor ſhe never took in. But, as for theſe 
fellows the doctors, they are like unſkilful 


carpenters, that in mending one leak, maxe 


a couple; and fo ſhe fills again apace. But 


the worſt ſign of all is this here, ſhe won't let 


a drop of Nantz go betwixt the combings of 
ber teeth, and has quite loſt the rudder of 


her underſtanding, whereby ſhe yaws woun- 


dily in her ſpeech, palavering about ſome 


foreign part called the New Geereuſalem, 
and wiſhing herſelf in a ſafe birth in the river 
Geordun. The parſon, I muſt ſay, ſtrives 


to keep her ſteady, concerning the . ene 
of her ſoul, and talks very ſenſibly of charity 
and the poor, whereof. the hath left a legacy 


of two hundred pounds in her will And 
here has been Mr Gamaliel and your brother 


would Not Flu r _ 


-order to ſee her; bur 
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to come aboard, and pointed my patereroes 


which made B ſheer off. Your ſiſter Mrs 


Clover keeps cloſe watch upon her kinſwoman, 


without ever turning in, and a kind hearted 
young woman it is. I ſhould be glad to ſee 
you at the garriſon, if the wind of your in- 
clination fits that way; and mayhap it may be 


a comfort to your aunt, to behold you along 


fide of her when her anchor is apeak. So no 
more at preſent, but reſts 


Your fr tend 
And bumble Servant to command, 
Jon Harehwar. | 


Next morning, after the receipt of this 


epiſtle, Peregrine, in order to manifeſt his 
regard to his aunt, as well as his friendſhip 
for honeſt Jack, ſet out on hor {eback for their 


habitation, attended by Pipes, who longed to 
fee his old meſs mate; but before he reached 


the garriſon, Mrs Hatchway had given up 
the ghoſt, in the threeſcore and fifth year of 


her age. The widower ſeemed ta bear his 
loſs with reſignation, and behaved very de- 
cently upon the occaſion, though he did not 
undergo thoſe dangerous tranſports of ſorrow, 
which ſome tender hearted hufbands have felt 


at the departure of their wives, The lieu- 
tenant was naturally a philoſopher, and fo 


well diſpoſed ro acquieſce in the diſpenſations 


of providence, that in this, as well as in 
e other e of his life, he firmly 
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believed that every thing which happened was 
for the beſt, 
Peregr ns talk, therefore, was not ſo. 
great in comforting him, as in conſoling his 
own ſiſter, who with great poignancy and ſin- 


cerity of grief, lamented the death of the on- 


ly relation with whom ſhe had maintained any 
intimacy of correſpondence; for her mother 
Was as implacable as ever, in her enmity 
againſt her and Peregrine, and rather more 
determined in her rancour, that which was 
originally a ſudden tranſport of indignation, 
being by this time ſettled into a confirmed in- 
veteracy of hate, As for Gam, who was 
now dignified by the country people with the 
appellation of the young Squire, he ſtill acted 
in the capacity of miniſter to the caprice and 
_ vengeance of his mother, taking all oppor- 
tunities of diſturbing Julia's peace, flander- 
ing her reputation, and committing outrages 
againſt the tenants and domeſtics of her huſ- 
band, who was a man of a quiet and timorous 
diſpoſition. 
But the chief 3 of young Pickle,. 
in his later years, was the chace, in which he 
acquired ſome renown by his intrepidity and 
remarkable figure, which improved every day 
in deformity, inſomuch, as to ſuggeſt a ludi- 
crous ſcheme of revenge to a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood. Having been affronted by 
the inſolence of Crookback, he cloathed a 
large baboon that was in his poſſeſſion, in a 
dreſs that reſembled the hunting equipage of 


Cam; and ordering the animal to be let a- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 5 
ſtride, and tied upon the back of his keeneſt 
hunter, turned them out one day after the 
hounds. The horſe in a little time outſtrip- 
ping all the reſt in the field, the rider was 


miſtaken for Gam by the whole company, Who 
ſaluted him as he paſſed with a hollow, obſer- 


ving that the ſquire had his uſual good luck, 


in being better mounted than his neighbours. 
Pickle afterwards appearing in his own per— 
ton, created great aſtoniſhment in the ſpecta- 
tors, one of whom aſked, if he had ſplit himſelf 
in twain, and pointed out his repreſentative, 
who was by this time almoſt up with the 


hounds: upon which the identicy] Gam went 
in purſuit of the impoſtor. When he over-- 


took him he was ſo much enraged at the 
counterfeit, that he attacked the baboon whip 


in hand, and, in all probability would have 


ſacrificed him to his reſentment, had not he 
been prevented by the other foxhunters. 
They interpoſed, in order to make up the dif- 
ference betwixt two brothers of the ſport, and 


were equally ſurpriſed and diverted, when 


they diſtinguiſhed the quality of Crookback's 
antagoniſt, which they reſcued from his rage, 
and reconveyed to its maſter, 
Peregrine, at the requeſt of his friend 
Jack, took charge of his aunt's funeral, to 


which his parents were invited, though they | 


did not think proper to appear, or pay the 
leaſt regard to his ſolicitations, when he de- 


| fired permiſſion to wait upon them in perſon. 
| Nevertheleſs, old Gamaliel, at the inſtigation 
of his wife, afterwards obtained an order 
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from Doctor's Commons, obliging Hatchway 


to produce the will of his wife, on the ſuppo- 


nion that ſhe had bequeathed to him ſome 
part of the money which (he knew) was at 
her own diſpoſal. But from this ſtep he reap- 
ed no other ſatisfaction than that of finding 
himſelf altogether neglected by the teſtatrix, 
who had left all her effects to her huſband, 


except ope thouſand pounds with her jewels, 


to Julia? s daughter, the benefaction mention- 
ed in the lieutenant's letter, and ſome incon- 
ſiderable legacies to her favourite domeſtics. 


A few days after the interment of this good 


lady, our hero was apreeably ſurpriſed with 
a vilit from his friend Godfrey, who had 
. come to England in confequence of that pro- 
motion which he owed to his intereſt, though 
the ſoldier himſelf placed it to the credit of a 
certain. courtier who had formerly promiſed 
to befriend him, and now finding his advance- 

ment unowned, very modeſtly arrogated the 
merit of it to himſelf. He communicated his 
good fortune to Pickle, who complimented 


him upon it as an event of which he had no 


precognition, and at the fame time told him, 
thit, in conſequence of his preferment, his 
couſin at Windſor had conſented to his being 
immediately united in the bands of wedlock. 
with his lovely Sophy; that the wedding. day 


was already fixed; and that nothing would be 


wanting to his happineſs, if Peregrine would 
honour the nuptials with his preſence. 


Our hero accepted the invitation with 


wg great ER when he learned that Emilia 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. I. 
would be there in quality of bride's maid ; and 
now repeated what he had formerly written 
to his friend, namely, that he was not only 
willing, but extremely impatient to attone for 
his mad behaviour to that young lady, by lay- 
ing himſelf and his whole fortune at her feet. 
Godfrey thanked him for his honourable ir- 
= tention, and promiſed to uſe his influence, and 
that of Sophy, in his behalf, though he ſeem- 
ed dubious of their ſucceſs,” on account of his 
ſiſter's delicacy which could not pardon the 
| leaſt ſhadow of diſreſpet, He owned, in- 

deed, he was not certain that ſhe would ap- 

& + pear in the ſame company with Pickle ; but as 
2 ſhe had made no ſtipulations on that ſcore, he 
would interpret her ſilence in the molt fa. 
= vourable manner, and keep her in ignorance 
of his deſign, until ſhe ſhoald find it too late 
to retract with any. decency. The hope of 
ſeeing and converſing with Emilia, and per- 
| haps of being reconciled to her, after havin 
ſuffered ſo much and fo long from her diſplea- 
ſure, raiſed a tumult of ideas in his breaſt, 
and produced a ſtrange inquietude of joy and 
| "Perturbation. Gauntlet having ſtayed with 
bim a few days, and ſignified the time ap- 
pointed for his ſpouſals, took his leave, in 
order to prepare for the occaſion; while Pe- 
regrine, with his friend Hatchway, made a 
tour among his acquaintance in the colintry's 
with a view of ſounding their inclinations 
1 touching a project which he had lately con? 
1 ceived, of offering himſelf as a. candidate for. a 
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8 THE ADVENTURES OF 
- certain borough | in the neighbourhood, at the 
enſuing election for members of parhament. 
This ſcheme, which was ſuggeſted to him 
by one of his quality patrons, would have ſuc- 
. ceeded according to his with, had the election 
taken place immediately; but beſore that 
happened, his intereſt was overbalanced by 
ſome ſmall accidents that will be recorded in 
the ſequel. In the mean time he repaired to 
Windſor on the eve of his friend's marriage, 
[and underſtood from Godfrey, that it was with 7 
I the utmoſt difficulty he. and Sophy could pre- 1 
Vail upon his ſiſter to be preſent at the wed- > 
ding, when ſhe was informed that her lover = 
1 Was invited; and that her conſent had not 
1 been obtained until they had promiſed, on the 
[part of Peregrine, that he ſhould not renew. 
the old topic, nor even ſpeak to her in the | 
T — fiyle of a former acquaintance. Wi 
 M Our young gentleman was nettled at. this 1 
. preliminary, to which, however, he ſaid he 77 
| would adhere; and ry well did he think him 
þ ö ſelf fortified with pride and reſentment, that 
ff He reſolved to behave towards her with ſuch 
2 indifference, as would, he hoped, mortify her 
vanity, and thereby puniſh her for the im- 
- placability of her diſpoſition. Armed with 
_ theſe ſentiments, he was next day introduced 
by Godfrey to the bride, who received him 
with her uſual ſweetneſs of temper and affabi- 
lity; and Emilia being preſent, he ſaluted 
| her with a diſtant bow, which ſhe acknow- 
8 - edged with a cold court'ſy, and an aſpect of 
| 200 Though this e confirmed his 
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diſpleaſure, her beauty undermined his reſo- 
| lution ; he thought her charms were infinitely | 
improved ſince their laſt parting, and a thou- 
ſand fond images recurring to his imagination, 
he felt his whole foul dillolving into tender- 
neſs and love. 
In order to baniſh thoſe dangerous ideas, 
he endeavoured to enter into a gay converſa- 
tion with Sophy, on the ſubject of the ap- 
proaching ceremony; but his tongue perform- 
ed its office aukwardly, his eyes were attract- 
ed towards Emilia, as if they had been ſub- 
je to the power of faſcination ; in ſpite of 
all his efforts, a deep ſigh eſcaped from his 
boſom, and his whole appearance indicated 
- anxiety and confuſion. 
045 The bridegr oom perceiving his condition; 
abridged the viſit, and having conducted his 
1 companion to his own lodgings, expreſſed his 
concern at having been the innocent occaſion 
i of his une aſineſs, by expoſing him to the fight 
of Emilia, which he perceived bad given him 
pain. Peregrine, who had by this time re- 
collected the dictates of his pride, aſſured him, 
that he was very much miſtaken in the cauſe 
of his diforder, which was no other than a 
ſudden qualm, to which he had been for ſome 
time ſubject; and to ſhew him how philoſo - 
phically he could bear the diſdain of Emilia, 
which, with all deference to her conduct, he 
could not help thinking a little too ſevere, he 
_ defired, as the bridegroom had made prepara- 
tion for a private ball in the evening, that he 


= would provide him with an agreeable par _ 
Vor. IV B 
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in which caſe he would exhibit undoubted 
| proof of the tranquillity of his heart. 
was in hopes (anſwered Godfrey) of being 
able, with the aſſiſtance of Sophy, to make 
up matters between you and my faſter, and 
for that reaſon kept her unengaged to any o- 
ther gentleman for the night; but ſince ſhe 
Was ſo peeviſhly obſtinate, I ſhall take care to 
accommodate you with a very handſome young 
lady, whoſe partner will not be Jorry to ex- 
* her for Emilia.“ WO 
The thoughts of having an opportunity to | ü 
coquet with another woman, under the eye 
of this implacable miſtreſs, ſupported his ſpi- = 
Tits during the ceremony which put Gauntlet ©” 
in poſſeſſion of his heart's deſire; and, by 
means of this cordial, he found himſelf ſo un. 
_ diſturbed at dinner, though he fat oppolite to 
his fair enemy, that he was able to paſs ſome 
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i} occaſional jokes upon the new married couple 

| with ſome appearance of mirth and good hu. b 
Ji mour. Nor did Emily any otherwiſe ſeem 7 
1 affected by his preſence, than by excepting = 
111 im from the participation of thoſe genial re- oF 
F  gards which ſhe diſtributed to the reſt of the 7 
® company. This eaſineſs of behaviour on her 
VM | fide, reinforced his reſolution, by giving him 
ot pretence to call her ſenſibility in queſtion ; for 
— he could not conceive how any woman of a. 

F cute feeling could (it unmoved, in preſence of 

1 a man with whom ſhe had ſuch recent and in-. 

„ timate connexion : not conſidering, that e 
it Had much more reaſon to condemn his affecta. 
Jon of uncancern, A and that her arias de- £4 
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portment might, like his own, be an effort of 
ride and reſentment, 
This conteſt, in point of diffralation, con- 


tinued till night, when the company was pair- 
ed for dancing, and Peregrine began the ball 


by walking a minuet with the bride; then he 
took out the young lady to whom he was re- 


commended by Gauntlet, being very well 
| Pleaſed to ſee that her perſon was ſuch as 
might have inſpired even Emily herſelf with 


jealouſy, though, at the {ame time, he per- 


. ceived his miſtreſs coupled with a gay young 


officer, whom (with all due deference to his 


Own qualifications) he conlidered as no deſpi- 


cable rival. However, he himſelf finſt began 


hoſtilities, by becoming all of a ſudden parti- 
cular with his partner, whom he forthwith 
_ alfailed with flattering compliments, that ſoon 
introduced the ſubject of love, upoa which he 


expariated with great art and elocution, uſin 
not only the faculty of ſpeech, but alſo the 


language of the eyes, in which he was a per- 


ſect connoiileur. 
Tnis behaviour ſoon manifeſted irCelf to the 
whole aſſembly, the greatelt part of whom be- 


lieved that he was in good earneſt captivated 
by the charms of his partner, while Emilia 
penetrating into his defign, turned his own 
artillery upon himſelf, by ſeeming to liſten 
wich pleaſure to the addreſſes of his rival, 
who was no novice in the art of making love: 
ſhe even affected uncommon vivacity, and gig- 
gled aloud ar every whiſper which he convey- 

ed into her ear, inſomuch that ſhe, i in a 


Bi 


+ 


12 TRE ADveNTUREs or 


turn, afforded ſpeculation to the company. 
Who imagined the young ſoldier had made a 
conqueſt of the bridegroom's ſiſter. 
Pickle himſelf began to cheriſh the ſame 
opinion, which gradually invaded his good 
humour, and, at length, filled his boſom 
with rage. He ſtrove to ſuppreſs his indig- 
Nation, and called every conſideration of va- 
nity and revenge to his aid: he endeavoured 
to wean his eyes from the fatal object that di- = 
ſturbed him, but they would not obey his 0 
direction and command; he wiſhed himſelf 
_ deprived of all ſenſation, when he heard her 
laugh and ſaw her ſmile upon the officer ; 
and, in the courſe of country dancing, when 
he was obliged to join hands with her, the 
touch thrilPd through all his nerves, and 
Fbindled a flame within him which he could not 
contain. In a word, his endeavours to con- 
ceal the ſituation of his thoughts, were ſo 
violent, that his conſtitution could not endure 
the Mock; the ſweat ran down his forehead 
In: a: ſtream, the colour vaniſhed from his 
_ cheeks, his knees began to totter, and his 
eyeſight to fail: ſo that he mult have fallen at 
his full length upon the floor, had not he re- 1 
tired very abruptly into another room, where 8 
he threw himſelf upon a couch and fainted. 7 
In this condition he was found by his friend, 
| who feeing bim withdraw with ſuch ſymptoms 
of diſorder, followed him thither ; and when 
he recovered the uſe of his faculties, preſſed 
him to make uſe of a bed in that houſe, rather 
than expoſe himſelf in the night air, by going 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 13 
home to his own lodgings; but not being able 


to prevail upon him to accept the offer, he 


wrapped him up in a cloak, and conducted. 
him to the inn where he lodged, helped him 
to undreſs and go to bed, where he was im- 
mediately ſeized with a violent fit of the ague. 
Godfrey behaved with great tenderneſs, and 


would have actually bore him company all 
night, notwithſtanding the circumſtances of 


his own ſituation, had not his friend inſiſted 
upon his returning to the company, and ma- 


king his apology- to his partner for his ſudden 
. 


This was a ſtep abſolutely neceſſary towards 


maintaining the quiet of the afſembly, which 
he found in great conſternation, occaſioned 


by his abſence; for ſome of the ladies ſeeing 
the bridegroom follow the ſtranger in his re- 
treat, the meaning of which they did not com- 


prehend, began to be afraid of a quarrel. 


Emilia, upon pretence of that ſuppoſition, 
was fo much alarmed, that ſhe could not 


ſtand, and was fain to have recourſe to A 


ſmelling bottle. 
The bride, who underſtood the ds my- 
ſtery, was the only perſon that acted with de- 


liberation and compoſure ; ſhe imputed Emi- 
lia's diſorder to the right cauſe, which was 
no other than concern for the condition of her 


lover, and aſſured the ladies there was no- 


thing extraordinary in Mr Pickle's going off, 
he being ſubject to fainting fits, by Which he : 


was often overtaken without any previous 
notice, The arrival of Gauntlet confirmed | 


whom ſhe was ori 
Mean while, the bride withdrew into ano- 
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he truth of this declaration: he made an a. 
pology to the company, in the name of his 

friend, who, he told them, was ſuddenly 


taken ill; 
ſion of danci 
was fo difordered and fatigued, that ſhe beg- 
ged to be excuſed from continuing the exer- 
cife ; and Pereprine's partner being diten- 
gaged, was paired with the young officer tor 
iginally deſigned. 


ther apartment, with her ſiſter, and expoſtu- 


lated with her upon her cruelty to Mr Pickle, 
aſſuring her from Godfrey's information, that 

| he had undergone a ſevere fit on her account, 

which, in all likelihood, would have a dan- 
gerous effect upon his conflitution. Though 
Emily was inflexible in her anſwers to the 
bind remonſtrances of the gentle Sophy, her 
heart was melting with the impreſſions of pity 


and love; and finding herſelf unable to per- 


form the duty of her function, in putting the 


© bride to bed, the retired to her own chamber, 


and, in ſecret, ehe weich the diſtem- 


| uu of her lover. e 
In the morning, as early as decency would 


Permit him to leave the arms of his dear wife, 
captain Gauntlet made a viſit to peregrine, 


who had paſſed a very tedious and uneaſy 


night, 2 been ſubject to ſhort intervals 
during which Pipes had found. ir 
very difficult to keep him faſt belayed. He 


of delirinm, 


owned indeed to Godfrey, that his imagina- 


— dh dorn havared dy: the ideas of Emilia 


and they returned to their diver- 
ng with this variation: Emilia 
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ration by an account of the manner in which 
ſhe was affected by the knowledge of his diſ- 


A 
* . 


and her officer, which tormented him to an 
unſpeakable degree of anguiſh and dutraction ; 


and that he wonld rather fuffer death than a 
repetition of ſuch excruciating reflections. He 
was, however, comforted by his friend, who 


| aſſured him, that his ſiſter's inclinations would, 
in time, prevail over all the endeavours of 


reſentment and pride, illuſtrating this aſleve- 


order, and adviſing him to implore the medi- 
ation of Sophy, in a-lecter which ſhe ſhould 
communicate to Emilia. 5 


This was an opportunity which our hero 


thought too favourable to be neglected; cal. 


ling for paper, he ſat up in his bed, and in 
the firſt tranſports of his emotion, wrote the 


following petition to Godfrey's amiable wife. 


Dax Mapam, „ 
HE affliction of a contrite heart can ne. 
ver appeal to your benevolence in vain, 


and therefore I preſume to approach you, in 
this ſeaſon of delight, with the language of 


ſorrow, requeſting that you will eſpouſe the 


cauſe of an unhappy lover, who mourns with 


unutterable anguiſh over his ruined hope, and 
intercede for my pardon with that divine crea» 


ture, whom, in the intemperance and exceſs 


of paſſion, I have ſo mortally offended. Good 
heaven! is my guilt inexpiable? Am I ex- 
cluded from all hope of remiſſion? Am I de- 
voted to miſery and deſpair ? I have offered 
all the attonement which the moſt perfect and 
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Se penitence could ſuggeſt, and ſhe re. 
jects my humility and repentance. If her re- 
ſentment would purſue me to the grave, let 


her ſignify her pleaſure; and may I be bran- 
ded with the name of villain, and remember- 
ed with infamy and deteſtation to all poſterity, 


if I heſitate one moment in ſacrificing a life 
which is odious to Emilia, Ah! madam, 
while I thus pour forth the effuſions of my 
grief and diſtraction, I look around the apart- 
ment in which I lie, and every well-known 
object that ſalutes my. view, recals to my re- 


membrance that fond, that happy day, on 
which the fair, the good, the tender heart - 
ed Sophy became my advocate, though I was 


a ſtranger to her acquaintance, and effected a 
_ tranſporting reconciliation between me and 
that ſame inchanting beauty, that is now ſo 
implacably incenſed. If the is not ſatisfied 
with the pangs of remorſe and diſappointment, 


the tranſports of madneſs I have undergone 
let her preſcribe what farther penance ſhe 
thinks I ought to endure; and when I de- 


cline her ſentence, let me be the dec of 


her eternal diſdain. 8 ESD 

IJ commit myſelf, dear madam! dear So- 
phy ! dear partner of my friend! to your 
kind interpoſition. 1 know you will manage 


my cauſe, as a concern on which my happi- 
neſs entirely depends; and I hope every thing 


from your compaſſion and beneficence, while 
J fear every thing from her rigour and barba- 


rity. Yes! I call it barbarity, a ſavageneſs 
of delicacy altogether - inconſiſtent with the 


e 
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tenderneſs of human nature; and may the 
molt abject contempt be my portion, if 1 live. 
under its ſcourge! But 1 begin to rave. I 


conjure you by your own humanity and ſweet- 


nels of diſpoſition, I conjure you by your 


love for the man whom heaven hath decreed 
your protector, to employ your influence with 


Wt t angel of wrath, in behalf of 


Your obliged and 
Obedient ſervant, 
7 . PICKLE. 


This epiſtle was immediately tranſmitted 


by Godfrey to his wife, who pervied it with 
marks of the moſt humane ſympathy ; and 
carrying it into her ſiſter's chamber, Here 


is ſomething (ſaid ſhe, pr eſenting the. paper) 


which I muſt recommend to your ſerious at- 


tention.” Emilia, who immediately gueſſed 
the meaning of this addreſs, abſolutely refu- 
ſed to look upon it, or even to hear it read, 
till her brother entering the apartment, repri- 
manded her ſharply for her obſtinacy and 


pride, accuſed her of folly and diſſimulation, 


and entered ſo warmly into the intereſts of his 


friend, that the thought him unkind in his 


remonſtrances, and burſting into a flood of 
tears, reproached him with partiality and 
want of affection. Godfrey, who entertained 
the molt perfect love and veneration for his 
ſiſter, aſked pardon for having given offence, | 
and kiſſing the drops from her fair eyes, beg- 
ged the would, for his lake, liſten t to the de | 
claration of his friend. 
Vor. IV. „ 
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Thus ſolicited, ſhe could not reſuſe to hear 5 


the letter, which when he had repeated, ſhe 


lamented her own fate in being the occaſion 


of ſo much uneaſineſs, deſired her brother to 
aſſure Mr Pickle, that ſhe was-not a volun- 


tary enemy to his peace; on the contrary, 


ſhe wiſhed him all happineſs, though ſhe 
| hoped he would not blame her for conſulting 
her own, in avoiding any future explanation 
or connexion with a perſon whoſe correſpon- 
dence ſhe found herſelf. under a neceſſity to ; 
TEHGUNCE... 5 


In vain did the new arion couple exhauſt 


"Gel eloquence in attempting to prove, that 
the reparation which our hero had offered 
Was adequate to the j injury ſhe had ſuſtained ; 
that in reconclling herſelf to a penitent lover, | 
who ſubſcribed to her own terms of ſubmiſ- 
ſion, her honour would be acquitted by the 
moſt ſcrupulous and ſevere judges of decorum ; 


and that her inflexibility would be juſtly af. 


cribed to the pride and inſenſibility of her 
heart. She turned a deaf ear to all their 
arguments, exhortations and. entreaties, and 
threatened to leave the houſe immediately, 
if they would not promiſe to drop that ſubject 


of diſcourſe, _ 
Godfrey, very much chaorined: at : the bad 


ſucceſs. of his endeavours, returned to his 
friend, and made as favourable a report of 
the affair; as the nature of his converſation 
Bon Emilia would permit : but as he could 


not avoid. mentioning her reſolution in the 


_<dloſe, Peregrine w was 1 to drink again 


* J 


ut 
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the bitter draught of diſappointment, which 
put his paſſions into ſuch a ſtate of agitation, 
as produced a ſhort extaſy of deſpair, in which 
he acted a thouſand extravagancies. This 
paroxyſm, however, ſoon ſubſided into a ſet- 
tled reſerve of gloomy reſentment, which he 
in ſecret indulged, detaching himſelf as ſoon. 
as poſſible from the company of the OY 
on pretence of retiring to reft. 

While he lay ruminating upon the circum- 


A | ances of his preſent ſituation, his friend 


Pipes, who knew the cauſe of his anxiety, and 
firmly believed that Emilia loved his maiter in 
her heart, howſoever ſhe might attempt to 
diſguiſe her ſentiments; I fay Thomas was 
taken with a conceit which he thought would 
ſet every thing to rights, and rhefefore put 
it in execution without farther delay. Lay- 
ing aſide his hat, he ran directly to the houle 
of Sophy's father, and affecting an air of ſur- 
priſe and conſternation, to Which he had ne- 
ver before been ſubject, thundered at the 
door with ſuch an alarming knock, as in a 
moment brought the whole family into the 
hall. When he was admitted, he began to 
gape, ſtare and pant at the ſame time, and 
made no reply, when Godfrey aſked what 
was the matter, till Mrs Gauntlet expreſſed 
her apprehenſions about his maſter. When 
Pickle's name was mentioned, he ſeemed to 
make an effort to ſpeak, and in a bellow ing 
tone pronounced Brought himſelf up, ſplit 
my top. ails!“ 80 ſaying, wy. pointed to his 
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own neck, and roſe upon his tiptoes. by way 
of explaining the meaning of his words. 
Godfrey, without ſtaying to aſk another 
queſtion, ruſhed out, and flew towards the 
inn, with the utmoſt horror and concern; 
while Sophy, who did not rightly underſtand 
the language of the meſfenger, addreſſing 
_ Herſelf to him a ſecond time, ſaid, with great 
earneſtneſs, I hope no accident has happen- 
ed to Mr Pickle l 4 No accident at all, (re- 
plied Tom) he has only hanged himſelf for 
love.? Theſe words had ſcarce proceeded. 
from his mouth, when Emilia, who ſtood 
 Iftening at the parlour door, ſhricked aloud, 
and dropped down ſenſeleſs upon the floor; 
while her ſiſter, who was almoſt equally 
ſhocked St the intelligence, had recourſe to 
the afliſtance .of her maid by whom ſhe was 
ſupported from falling. 
Pipes hearing Emily's s voice, congratula. 
ted himfelf upon the ſucceſs of his ſtratagem. 
He ſprung to her aſſiſtance, and lifting her 
up into an eaſy-chair, ſtood by her, until he 
- faw her recover from her ſwoon, and heard" 
her call upon his maſter's name, with all the 
frenzy of deſpairing love. Then he bent his 
courſe back to the inn, overjoyed at the op- 
Portunity of telling Peregrine what a confeſ- 
ſion he had exiorted from his miſtreſs, and 
Fey vain of this proof of his own | ſaga- 


wry In the mean ume, Godfrey arriving at the 
| Honſe, in which he-ſuppoſect this fatal cata- 
ſtr —_ had e ran up ſtairs to Fere- | 
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grine 8 chamber, without ſtaying to make any 
inquiry below ; and finding the door locked, 
burſt it open with one ſtroke of his foot. 
But what was his amazement, when, upon 
entrance, our hero ſtarting up from the bed, 
ſaluted him with a boiſterous exclamation of 
« EZ. ds! who's there?” He was ſtruck 
dumb with aſtoniſhment, which alfo rivetted 
him to the place where he ſtood, ſcarce cre-- 
diting the teſtimony of his own ſenſes, till Pe- 
regrine, with an air of diſcontent which de- 
noted him diſpleaſed with his intruſion, dif- 
pelled his apprehenſion by a ſecond addreſs, 
ſaying, I ſee you conſider me as a fr lend, 5 
by your uſing me without ceremony. 1 

The ſoldier thus convinced of the falſehood : 
of the information he had received, began to 
imagine, that Pickle had projected the plan 
which was executed by his ſervant ; and look. 
ing upon it as a piece of unjuftifiable fineſſe, 
which might be attended with very melan- 
choly conſequences to his ſiſter or wife, he 
anſwered in a fupercilions tone, that Mr 
Pickle muſt blame himſelf for the interruption 
of his repoſe, which was entirely owing to 
the ſorry jeſt he had ſet on foot. 
Pickle, who was the child of paſſion, and 
more than half mad with impatience before 
this viſit, hearing himſelf treated in ſuch a 
cavalier manner, advanced clofe up to God- 
frey's breaſt, and aſſuming a ſtern, or rather 
frantic countenance, ** Heark ye, Sir, (d 
he) you are miſtaken if you think I jeſt; I am 
in- downright earneſt I aſſure you.“ Gaunt- 
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let, who was not a man to be brow- beaten, 


ſeeing himſelf thus bearded by a perſon of 


Whole conduct he had, he thought, reaſon to 
complain, put on his militar y look of defiance, 
and erecting his cheſt, replied with an exalt- 
ed voice, Mr Pickle, whether you was in 
Jeſt or earneſt, you muſt give me leave to 


tell you, that the ſcheme was childiſh, un- 


ſeaſonable and unkind, not to give it any 
| harſher term.“ Death, Sir, (cried our ad- 
venturer) you trifle with my diſquiet; if 
there is any meaning in your inſinuation, ex- 
plain yourſelf, and then I mall know what 
anſwer it will befit me to give.“ I came 
with very different ſentiments (reſumed the 
ſoldier) but ſince you urge me to expoſtula- 
tion, and behave with ſuch unprovoked lofti- 
neſs of diſpleaſure, I will, without circumlo- 
cution, tax you with having committed an 
_ outrage upon the peace of my family, in ſend- 
ing your fellow to alarm us with ſuch an ab- 
rupt account of your having done violence 
upon yourſelf.“ Peregrine, confounded at 


this imputation, ſtood ſilent, with a moſt ſa- 
vage aſpect of ſurpriſe, eager to know the 


_ circumſtance to which bis accuſer alluded, and 
incenſed to find it beyond the ſphere of his 


comprehenſion. 
While theſe two ite Sd good 
fronting each other with mutual indignation 


in their eyes and attitudes, they were joined | 
by Pipes, who without taking the leaſt notice 
of the ſituation in which he found them, told 

his maſter, that he might up with the top- 
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gallant maſts of his heart, and out with his re- 
joicing pendants ; for as to miſtreſs Emily, he 
had clapt her helm a-weather, the veſſel 
wore, and now ſhe was upon the other tack, 
ſtanding right into the harbour of his good 
Will. 

Peregrine, wha was not a connoiſſeur in 
the terms of his lacquey, commanded him up- 
on pain of his diſpleaſure to be more explicit 
in his intelligence; and by dint of divers 
queſtions, obtaining a perfect knowledge of 
| *the {cheme which he had put in execution for 
his ſervice. This information perplexed him 
not a little; he would have chaſtiſed his ſer- 
vant upon the ſpot, for his temerity, had he 
not plainly perceived, that the fellow's inten- 
tion was to promote his eaſe and ſatisfaction; 
and on the other hand, he knew not how to 
acquit himſelf of -the ſuſpicion which he ſaw 
Godfrey entertain of his being the prejector 
of the plan, without condeſcending to an ex- 
planation, which his preſent diſpolition could 
not brook. After ſome pauſe, however, turn- 
ing to Pipes with a ſevere frown, * Raſcal! 
{faid he) this is the ſecond time I have ſuffer. 
ed in the opinion of that lady by your igno- 
rance and preſumption; f ever you inter- 
x meddle in my affairs for the future, without 
expreſs order and direction, by all that's f2.. 
x cred! I will put you to death without mercy. 
Away, and let my horſe be ſaddled this in- 
tant.“ 

1 Pipes having withdrawn," in order to per- 
1 Fn this ore: of duty, our young, gentle 
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man, zdareſſing himſelf again to the ſoldier, 
and laying his hand upon his br eaſt, ſaid with 
a ſolemnirv of regard, Captain Gauntlet, 
-upon my honour, I am altogether i innocent of 
that ſhallow device which you impute to my 
invention; and I don't think you do juſtice 
either to my intelle&s or honour, in ſup- 
1 me capable of ſuch inſolent abſurdity. 
As for your ſiſter, I have once in my life af- 


| fronted her in the madneſs and impetuofity of ü 


deſire; but I have made ſuch acknowledge- 


ments, and offered ſuch attonement, as few 


women of her ſphere would have refuſed ; 


and before God! I am determined to endure 


every torment of diſappointment and deſpair, 
rather than proſtrate myſelf again to the 
cruelty of her unjuſtifiable pride. So ſaying, 
he ſtalked ſuddenly down ſtairs, and took 
horſe immediately, his ſpirits being ſupported 
by reſentment, which prompted him to vow 
Within himſelf, that he would {eek conſolation 
for the diſdain of Emilia, in the poſſeſſion of 
the firſt willing wench he thould meet upon 
the road. 
While he ſet out fas the garr ien with theſe 
ſentiments, Gauntlet in a ſuſpence between 
anger, ſhame and concern, returned to the 
houſe of his father. in- law, where he found 
his faſter ſtill violently agitated from the news 
of Peregrine's death, the myltery of which 
he forthwith unrevelled, recounting at the 
ſame time the particulars of the converſation 
Which had happened at the inn, and deſcri- 
biog the demeanour of Pickle with Teens ex- 
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preſſions of aſperity, which were neither a- 
greeable to Emilia, nor approved by the 
gentle Sophy, who tenderly chid him for 
allowing Peregrine to depart 1 in terms of miſ- 
underſtanding. 


CH: A * LAXXVII. 
"0 Peregrine ſets out for the garriſon, and mectt | 
5g with a nymph on the road whom he takes 


into keeping and e ad; ho into a fine 
lady. | 


; ; the mean time, our hero jogged Hl 
Tz n a profound reverie, which was diſturb. | 
| ed by a beggar-woman and her daughter, 
who folicired him for alms, as he paſſed them 
on the road. The girl was about the age of 
ſixteen, and notwithſtanding the wretched _ 
equipage in which ſhe appeared, exhibited to 
his view a ſet of agreeable features enlivened 
with the complexion of health and chearful. 
neſs. The reſolution I have already men- 
tioned was (till warm in his imagination; and 
he looked upon this young mendicant as a very 
proper object for the performance of his vow. 
He therefore entered into a conference with 
the mother, and for a ſmall ſum of money 
purchaſed her property in the wench, Who 
did not require much courtſhip and entreaty 
before the conſented to accompany him to any 
place that he ſhould appoint for her habitation. 
This contract being ſettled to his ſatisfac- 
tion, he ordered Pipes to ſet his acquiſition 
Vor. IV. NS 
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at the firſt public-houſe which they found up- 


on the road, he wrote a letter to Hatchway, 
_ deſiring him: to receive this hedge inamorata, 


and direct her to be cleaned and cloathed in a 
decent manner, with all expedition, ſo that 


ſhe ſhould be touchable upon his arrival, 
Which (on that accovat) he would defer for 


the ſpace of one day. This billet together 


with the girl, he committed-to the charge of 


 Vipes, after having laid - ſtrong - injunctions 


upon him to abſtain from all attempts upon 


her chaſtity, and ordered him to make the 


| beſt of his way to the garriſon, while he him- 
ſelf croſied the country to a market. town 
where he propoſed to ſpend the night. 

Tom, thus cautioned, proceeded with his 


charge, and being naturally taciturn, opened 
not his lips until he had performed the belt 
half of his; journey. But Thomas, notwith- 


ſtanding his irony appearance, was in reality 


compoſed of fieth and blood. His deſire being 


titillated by the contact of a buxome wench, 


whoſe right arm embr aced his middle as he 
rode, his thoughts began to mutiny againſt his 


maſter, and he found it almoſt impoſſible to 
withſtand the temptation of making love. 


__ Nevertheleſs, he wreſtled with theſe re- | 
bellious ſuggeſtions with all the reaſon that 
| Heaven had enabled him to exert; and that 


being totally overcome, his victorious paſſion 


fjuddenly broke out in this addreſs. ** *Sblood !. 


a believe maſter think I. have no more ſtuff in 
my body than a dried haddock, to turn me. a- 
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drift in the dark with fuch a ſpanker. Dye 
think he don't, my dear? To this queſtion 
bis fellow-traveller replied, “ Swanker ! An- 
an!” And the lover reſumed his fuir, ſaying, 
«* Oons! how you tickle my timber! Some- 
thing ſhoots from your arm, through my ſtow- 
age, to the very keel- low... Han't you got 

quicklilver in your hand?” „ Quickſilver! 
(aid the lady) D—n the ſilver that has croſ. 
fed my hand this month. D'ye think it J had 
ſilver, I ſhouldn't buy me a ck; * e Ad- 
ſooks! ye baggage (cried the lover) you 
ſhouldn't want a {mock nor a petticoat nei- 
ther, if you could have a kindnels for a true-. 
hearted ſailor, as ſound and as ſtrong as a nine 
inch cable, that would keep all clear above 
board, and every thing ſnug under the hatch- 

kes (Curie your gum (laid the charmer) 
what's your gay balls and your batches to me??? 

« Do but let us bring to a little, (anſwered 
the woer, whoſe appetite was by this time 
whetted to a moſt ravenous degree) and I'll 
teach you to box the compals, my dear, Ah! 
you ſtrapper, What a jolly bitch you are!“ 
Bitch (exclauned this modern Dulcinca, in- 
cenſed at rhe opprobrious term) ſuch a bitch 
as your mother, you dog. D—n ye, Þ've a 
good mind to box your Jaws inſtead of your 
comepiſs. I'll let you know as how I am meat 

for your maſter, you ſaucy blackguard. You 
are worſe than a dog, you old. flinty- faced, 
flea-bitten ſcrub : a dog wears his own eau 
but you wear your matter's.” 
Suck a torrent of Migrocelul epites f fr om 
| 2 


to a conſiderable ſhare of reputation, even a- 
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* perſon who had no cloarhs at all, converted 
the gallant? s love into choler, and he threat- 
ened to diſmount and feize her to a tree, 
when ſhe thould have a taſte of his cat and 
nine tails athwart her quarters; but, inſtead. 
of being intimidated by his menaces, ſhe ſet 
him at defiance, and held forth with ſuch a 


flow of eloquence, as would have intitled her 


mong the nymphs of Billingſgate ; for this 
young lady, over and above a natural genius 
for altercation, had her talents cultivated a- 
mong the venerable ſociety of weeders, pods 
ders, and hoppers, with whom ſhe had aſſo— 
- ciated from her tender years. No wonder 
then, that ſhe ſoon obtained a compleat vic- 
tory over Pipes, who, (as the reader may 
have obſerved) was very little addicted to te 
exerciſe of ſpeech: indeed he was utterly diſñ-. 
- concerted by her volubility of tongue; and 
being altogether unfurniſhed with anſwers to 
the diſtinct periods of her diſcourſe, very wiſe- 
ly choſe to fave himſelf the expence of breath 
and argument, by giving her a full ſwing of 
cable, lo that the might bring herſelf up; 
while he rode onwards, in ſilent compoſure; 
Without taking any more notice of his fair 
fellow traveller than if ſhe had been his ma- 
ter” s cloak- bag. i 
In ſpite of all the difoorch his could make 
it was late before he arrived at the garrifon, 
where he delivered the letter and the lady to 
the lieutenant, who no ſooner under{tood the 
intention of his friend, thzn he ordered all the 
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tubs i in the houſe to be carried into the hall 


and filled with water. Tom having provided 
himſelf with ſwabs and bruſhes, diveſted the 


fair ſtranger of her variegated drapery, which 


was immediately committed to the flames, and 
performed upon her ſoft and ſleek perſon the 
ceremony of ſcrubbing as it is practiſed on 
board of the king's ſhips of war. Let the 
nymph herſelf did not ſubmit to this purifica- 
tion without repining : the curs'd the direc- 
tor, who was upon the ſpot, with many a- 
buſive alluſions to his wooden leg, and as for 
Pipes the operator, ſhe employed her talons 
fo effectually upon his face, that the blood ran 
over his noſe in ſundry ſtreams; and next morn- 
ing, when thoſe rivulets were dry, his counte- 
nance reſembled the rough bark of a Poe: 
tree plaſtered with gum. Nevertheleſs, 
did his duty with great perſeverance, cut 00 
her hair cloſe to the ſcalp, handled his bruſhes 
with dexterity, applied his ſwabs of different 
magnitude and texture, as the caſe required, 
and laſtly, rinſed the whole body with a dozen 
pails of cold water diſcharged upon her head. 
Theſe ablutions being executed, he dried 
her with towels, accommodated her with a 
clean ſhift, and acting the part of a valet de 
chambre, cloathed her from head to foot in 


| . clean and decent apparel which had belonged 


to Mrs Hatchway ; by which means her ap- 
pearance was altered fo much for the better, 
that when Peregrine arrived next day, he 
could ſcarce believe his own eyes. He was, 


for chat reaſon, extremely well pleaſed with 
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his purchaſe, and now refolved to indulge a ' 
whim which ſeized him at the very inſtant of 
his arrival. 

He had (as I biliows the renter will tradi 
15 allow) made conſiderable progreſs in the 
ſtudy of character, from the higheſt rank to 
the moſt humble ſtation of life, and found) it 
diverſified in the fame manner, through every 
degree of ſubordination and precedency : nay, 
he moreover obſerved; that the converſation 

of thoſe who are dignified with the appella- 

tion of polite company 1s neither more edify= 
ing nor entertaining than that which is met 
with among the lower claſſes of mankind ; and 
that the only eſſential difference in point of 
demeanor, is the form of an education which 
the meaneſt capacity can acquire without 
much ſtudy or application. Poſſeſſed of this 
notion, he determined to take the young men- 
dicant under his own tutorage and inſtruction. 
In conſequence of which he hoped he ſhould, MR 
in a few weeks, be able to produce her in com- MM 
pany, as an accompliſhed young lady of un- 
common wit and an excellent underitanding. 
This extravagant plan he forthwith began 
to execute with great eagerne!s and induttry; 
and his endeavours ſucceeded even beyond 
his expectation. The obſtacle, in ſurmount- 1 

ing of which he found the greateſt difficulty, MM 
was an inveterate habit of twearing, which 
had been indulged from her infancy, and con- 

firmed by the example of thoſe among whom | 

ide had lived. However, ſhe had the rudi- 
ments of good ſenſe fr om nature, which taug'it 
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her to liſten to wholeſome advice, "wa was 


ſeo docile as to comprehend and retain the leſ- 


ſons which her governor recommended to her 
attention; inſonuch, that he ventured in a 
few days to preient her at table among a ler 
of country ſquires, to whom the was mtrodu- 
ced as niece to the lieutenant. In that capa- 
city the ſat with becoming eaſineſs of mien, 
(or the was as void of the mauvaiſe honte 
as any dutcheſs in the land) bowed very 
orzcioutly to the compliments of the gentle- 
men; and though the taid little or nothing, 
becauſe ſhe was previoufly- cautioned on that 
ſcore, the more than once gave way to laugh- 

ter, and her mirth happened to be pretty well 
timed · In a word, the attracted the applauſe 
2nd admiration. of the gueſts, who, after the 
was withdrawn, complimented Mr Hatchway 
npon the beauty, breeding and good humour : 
oi his kinſwoman, 

But what-contributed more > than any aber 
circumſtance to her ſpeedy improvement, was 
ſome ſmall intight into the primer, which the. 
had acquired at a day-ſchool, during the life 
of her father, who was a day-labourer in the 
country. Upon this foundation did Peregrine 
build a moſt elegant ſuperſtructure ; he cul. 
led out choice ſentences from Shakeſpear, Ot- 

way, and Pope, and taught her to repeat them 
With an emphaſis and theatrical cadence: he 
then inſtructed her in the names and epithets 


of the moſt celebrated players, which he di- 


rected her to pronounce occaſionlly, with an 
- Alr of carciels tamiliarity ; and perceiving that 
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her voice was naturally clear, he entiched it | 
with remnants of opera tunes, to be hum-+ 

med during a pauſe in converſation, which is 
generally . ſupplied with the circulation of 2 
Pinch of ſnuff, By means of this cultivation, 

he became a wonderful proficient in the polite 

graces of the age; the, with great facility, 
. comprehended the ſcheme of whilſt, though 
cribbidge was her favourite game, with which 5 
- the had amuſed herſelf in her vacant hours, 

from her firſt entrance into the profeſſion of 
hopping ; and brag ſoon grew familiar to her 
0 . and conception. 
Thus prepared, ſhe was id to the 
company of her own ſex, being firſt of all vi- 
ſited by the parſon's daughter, who could not 
avoid ſhewing that civility to Mr Hatchway's 
niece, after ſhe had made her public appear- 
ance at church. Mrs. Clover, who had a 
great ſhare of penetration, could not help en- 


tertaining ſome doubts about this ſame rela- 


Pan's whole name ſhe had never heard the 
uncle mention during the whole term of her 
0 un at the garriſon: but as the young 
lady was treated in that character, ſhe would 
not refuſe her acquaintance, and after having 
{een her at the caſtle actually invited Miſs 
Hatchway to her houſe. In ſhort, ſhe made 
2 progreſs through almoſt all the families i in| 
the neighbourhood ; and, by dint of her quo- | 
_ tations (which, by- the- bye, were not always 
judiciouſly uſed) ſhe paſſed for a ſprightly 
young lady of uncommon learning and taſte. 
Peregrine having in t manner initiated 
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her in the beau monde of the country, con- 
ducted her to London, where the was provi- 
ded with private lodgings and a female at- 
tendant; and put her imm diately under the 
tuition of his valet de chambre, who had or- 
ders to hiſtruct her in dancing and the French 
language. He attended her to plays and 
concerts, three or four times a week; and 
when cur hero thought her ſufficiently. ACCUe 
ſtomed to the fight of great company, he 
{quired her in perſon to a public effemvly, 
and danced with her among all the gay ladies 
of fathian: not but that there was ſtül an e- 
vident air of rufticity and aukwardneſs in her 
demeanor, which was interpreted into an a- 
greeable wildneſs of ſpirit, ſuperior to the 
forms of common breeding. He afterwards 
found means to make her acquainted with 
ſome diſtinguiſhed patterns of her own ſex, 
by whom the was admitted into the moſt ele- 
gant pties, and continued to make good her 
pretentions to gentility with * circum- 
ſpection. But one evening, being at cards 
with a certain lady whom {ſhe detected in the 
very fact of unfair conveyance, the taxed her 
roundly with the fraud, and brought upon 
herfeli ſuch a torrent of ſarcaſtic reproof, as 
overbore all her maxims of caution, and burſt 
open the floodgates of her own natural re- 
partee, ta anged off with the appellation of 
b — and w——, which the repeated with 
great vebemence, in an attitude of manual 
defiance, to the terror of her antagoniſt, and 


the aſtoniſhment af all preſent ; pay, to ſuch 
Vol. IV. ph „ 
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an ungaurded pitch was ſhe provoked, that 
_ ſtarting up, the ſnapt her fingers, in teſtimo- 
ny of diſdain, and, as ſhe quitted the room, 


applied her hand to that part which was the 


laſt of her that diſappeared, inviting the 
company to kiſs it, by one of its coarſeſt de- 
nominations. 


Peregrine was a late Atcbnberted at this 


overſight in her behaviour, which, by the 


daxmon of intelligence, was in a moment con- 


veyed to all the private companies in town: 


ſo that ſhe was abſolutely excluded from all 


polite communication, and Peregrine, for the 
preſent, diſgraced among the modeſt part of his 
female acquaintance, many of whom not only 
forbade him their houſes, on account of the 
impudent inſult he had committed upon their 
Kenddr 56 well as underſtanding, in palming 


a common trull upon them, as a young lady 


of birth and education, but alſo aſperſed his 
family, by affirming that ſhe.was actually his 
_ own cculin- german, whom he had precipi- 
tately raiſed from the anoſt abject ſtate of hu- 
 mility and contempt. In revenge for this ca- 
luumny, our young, gentleman explained the 


whole myſtery of her promotion, together 


With the motives that induced him to bring 
her into the faſhionable world; and repeated 


among his companions, the extravagant en- 


comiums which had been beſtowed upon her | 


by the moſt diſcerning watrons of the age. 
Mean while the infanta herſelf, being re- 


| buked by her benefactor for this inſtance of 


misbehari , Pr we . to 1 A 
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ſtricter guard for the future over her con- 
duct, and applied herſelf with great aſſiduity 


to the ſtudies in which ſhe was aſſiſted by the 


Swiſs, who gradually loſt the freedom of his 
heart, while ſhe was profiting by his inſtruc- 
tion. In other words, ſhe made a conqueſt 
of her preceptor, who vielding to the inſtiga- 
tions of the fleſh, choſe a proper opportunity 
to declare his paſſion, which was powerfully 


recommended by his perſonal qualitications ; 


and his intentions being honouradle, ſhe liſten- 
ed to his propoſals of eſpouſing her in private. 
In conſequence of this agreement, they made 
an elopement together ; and being buckled at 


the Fleet, conſummated their nuptials in pri- 


vate lodging zs, by the Seven Dials, from 
which the huſband next morning ſent a letter 
to our hero, begging forgiveneſs for the clan- 
deſtine ſtep be had taken, which he ſolemnly 
proteſted was not owing to any abatement in 
his inviolable regard for his maſter, whom he 
ſhould always honour and eſteem to his lateſt 


breath, but entirely to the irreſiſtible charms 
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of the young lady to whom he was now fo | 
happy as to be Joined in the ſilken bonds of 
marriage. 

Peregrine, though at firſt offended at his va- 
let's preſumption, was, upon ſecond thoughts, 
reconciled to the event by which he was de- 


livered from an incumbrance for by this time 


he had performed his frolic, and begun to 
be tired of his acquiſition. He reflected on 
the former fidelity of the Swiſs which had 
been marufcited 1 in a ** courle of fer vice and 
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attachment; and thinking it would be cruelly 


ſevere to abandon him to poverty and diſtreſs: 


for one venia} trefpaſs, he reſolved to pardon 
What he had done, and enable him in fome 


| ſhape to provide for the family which he had 


_ entailed upon himſelf, 
With theſe ſentiments he ſent a fayourab le 


anſwer to the delinquent, defiring to ſee him 
as ſoon! as his paſſion would permit him to 


leave the arms of his ſpouſe, for an hour or 


two; and Hadpi, in obedience to this intima- 
tion, repaired immediately to the lodgings of 
his maſter, before whom he appeared with a. 


moſt penitential aſpect. Peregrine, though 


he could ſcarce help laughing at his rueful 


5 length of face, reprimanded him ſharply for 


Bis diſreſpect and ingratitude, in taking that 


| by ſtealth which he might have had for aſking. 


The culprit aſſured him, that next to the ven- 
geance of God, his maſter's diſpleaſure was 


chat which, of all evils, he dreaded to incur; 
but that love. had diſtracted his brain in ſuch 


a manner as to baniſh every other conlidera- 
and he 


tion but that of gratifying his deſtre; 
owned, that he ſhould not have been able to 

| preſerve his fidelity and duty to his own fa- 
ther, had they interfered with the interelt of 
his paſſion. 


conduct, which evinced the deſperate effects 
of love. 


as extor ted a (mile from his offended judge, 


Who not only 1 his tr anſgre ten, but 


1 


He then appealed to his maſter's 
own heart for the remiſſion of his guilt, allu- 
ding to certain circumſtances of our hero's 


In ſhort, he made ſuch an apology 


78 
442 
bes. 
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alſo promiſed to put him in ſome fair way of 
earning a comfortable ſubſiſtence. | 

The Swiſs was ſo much affected with this 
inſtance of generoſity, that he- fell upon his 
knees, and kiſſed his hand, praying to heaven, 
with great fervour, to make him worthy of 
{ach goodneſs and condeſcenſion. His {cheme, . 
he ſaid, was to open a coffee-houſe and ta- 
vern in ſome creditable part of the town, in 
hopes of being favoured with the cuſtom of ac 
numerous acquaintance he had made among 
upper ſervants and reputable tradeſmen, not 
doubting that his wiſe would be an ornament 
to his bar, and a careful manager of his af-- 
fairs. Peregrine approved of the plan, to- 
wards the execution of which he made him 
and his wife a preſent of five hundred pounds, 
together with a promiſe of erecting a weekly 
club among his friends, for the reputation. 
and advantage of the houfe, _ 

Hadgi was ſo tranſported with his good for- 
tune that he ran to Pipes, who was in the 
room, and having hugged him with great 
cordiality, and made his obedience to his ma- 
ſter, hied him home to his bride to commu- 
nicate his happineſs, cutting capers, ans talks 


ing to himſelf all the Wis 
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At 


0 H A P. LXXVIn. 
Be is 5 wiſh ted by Pallet ; contrat7s an intimacy 


' avith a New- Market bb emal, and i is by the 


| knowing-ones taken in. 


| Tine affair being ſettled, 
turer, for the pr eſent, free of- alt 
female connexions, he returned to his former 


courſe of faſt living among. the bucks of the- 


town, and performed innumerable exploits a- 


 mong whores, | bullies, rooks, conſtables and. 


: juices of the peace. 


In the midſt of theſe 8 he was 
one morning viſited by his old fellow. traveller 
Pallet, whole appearance gave him equal 


: ſurpriſe and concern, Though the weather 
was ſevere, he was cloathed | in the thin ſum- 
mer. dreſs which he had wore at Paris, and 


was now not only threadbare, but in ſome parts 


actually patched ; his ſtockings, y A repetiti- 
on of that practice known among oeconomiſts by 


the terms of coaxing, hung like pudding-bags 


about his ankles ; his ſhirt, though new waſth'd, 
was of the ſaffron hue, and in divers places 
appeared through the crannies of his breech- 
es; he had exchanged his own hair for a 
ſmoke- dry'd tye-periwig, which all the flour 
in his drudging- box had not been able to 
whiten; his eyes were ſunk, his jaws 885 0 
ened beyond their uſual extention; and | 


ſeemed twenty years older than he 8 
when he and our hero parted at Rotterdam. 


and our adven- 
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In ſpite of all theſe evidences of decay, he 
accoſted him with a meagre affectation of con- 
tent and good humour, ſtruggled piteouſly to 
appear gay and unconcerned, profeſſed his 
joy at ſeeing him in England, excuſed him- 
ſelf for having delayed ſo long to come and 
preſent his reſpects; alledging, that ſince his 
return he hed been a mere ſlave to the ſatis- 
faction of ſome perſons of quality and taſte, 
who had inſiſted upon his finithing lome en 
with the utmoſt expedition. 
Peregrine received him with that compaſſion 
and complaiſance which was natural to his dif- 
poſition; inquired about the health of Mrs 
Pallet and his family, and aſked if his friend 
the doctor was in town, The painter ſeemed 
to have reſumed his reſentment againſt that 
Ea gentleman, of whom he ſpoke in contemptu- 
ous terms. The doctor (ſaid he) is ſo much 
= over lhadowed with preſumption and ſelf. con- 
E ceit, that his merit has no relief. It does not 
riſe. There is no keeping in the picture, 
| my dear Sir. All the ſame as if I were to 
| repreſent the moon under a cloud; there will 
be nothing but a deep maſs of made, with a 
little tiny ſpeck of light in the middle, which 
Xx would only ſerve to make, as it were, the 
2X darkneſs viſible: You underſtand me. Had 
e taken my advice, it might have been ber- 
ter for him; but he's bigotted to his own. 
opinion. You, mult know, Mr Pickle, upon 
our return to England, I 'counſelled him to 
| compoſe a little ſmart, clever ode upon my 


HED As Gad. ſhall judge me, I thought 
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48 would have been of ſome ſervice, in help- 


ing bim out of obſcurity; for you know, as 
Sir Richard obſerves, 


| Soon will that die, which adds thy 4 ” mine. 
Let me then live, poind to a work of thine. 
=? By. he. bye, there is a moſt pictureſque con- 


traſt in theſe lines of 7% and me, living and 
Hug, and thine and mine. Ah! a pize up- 
E on it! Dick, after all, was the man. Ecod! * 
he rounded it off. But, to return to this un- 
1 happy young man, would you believe it, he 
d.oſſed up his noſe at my friendly propoſal, and 
gabbled ſomething in Greek, which is not 
worth repeating. The caſe was this, my 
1 dear Sir, be was s out of humour at the mes b 
— of the world. 8 
He . he poets of the age were jea- # 
E Lond of his genius, and ſtrove to cruſh it ac- 
—  _ - cordingly, while the reſt of mankind wanted 
. taſte ſufficient to diſcern it. For my own | 
Part, I profeſs myſelf one of theſe; and as the 
Clown in Billy Shakeſpear ſays of the cour- | 


a _> 


| _— tier's oath, had I ſworn by the doctor's geni- 
EE the pancakes were naught, they 


might have been for all that very good, yet 
ſhouldn't I have been forſworn. Let that be 

as it will, he retired from town in great dud- 

= geon, and ſer up his reſt near a hill in Derby- | 
ſhire, with two tops, reſembling Parnaſſus, E 

and a well at the bottom, which he had chri- 
ſtened Hyp-o-the-Green. Egad ! if he ſtays $ : 
in that habitation, ?tis my opinion he'll ſoon | 3 


grow, green. with the wp. indeed. _ Hell. be 
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glad of an opportunity to return to the fleſh+ 
pots of Egvpt, and pay his court to the ſlight- 
ed queen Cleopatra. Ha! well remembered, 

by this light you ſhall know, my good Sie, 
that this ſame Egyptian princeſs has been 
courted by fo many gallants of taſte, that as 
J hope to live, 1 found myſelf in ſome fort of 

dilemma, becauſe in parting with her to one, 
I ſhauld have diſobliged all his rivals. Now, 
a man would not chuſe to give offence to his 
friends, art leaſt I lay it down as a maxim, to 
avoid the ſmalleſt appearance of ingratitude. 


| Perhaps I may be in the wrong. Bat every 
t mon has his way. For this reaſon, I pro- 
7 poſed to all the candidates, that a lottery or 
K raffle ſhould be ſet on foot, by which every 


individual would have an equal chance for her 
good graces, and the prize be left to the de- 
ciſion of fortune. The ſcheme was mightily 
© reliſhed, and the terms being ſuch a trifle as 
= half a gninea, the whole town crowded into 
my houſe in order to ſubſcribe. But there 

l was their humble ſervant. Gentlemen, you 

muſt have a little patience till my own parti- 
cular friends are ſerved. Among that num- 


e 

0 ber, I do myſelf the honour to conſider Mr 

be Pickle. | Here is a copy of the propoſals ; 

d-: and if the lift ſnould be. adorned with his name, 

y- | 1 hope, notwithſtanding his merited ſucceſs 

us, among the young ladies, he will for once be 

LY ſhunned by that little vixen called Miſs For- 
ays tune: he, he, he! 


oon >» laying, he bowed with a thouſand apiſh 
= conges, and preſented his Paper to Peregri ine, 
Vor. IV. | | 
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5 who ſeeing the number of ſubſcribers was. li- 
mited to one hundred, ſaid he thought him 
too moderate in his expectations, as he did 
not doubt that his picture would be a cheap 
purchaſe at five hundred, inſtead of fifty 
pounds, at which the price was fixed. To 
this unexpected remark Pallet anſwered, that 
among the connoiſſeurs he would not pretend 
to appraiſe his picture; but that, in valuing 
his works, he was obliged to have an eye 
to the Gothic ignor ance of the age in which 
he lived. 
„ Mur adventurer H at once into the nature 
of this raffle, which was no other than a beg- 
ging ſhift to diſpoſe of a paultry piece that 
| he could not otherwiſe have ſold for twenty 
ſillings. However, far from ſhocking the 
poor man in diſtreſs,: by. dropping the leaſt 
hint of his conjecture, he deſired to be favour- 
ed with ſix chances, if the circumſtances of his 
plan would indulge him fo far; and the pain- 
ter, after ſome heſitation, condeſcended to 
"4 comply with his.requeſt, out of pure friend- 
ſhip and veneration ; though he obſerved, 


that in ſo doing he muſt exclude ſome of his 


molt intimate companions. - Having received 


the money, he gave Pickle his addreſs, de- 


firing he would, with his convenience, viſit 
the princeſs, who, he was fire, would diſ- 
Play her moſt engaging attractions, in order 
to captivate his fancy; and took his leave ex- 
tremely well pleaſed with the ſucceſs of his 
© application. f 

N Peregrine was tempted with the 
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curioſity of ſeeing this portrait, which he ima- 
ined muſt contain ſome analogy to the ridicu- 
lous oddity of the painter, he would not ex- 
poſe himſelf to the diſigr eeable alternative of” 
applauding the performance, contrary to the 
dictates of conſcience and common ſenſe, or of 
condemning 1 it, to the unſpeakable mortifics 

tion of the miſerable author; and therefore 

never dreamt of returning the painter”s viſit : 

nor did he ever hear of the lottery? 8 being 
drawn. 

About this time he was invited to ſpend a 
few weeks at the country-ſeat of a certain 
nobleman, with whom he had contracted an 
acquaintance, in the courſe of his debauches, 
which we have already deſcribed. His lord- 
ſhip being remarkable for his {ll and ſucceſs 
in horſe-racing, his houſe was continually fil- 
led with the connoifſeurs and admirers of, that 
ſport, upon which the whole converſation 
turned, inſomuch that Peregrine gradually 
imbibed ſome knowledge in horſe-fleſh, and 
the diverſions of the courſe ; for the whole. 
occupation of the day, excluſive of eating and 
drinking, conſiſted in vie wing, managing and 
exerciling his lordſhip's ſtud. | 
Our hero looked upon theſe amuſements 
with an eye of taſte, as well as curioſity; he 
contemplated the animal as a beautiful and ele- 
ax part of the creation, and reliſhed the 
urpriſing exertion of its ſpeed with a refined 
and claſſical delight. In a little time he be- 
came perſonally acquainted with every horſe 
In the ſtable, and intereſted himſelf in the re- 


Fa 
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putation of each; while he alſo gratified his 
_ appetite for knowledge, 1n obſerving the me- 
thods of preparing their bodies, and training 


them to the race. His kndloed: ſaw and en- 


Partnerſhip with his noble friend in a grand 


couraged his eagerneſs, from which he pro- 
miſed himſelf ſome advantage; he formed ſe- 
veral private matches for his entertainment, 
and flattered his diſcernment, by permitting 
him to be ſucceſsful in the firſt betts he made. 
Thus was he artfully decoyed into a ſpirit of 
keennefs and adventure, and diſpoſed to de- 
pend upon his own judgment, in oppolition to 
that of people who had made horſe- racing the 
ſole ſtudy of their lives. He accompanied my 
lord to New. Market, and entering at once in- 
to the genius of the place, was marked as fair 
game, by all the knowing ones there aſſem- 
bled, many of whom found means to tate him 
in, in ſpite of all the cautions and admonitions 
of his lordſhip, who Wanted to reſerve him tor 
: his own ule. _ 
It is almoſt impoſſible for any man, let TR 
be never ſo fearful or phlegmatic, to be an 
unconcerned ſpectator in this buſy ſcene. 
The dæmon of play hovers in the air, like a 
peſtilential vapour, tainting the minds of all 
preſent with infallible infection, which com- 
municates from one perſon to another, like the 
Circulation of a general pannic. Peregri ine 


was ſeized with this epidemic diſtemper to a 


violent degree; and after having loſt a few 
looſe hundreds, in his propreſs through the 
various rookeries of the place, entered into 
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match, upon the iſſue of which he ventured 
no leſs than three thouſand pounds. Indeed 
he would not have riſked ſuch a conſiderable 
ſum, had not his own confidence been rein- 
forced by the opinion and concurrence of his 
lordſhip, who hazarded an equal bett upon - 
the ſame event. Theſe two aſſociates enga- 
ged themſelves in the penalty of ſix thoutand 
pounds, to run one chaiſe and four againſt a- 
nother, three times round the courle ; and 
our adventurer had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
his antagoniſt diſtanced in the firſt and ſecond 
heat; but all of a ſudden, one of the horſes 
of his machine was knocked vp, by which ac- 
cident, the victory was raviſhed almoſt from 
his very graſp, and he was obliged to enqure 
the damage andthe ſcorn, 

He was deeply affected with this misfortune, 
which he imputed to his own extravagance 
and temerity, but diſcovered no external ſigus 
of affliction, becauſe his illuſtrious partner 
bore his loſs with the moſt philoſophic reſig- 
nation, conſoling himſelf, as well as Pickle, 
with the hope of making it up, on ſome other 
occaſion, Nevertheleſs, our young gentle- 
man could not help admiring and even envying 
his equanimity, not knowing that his lordſhip 
had managed matters ſo as to be gainer by the 
misfortune ; which to retrieve, Peregrine 


purchaſed ſeveral horſes, at the recommenda- 


tion of his friend ; and inſtead of returning to 
London, made a tour with him to all the 
celebrated races in England, at which, af- 
ter ſeveral viciſſitudes of fortune, he made 
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mmift, before the end of the ſeaſon, to treble 


f his lofs..: 


But his hopes ſcemed to increaſe with his 
It luck. In the beginning of winter he came 


to town, fully perſuaded that fortune muſt ne- 


ceſſarily change; and that next ſeaſon he ſhould 
reap the happy fruits of his experience. In 
this confidence, he ſeemed to drown all ideas 
of prudence and oeconomy. His former ex- 
pence was mere parſimony compared with 
that which he now incurred: he ſubſcribed to 
the opera, and half a dozen concerts at dif- 
ferent parts of the town; was a benefactor to 


ſeveral hoſpitals, purchaſed a collection of va- 


luable pictures, took an houſe, and furniſhed” 
it in a moſt magnificent taſte, laid in a great 


ſtock of French wines, and gave extravagant 


entertainments to his quality-friends, who in 
return loaded him with compliment, and in- 


ſiſted upon his — uſe of their niereRt and 
g909-will. 


CHAP. LXXXIX, 


| He is taken into the protection of a great man 3 


ſets up for member of parliament ; is diſappoint- 
ed in his expectation, and finds hamfelf ys 
en outwitted, _ 


MONG theſe profeſſsa patrons. the 
; greateſt part of whom Peregrine ſaw 
| through, there was one great perſonage, WhO 
ſeemed to ſupport with dignity the ſphere in 


Which fortune had Pee him, His beha- 


N 
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viour to Pickle was not a ſeries of grinning 
complaiſance in a flat repetition of general ex- 
preſſions of friendſhip and regard. He de- 

meaned himſelf with a ſeemingly honeſt re- 
ſerve, in point of profeſſion; his advances to 
Peregrine appeared to be the reſult of delibe- 
ration and experiment; he chid the young 
gentleman for his extravagance with the au- 
thority of a parent and the ſincerity of a faſt 
friend; and having by gradual inquiries, made 
5 himſelf acquainted with the ſtate of his private 
affairs, condemned his conduct with an air of 
candour and concern. He repreſented to him 
the folly and dangerous conſe quences of the 
profligate life in which he had 4 himſelf, 
counſelled him with great warmth to ſell off 
his race- horſes which would otherwiſe infen- 
ſibly eat him up; to retrench all ſuperfluous 
expence, which would only ſerve. to expoſe 
him to the ridicule and ingratitude of thoſe | 
who were bencfited by it; to lay out his mo- 
ney upon ſecure mortgages, at good intereſt ; 
and carry into execution his former deſign of 
ſtanding candidate for a borough at the en- 
ſuing election for a new parliament ; in which 
caſe this nobleman promiſed to aſſiſt him with 
his influence and. advice ; alluring him, that 
if he could once procure. a feat in the houſe, > 
he might look. Wen his fortune as already 
made. 
Our adventurer perceived the wiſdom and 
_ ſanity of this advice, for which he made his 
ee nts to his generous monitor, 
Pr en that. he would adhere to it in every. 


„ 


Li 
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Particular, and immediately ſet about a refor- 
mation. He accordinply took cognizance of 


his moſt minute affairs, and after an exact 
ern gave his patron to underſtand, that 
exdcluſive of his furniture, his fortune was re- 
duced to fourteen thouſand three hundred 
and thirty pounds in Bank and South-ſea an- 
nuities, over and above the garriſon and its ap- 
pendages, which he reckoned at ſixty pounds 
a year. He therefore deſired, that as his 


*Fordſhip had been fo kind as to favour him 
with his friendſhip and advice, he would ex- 


tend his generolity til] farther, by putting 
him in a way of making the molt advantage of 
his money. My lord ſaid, that for his own 
part he did not chuſe to meddle in money 
matters; that Mr Pickle would find abun- 
dance of people ready to borrow it upon land- 
| ſecurity ; ; but that he ought to be extremely 
cautions in a tranſaction of ſuch conſequence ; 
pr omiſing at the ſame time to employ his own 
ſteward 1 in ſeeking out a ure to whom 
it might be ſafely lent. - 
This agent was accordingly ſet at ork: 
ond for a few days made a fruitleſs inquiry; 
ſo that the young gentleman was obliged to 
have recourſe to his own intelligence, by 
which he got notice of ſeveral] people of re- 
© credit, who offered him mortgages for 
the whole ſum; but when he made a report 
of the particulars to his noble friend, his lord- 
. ſtarted ſuch doubts and objections relating 
to each, that he was deterred from entering 
into any grads. with the N 5 
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congratulating himſelf in the mean time on his 
ood fortune, in being favoured with the ad- 
vice and direction of ſuch a ſage counſellor. 
Nevertheleſs, he began to be impatient, after 
having unſucceſsfully conſulted all the money- 
brokers and conveyancers about town, and 
reſolved to try the expedient of a public ad- 
vertiſement. But he was perſuaded by my 
lord to poſtpone that experiment, until every 
other method ſhould have failed, becauſe it 
would attract the attention of all the pettifog= 
gers in London, who (though they might not 
be able to over-reach) would infallibly haraſs 
and teize him out of all tranquillity, 
It was on the back of this converſation that 
Peregrine chancing to meer the ſteward near 
bis lord's houſe, ſtopped him in the ſtreet, to 
give him an account of his bad luck; at which 
the other expreſſed ſome concern, and rub- 
bing his chin with his hand, in a muſing poſ- 
ture, told Pickle there was a thought juſt 
come into his head, pointing out one way of 
doing his buſineſs effeually. The youth, 
upon this intimation, begg'd he would accom- 
pany him to the next coffee-houſe, in which 
having choſen a private ſituation, this grave 
manager gave him to underſtand, that a part 
of my lord's eſtate was mortgaged, in conſe- 
quence of a debt contracted by his grandfa- 
ther, for proviſion to the younger children of 
the family; and that the equity of redemp- 
tion would be forecloſed in a few months, un- 
tels the burden could be diſcharged. « My 
lord (ſaid he) has always lived in a 1 

ee . 
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manner, and notwithſtanding his ample for- 


tune, together with the profits aceruing from 
the poſts he enjoys, he ſaves ſo little money, 


that, upon this occaſion, I know he will be o- 


bliged to borrow ten thouſand pounds to make 


up the ſum that is requiſite to redeem the 


mortgage. Now, certain I am, that when 


his deſign comes to be known, he will be ſo. 


| licited on all hands by people deſirous of lend. 
Ing money upon ſuch undoubted ſecurity ; and 


tis odds but he has already promiſed the pre- 
ference to ſome particular acquaintance. How- 
ever, as I know he has your intereſt very 


much at heart, I will (if you pleaſe) ſound 


his lordſhip upon the ſubject, and in a day or 


two give you notice of my ſucceſs,” 


Peregrine, raviſhed with the proſpect of 


ſettling this affair ſo much to his ſatisfaction, 


. thanked the ſteward for his friendly hint and 


undertaking, which he aſſured him ſhould be 
acknowledged by a more ſolid proof of his 


gratitude, provided the buſineſs could be 


brought to bear; and next day, he was viſit- 
ed by this kind manager, with the happy news 
of his lordſhip's having conſented to borrow 
ten thouſand pounds of his ſtock, upon mort- 
gape, at the intereſt of five per cent. This 


Information he received as an inſtance of the 
ſingular eſteem of his noble patron ; and the 


Papers being immediately drawn and execu- 


ted, the money was depoſited in the hands of 
the mortgager, who, in the hearing of the 
lender, laid ſtrong injunctions on his ſteward 


to pay the intereſt een at e 
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The beſt part of our hero's fortune being 
hed happily depoſited, and the agent gratifi- 
ed with a preſent of fifty pieces, he began to 
put his retrenching ſcheme in execution; Loy 
his ſervants (Pipes excepted) were diſcharged, 
his chariot and running horſes diſpoſed of, his 
houſe-keeping broke up, and his furniture 
ſold by auction; nay, the heat of his diſpoſi. 
tion was as remarkable in this as in apy other 
tranſaction of his life; for every ſtep of his 
ſaving project was taken with ſuch eager- 
neſs, and even precipitation, that moſt of his 
companions thought he was either ruined or 
mad. But he anſwered all their expoſtulations 
_ a ſtring of prudent apophthegms, ſuch 
«© The ſhorteſt follies are the beſt ;”? 

« ; Better to retrench upon conviction than 
compulſion ; * and divers other wiſe maxims, 
ſeemingly the reſult of experience and philoſo. 
phic reflection. To ſuch a degree of enthu- 
ſiaſm did his preſent oeconomy prevail, that 
he was actually ſeized with the deſire of a- 
maſſing; and as he every day received pro- 
poſals, from thoſe brokers whom he had em- 
ployed about the diſpoſal of his caſh, he at 
length ventured fifteen hundred pounds upon 
bottomry, being tempted by the exceſſive pre- 
miym. 
Hut it muſt be obſerved, for the honour of 
our adventurer, that this reſormation did not 
at all interfere with the good qualities of his 
heart: He was ſtill as fr iendly and benevolent 
as ever, though his liberality was more ſub- 


Ject 1 to the reſtraint of reaſon; and he might 
6 2 
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: have juſtly pleaded, in vindication of his ge- 
neroſity, that he retrenched the ſuperfluities 
in his own way of living, in order to pre- 
ſerve the power of aſſiſting his fellow. crea- 
tures in diſtreſs. Numberleſs were the ob— 
jects to which he extended his charity in pri- 
vite. Indeed, he exerted this virtue in ſe- 
c et, not only on account of avoiding the 
charge of oſtentation, but alſo becauſe he 
was athamed of being detected in ſuch an auk- 
ward unfaſhionable practice, by the cenſori- 
aus obſervers of this humane generation. In 
11 particular, he ſeemed to confound the 
ideas of virtue and vice; for he did good as 
other people do evil, by ſtealth; and was ſo 
capricious in point of behaviour, that fre- 
quently, in public, he wagged his tongue in 


ſuatirical animadverſions upon that poverty, 


which his hand had in private relieved, Vet, 
far from ſhunning the acquaintance, or dif. 
couraging the ſolicitations of thoſe who, he 
thought, wanted his aſſiſtance, he was always 
acceſſible, open and complacent to them, 
even when the haughtineſs of his temper kept 
his ſuperiors at a diſtance; and often ſaved a 
modeſt man the anguiſh and confuſion of de- 
claring himſelf, by penetr ating into his neceſ- 
ſy, and anticipating his requeſt, in a frank 
offer of his purſe and friendſhip. oo 
Not that he practiſed this beneficence to all 
the needy of his acquaintance, without diftinc- 
tion; there is always a ſet ok idle proflipate 
fellows, who having ſquandered away their 
own fortunes, and conquered all ſenſe of ho- 
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nour and ſhame, maintain themſelves by bor. 
Towing from thoſe who have not yet finiſhed 
the ſame career, and want reſolution to reſiſt 
their importunate demands. To theſe he 
was always inflexible ; though he could not 
abſolutely detach himſelf from their company, 
| becauſe, by dint of effrontery, and ſuch of 
their original connexions as they have been 
able to retain, they find admiſſion to all places 
of fathionable reſort. 
Several unſucceſsful attacks bad hag made 
upon his pocket, by beggars of this claſs. One 
of the moſt artful of them, having one day 
joined him in the Mall, and made the uſual 
obſervation on the weather, damned all the 
fogs of London, and began a diſſertation on 
the difference of air, preferring that of the 
country in which he was born to any climate 
under the ſun. © Was you ever in Glou- 
_ ceſterſhire ??? (ſaid he to Peregrine) who re- 
plying in the negative, he thus went on: 
©] have got a houſe there, where I ſhould 
be glad to ſee you. Let us go down together, 
during the Eaſter holidays; I can promiſe you 
good country fare and wholeſome exerciſe : 
for I have every thing within myſelf, and as 
good a pack of fox-hounds as any in the three 
kingdoms, I ſhawt pretend to expatiate upon 
the elegance of the houſe, which to be ſure is 
an old building; and theſe, you know, are 
generally cold, and not very convenient. But, 
curſe the houſe. the dirty acres about it are 
the thing; and a damn'd fine parcel they are 
to be ſure. If my old grandmother was dead 
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 — ſhe can't live another ſeaſon, for ſhe's turn · | 
ed of fourſcore, and quite wore out: nay, as 


for that matter, I believe I have got a letter 


in my pocket giving an account of her being 


deſpaired of by the doctors. Let me ſee— No, 


d—n it, I left it at home 1 in the Pocket of ano. 


ther coat. 


Pickle, who from the beginning of this ho | 


rangue, ſaw its tendency, ſeemed to yield the 
moſt ſerious attention to what he ſaid ; break- 


ing in upon it, every now and then, with the 


inter jections, Hum! Ha! The deuce! and 


ſeveral civil queſtions, from which the other 

_ conceived happy omens of ſucceſs ; till per- 

; 8 they had advanced as far as the paſſage 
t James's, the miſchievous youth inter- 

rupted him all at once, ſaying, I ſee you 

are for the end of the walk; this is my way.” 


into 


| With theſe words he rack his leave of the 


ſaunterer, who would have delayed his re- 
treat, by calling to him, aloud, that he had 
not yet deſcribed the ſituation of his caſtle, 
But Peregrine without ſtopping, anſwered in 
the ſame tone, Another time will do as 


well; and in a moment diſappeared, leavin 

the projector very much mortified with his 
diſappointment; for bis intention was to cloſe 
the deſcription, with a demand of twenty 


pieces, to be repaid out of the firſt remittance | 


he ſhould receive from his eſtate. 


It would have been well for our hero, had 


| he always acted with the ſame circumſpection: 
but he had his unguarded moments, in which 


he fell a prey, to the n n of 
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his own heart.. There was a perſon among 


the number of his acquaintances, whoſe con- 


verſation he particularly reliſhed, becauſe it 
was frank, agreeable, and fraught with many 
ſenſible obſervations upon the craft and trea- 
chery of mankind. This gentleman had made 

ſhift to diſcuſs a very genteel fortune, though 
it was ſpent with taſte and reputation, and 


now he was reduced to his ſhifts for the main- 


tenance of his family, which conſiſted of a 
wife and child. Not that he was deſtitute of 
the neceſſaries of life, being comfortably ſup- 
plied by the bounty of his friends ; but this 
was a proviſion not at all ſuited to his inclina- 
tion; and he had endeavoured, by divers un- 
ſacceſsful ſchemes, to retrieve his former in- 
veonideney,” Te ey. 
Peregrine happened one evening to be ſit- 
ting alone in a coffee-houſe, where he over- 
heard a converſation between this ſchemer and 
another gentleman touching an affair that en- 
gaged his attention. The ſtranger had been 
left truſtee for fifteen hundred pounds be- 
queathed to the other's daughter by an aunt, 
and was ſtrongly ſolicited to pay the money to 
the child's father, who aſſured him, he had 
then an opportunity to lay it out in ſuch a 
manner as would greatly conduce to the ad- 


vantage of his family, The truſtee reminded _ 


him of the nature of his charge, which made 
him accountable for the money, until the 
child ſhould have attained the age of eighteen; 
but at the ſame time gave him to underſtand, 
that if he could procure ſuch ſecurity as 
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would indemnify him from the conſequences, 
he would forthwith pay the legacy into his 
hands. To this propoſal the father replied, 
that it was not to be ſuppoſed he would riſk the 
fortune of his only child, upon any idle ſcheme 
or precarious. iſſue : and therefore he thought 
it reaſonable, that he ſhould have the uſe of 
it in the mean time; and that, as to ſecurity, 
be was lothto trouble any of his friends about 
an affair which might be compromiſed without 
their interpoſition ; obſerving, that he would | 
not lock upon his condeſcenſion as a favour, 
if obtained by a ſecurity, on which he could = 
_ borrow the fame ſum. from any” uſurer in 3 
5 town. 
After much importunity c on one fide; 101 
00 on the other, the money'd gentleman 
told him, that though he would not ſurrender 
the ſum depoſited in his hands, for the uſe of 
his daughter, he would lend him what he 
| ſhould have occaſion for in the mean time; 
and if upon her being of. age, he ſhould de 
able to obtain her concurrence, the money 
ſhould be placed to her account; provided he 
could find any perſon of credit; who would 
join with him in a bond, for the aſſurance of 
| the lender. This proviſo was an obſtruction 
which the other would not have been able to 
ſurmount without great difficulty, had not his 
cauſe been eſpouſed by our hero, who thought 
it was a pity a man of honour and underſtand- 
ing ſliould ſuffer in his principal concerns on 
-. tuch a paultry conſideration. He therefore, i 
Pr cſuming on his acquaintance, interpoſed in 
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- the converſation as a friend, who intereſted 
himſelf in the affair; and being fully informed 
of the particulars, offered himſelf as a ſecurity | 
for the lender. 

This gentleman being a Aranger tooPere- 
grine, was next day made acquainted with his 
funds; and, without farther ſeruple, accom- 
modated his friend with one thouſand pounds, 

for which he took their bond, payable in ſix 
months, though he proteſted that the money 
ſhould never be demanded, until the infant 
ſhould be of age, unleſs ſome accident ſhovld 
happen which he could not then foreſee. 
Pickle believed this declaration ſincere, be- 
cauſe he could have no intereſt in d. Nembling : : 
but what he chiefly depended upon for his 

own ſecurity, was the integrity and confi- 
dence of the borrower, who aſſured him, that 
happen what would, he ſhould be able to 
ſtand between him and all danger; the na- 
tore of his plan being ſuch, as would infallioly 

treble the ſum in a very few months, 

In a little time after this tranſaction, writs 
being flaed out for electing a new parliament, 
our adventurer, by the advice of his patron, 
Went into the country, in order to canvaſs for 
a borouph, and lined his pockets with a com- 
| Petent thare of bank-notes for the occaſion. 

But, in this project, he unfortunately hap- 
pened to interfere with the intereſt of a great 
family in the oppoſition, who for a long ſeries 
of years, had made members for that place; 
and were now ſo much offended at the intru- 


ſion of « our Joung N that they threat- 


F 
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ene to ſpend ten thouſand pounds 1 in fruſtra- 
ting his deſign. This menace was no other 
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than an incitement to Peregrine, who confided. 
fo much in his own influence and addrefs, that 


he vc.ily believed he ſhould be able to baftle 

bis grace, even in his own territories. By 
that victory he hoped to eſtabliſh his reputa- 
tion and intereſt with the miniſter, Who, 
through the recommendation of his noble 
friend, countenanced his cauſe, and would 

have been very well pleaſed to ſee one of his 
greateſt enemies ſuffer ſuch a diſgraceful ov r- 


throw, which would have, moreover, in a 


| great meaty e, thaken his credit with his fac- 
| tion. 


Our kan. al ah” 1 of 


8 pr ide and ambition, put all his talents to tbe 
teſt, in the execution of this project. He 
ſpared no expence in treating the electors; 
but finding himſelf rivalled, in this reſpect, 
by his competitor, who was powerfully ſup- 
ported, he had recourſe to thoſe qualifications 
zin which he thought himſelf ſuperior. He 
made balls for the ladies, viſited the matrons 
of the corporation, adapted himſelf to their 
various humours with. ſurpriſing facility, drank 
with thoſe who loved a cherithing cup in pri- 

vate, made love to the amorous, prayed with 

the religious, goſſiped with thoſe who delight- 
ed in ſcandal, and with great ſagacity contri- 


ved agreeable preſents to them all, This 


was the moſt effectual method of engaging 
ſuch electors as were under the influence of | 
Their wives. As for the reſt, he aſſailed them 
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im their own way, ſetting whole hogtheads of 
bear and wine abroach, "Tok the benefir of all 
comers; and, into thoſe ſordid hearts that li- 
quor would not open, he found means to con- 
vey himſelf by the nelp of a golden key. 
While he thus exerted himſelf, his anta- 
oniſt was not idle; his age and infirmiti s 
- would not permit him to enter perſonally into 
their parties; but his ſteward and adherents 
beſtirred themſelves with great induſtry and 
perſeverance. The market for votes ran ſo 
high, that Pickle's ready money was exhauſt- 
ed before the day of election; and he was o- 
bliged to write to his patron an account of the 
dilemma to which he was reduced; entreating 
him to take ſuch ſpeedy meaſures, as would 
enable him to finiſh the bulinels which he had 
: ſo happily begun. 
I his nobleman commrnieated; the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe to the miniſter, and ina 
day or two our candidate found credit with 
the receiver-general of the county, who lent 
kin twelve hundred pounds on his perſonal 
note, Payable on demand. By means of this new 
ſupply, he managed matters fo ſuccefsſully, 
that an evident majority of votes was ſecured 
in his intereſt; and nothing could have ob- 
ſtructed his election, had not the noble peer 
Who ſet up his competitor, in order to avoid 
the ſhame and mortification of being foiled in 
his own borough, oifered to compromiſe the 
_ affaty with his honour, by giving up two mem- 
bers in another place, provided the oppoſition 


_ thould ceate in his own corporation. This 


Hz 
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propoſal was greedily embraced, on the eve 
of election, Peregrine received an intimation 


from his patron, deſiring him to quit his pre- 
tenſions, on pain of his and the miniſter's diſ- 


Pleaſure ; and promiſmg that he ſhould be 
elected for another place. 


No other diſappointment in life coal ke 1 


given him ſuch chagrin as he felt at the receipt 
of this tantalizing order, by which the cup of 


ſucceſs was ſnatched from his lip, and all the 


vanity of his ambitious hope humbled in the 
_ duſt. He curs'd the whole chain of his court 
connexions, inveighed with great animolity 


” againſt the raſcally ſcheme of politics to 


Which he was facrificed ; and in concluſion 
ſwore he would not give up the fruits of his 
own addreſs for the pleaſure of any miniſter 

upon earth, This laudable reſolution, how- 


ever, was rendered ineffectual by his friend 


the receiver- general, who was bearer of the 
meſſage, and (after having, in vain, endea- 
voured to perſuade him to ſubmiſſion) fairly 
_ arreſted him upon the ſpot for the money he 
had advanced; this expedient being per form 
ed by virtue of. a writ which he had been ad- 
viſed to take out in caſe the young man 
ſhould prove refractory. _ 
Ihe reader, who, by this time, mult be : 
8 prebty well acquainted with the diſpoſition of 
our adventurer, may eaſily conceive how he 
reliſhed this adventure. At firſt, all the fa- 
culties of his ſoul were ſwallowed up in a- 
ſtoniſhment and indignation; and ſome mi- 
nutes s elapſed before his nerves w ould obey 
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the impulſe of his rage, which manifeſted it- 
ſelf in ſuch an application to the temples of 
the plaintiff, as laid him ſprawling on the 
floor. This aſſault, which was committed in 
a tavern whither he had been purpoſely de- 
coyed, attracted the regard of the bailiff and 
his followers, who, to the number of four, 
ruſhed upon him at once, in order to over- 
power him; but his wrath inſpired him with - 
= ſuch additional ſtrength and agility, that he 
= diſengaged himfelf from them in a trice, and 
ſeizing a poker which was the firſt weapon 
that preſented itſelf to his hand, exerciſed it 
upon their ſkulls with incredible dexterity and 
execution. The officer himſelf, who had 
been the firſt that preſumed to lay violent 
hands upon him, felt the firſt effects of his 
fury, in a blow upon the jaws, in conſe- 
quence of which he loſt three of his teeth, and 
fell athwart the body of the receiver, with 
which he form'd the figure of a St Andrew's. 
croſs: one of his myrmidons ſeeing the fate of 
his chief, would not venture to attack the 
victor in front, but wheeling to one fide made 
an attempt upon him in flank, and was re- 
ceived obliquely by our hero's left hand and 
foot, fo maſterly diſpoſed to the right fide of 
His leg, and the left {ide of his neck, that he 
bolted head foremoſt into the chimney, where 
his chin was encountered by the grate, which, 
in a moment, ſeared him to the bone. The 
reſt of the detachment did not think proper to 
maintain the diſpute, but evacuating the room 
with great expeuion,: locked the door on the 
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outſide, and bellowed aloud to the receiver's 
ſervants, beſeeching them to come to the al- 


ſiſtance of their malter Who was in e of 
| his lite, 5 | 

Mean while, this: gentleman having recol- 
lected himſelf, demanded a parley ; which 


having with di :Miculty obtained of our incenſed 


candidate, in conſequence of the molt ſubmiſ- 
five application, he complained grievoully of 
the young gentleman's intemperance and heat 
of diſpoſition, and very calmly repreſented the 
danger of his r: tneſs and indiſcretion. He 
told him, that nothing could be more outra- 


geous or idle, than the reliſtance he had made 
againſt the 18 of his country, becauſe he 
Vould find it impracticable to withſtand the 


hole executive power of the county, which 
he could eaſily raiſe to apprehend and ſecure 


him; that over and above the diſgrace that 
v ould accrue to him from this imprudent con- 


duct, he would knock his own intereſt on the 
head, by diſobliging his friends in the admini- 
ſtration, who were, to his knowledge, at 
preſent very well diſpoſed to do him ſervice; 


that, for his own part, what be had done was 
by the expreſs order of his ſuperiors, and rot 


out of any delire of diſtreſſing him; and that, 
far from being his enemy, notwithſtanding the 


| ſhocking inſult he had ſuſtained, he was ready £ 
to withdraw the writ, provided. be would 
liſten to any reaſonable terms of accommoda- 
Son. Es = 
: Peregrine, who was not more prone to an- 
ger than open to conviction, N appeated 


Wee 
r 
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by his condeſcenſion, moved by his arguments, 
and chid by his own reflection for what he had 
done in the precipitation of his wrath, began 
to give ear to his remonſtrances; and the bai- 
liffs being ordered to withdraw, they entered 
into a conference, the reſult of which was our 
adventurer's immediate departure for London; 
ſo that next day his competitor was unani— 
mouſly cboſen, becauſe no body appeared to 
oppoſe his election. 
The diſcontented Pickle, on his arrival in 
town, went directly to the houſe of his pa- 
tron, to whom, in the anguiih of his diſap- 
pointment, he bitterly complained of the treat- 
ment he had received; by which, belides tne 
diſgrace of his overthrow, he was no leſs than 
two thouſand pounds out. of pocket, excluſive 
of the debt for which he ſtood engaged to the 
receiver. His lordthip, who was prepared 
for this expoſtulation,: on his know ledge of the 
young man's impetuous temper, anſwered all 
the articles of his charge with great delibera- 
tion, giving him to underſtand the motives 
that induced the miniſter to quit his intereſt in 
that borough; and ſoothing him with aſſu- 
rances that his lots would-be amply rewarded 
by his honour, to whom he was next day in- 
troduced by this nobleman, in the warmeſt 
Eyle of recommendation. The miniſter, who 
Was a pattern of complaiſance, received him 
with the molt engaging atfabi ity ; thanked 
him very kindly for his endeavours to ſupport 
and ſtrengthen the intereſt of the adminiſtra- 
; nion; 33 and faithfully promited to By. hold on 
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the firſt opportunity to expreſs the ſenſe he 
had of his zeal and attachment; deſired to ſee 
him often at his levee, that in the multiplici- 
ty of buſineſs he might not be in anger of 
: 88 his ſervices and deſert. 


0 H A P. XC. 


; Peregrine commences mini tere 1 meets 
by accident with Mrs Gauntlet; and deſcends | 


3 in the condition of lite. 


HIS reception, favourable as it was, did 
not pleaſe Peregrine, who had too 
much diſcernment to be cajoled with general 
promiſes, at a time when he thought . 
e 
accordingly ſignified his diſguſt to his introduc- | 
giving him to underſtand, that he had 
: Jaid his account with being choſen repreſenta. | 
tive of one of thoſe boroughs for which he 


| Intitled to the moſt particular aſſurance. 


tor, 


had been ſacrificed. His lordſhip agreed to 


the reaſonableneſs of his expectation, obſer- | 


ving, however, that he could not ſuppoſe the 
miniſter would enter upon buſineſs with him, 


on his firſt viſit ; and that it would be time 
enough, at his next audience, to communicate 


| his demand. 


Notwithſtanding this ls.” our E 
hero continued to indulge his ſuſpicion and 


» chagrin, and even made a point of it with his 


patron, that his lordſhip ſhould next day make 
application in his behalf, leaſt the two ſeats 


ſhould be filled UP, on ares of bis iacling- 
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tions being unknown. Thus importuned, my 
lord went to his principal, and returned with 
an anſwer, importing that his honour was ex- 
tremely for ry that Mr Pickle had not ſignified 
his fequeſt before the boroughs in queſtion | 
were promiſed to two gentlemen waom he 
could not now diſappoint, with any regard to 
his own credit or intereſt; but as ſeveral per- 
= fons who would be choſen were, to his certain 
= Knowledge, very aged and infirm, he did not 
= doubt that there would be plenty of vacant 
ſeats in a very ſhort time; and then the young 
ee might depend upon his friend (ip. 
Peregrine was ſo much irritated at this in- 
timation, that in the firſt tranſports of his an- 
ger he forgot the reſpe& he owed to his 
triend, and in his preſence inveighed againſt 
the miniſter, as a perſon devoid of gratitude 
and candour, proteſting, that if ever an op- 
portunity ſhould offer itſelf, he would ſpend 
the whole remains of his fortune in oppoling 
his meaſures. The nobleman having given. 
: him time to exhauſt the impetuoſity of bis paſ- 
= tion, rebuked him very calmly for his difre- 
=_ ſpectful expreſſions, which were equally in- 
jurious and indiſcreet; aſſured him that his 
project of revenge, if ever put in execution, 
would redound to his own prejudice and son- 
fuſion; and adviſed him to cultivate and im- 
prove, with patience and afſiduiry, the ſoot- 
ing he had already obtained in the miniſters . 
good graces. 
Our hero, convinced of the ack, wound 
nor ſatisfied with the occaſion of his ama 
55 OL, IV. I 
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tions, tock his leave in a fit of ſullen diſcon- 


tent, and began to ruminate upon the ſhatter- 


ed poſture of his affairs. All that now e re- 


mained of the ample fortune he had inherited, 


was the ſum he had depotited in his lordſhip's 
hands, together with fifteen hundred pounds 
he had ventured on bottomry, and the garri- 
ſon, which he had left for the uſe and accom- 
| modation of the lieutenant; and on the per 
contra fide of his account he was debtor for 
the ſupply he had received from the receiver- 
eneral, and the money for which he was 


: bound in behalf of his friend; ſo that he found 
himſelf, for the firſt time of his life, very 


much embarraſſed in his circumſtances; for, 


of the firſt half year's intereſt of his ten thou- 
fand, which was punctually paid, he had but 
fourlcore pounds in bank, without any pro- 
ſpect of a farther ſupply till the other term, 
which was at the diſtance of four long months. 
He ſeriouſly reflected upon the uncertainty of 


human affairs; the ſhip with his filteen hundred 


pounds might be loſt, rhe gentleman for whom 
he was ſecurity might miſcarry in this as 


well as in his former projects, - and the mini- 
Ner might one day, through policy or diſplea- 


ſure, expoſe him to the mercy of his depen- 


dat who was in poſſeſſion of his notes. 
Theſe ſuggeſtions did not at all contribute 


to the eaſe of our adventurer's mind already 
ruffled by his diſappointment. He curſed his 


owa folly and extravagance, by which he was 


reduced to ſuch an uncomfortable ſituation. 


He compared his own conduct with that ff 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 6&6 
ſome young gentlemen of his acquaintance, 
who, while he was ſquandering away the beſt 
part of his inheritance, had improved their 
fortunes, ſtrengthened their intereſt, and in- 
creaſed their reputation, He was abandoned. 
by his gaiety and good humour, his counte- 
nance gradually contracted itſelf into a repre- 
ſentation of ſeverity and care, he dropped all 


his amuſements and the companions of his plea- 


ſure, and turned his whole attention to the mi- 
miſter, at whoſe levee he never failed to appear. 

While he thus laboured-in the wheel of de- 
pendance, with all that mortification which a 


youth of his pride and ſenſibility may be fup- 
poſed to feel from ſuch a difagreeable neceſi}- 
ty, he one day heard himſelf called by name, 
as he croſſed the Park; and turning percei- 


ved the wife of captain Gauntlet with ano- 


ther lady. He no ſooner recognized the kind 


Sophy, than he accoſted her with his wonted 
civility of friend{hip ; but his former ſprightly 
air was metamorphoſed into fuch auſterity, or 
rather dejection of feature, that ſhe could 
ſcarce believe her own eyes; and in her a- 
ſtoniſhment “ Is it poſlible (ſaid ſhe) that the 
gay Mr Pickle ſhould be ſo much altered in 
inch a ſhort ſpace of time!” He made no 


other reply to this exclamation, but by a lan- 
guid ſmile ;- and aſked how long the had been 


in town; oblerving, that he would have paid 
his compliments to her at her own lodgings, 
had he been favoured with the leaſt intimation 
of her arrival; After having thanked him 


for his politeneſs, the told him, it was not 


12 
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owing to any abatement of her friendſhip and 
eſteem for him, that ſhe had omitted to give 
him that notice; but his abrupt departure 
from Windſor, and the manner in Which he 
quitted Mr Gauntlet, had given her juſt 
grounds to believe, that they had incurred his 
_ diſpleaſure ; which ſuſpicion was reinforced. 
by his long ſilence and neglect from that pe- 
riod to the preſent time. She obſerved it 
was till farther confirmed, by his forbearing. 
to inquire for Emilia and her brother Judge 
then, (ſaid ſhe) if I had any reaſon to believe 
that you would be pleaſed to hear that I was 
in town. However, I will not detain you at 
- preſent, becauſe you ſeem to be engaged a- 
bout ſome particular buſineſs; but, if you will 
_ favour me with your company at breakſaſt to- 
mor row, I hall be much pleaſed, and honour- 
ed to boot, by the viſit.” Se ſaying, ſhe 
gave him a direction to her lodgings; ; and he 
took his leave with a faithful pr omiſe of ſee - 
ing her at the appointed time. 
He was very much affected with this ad. 
vance of Sophy, which he contidered as an in- 
ſtance of her uncommon ſweetneſs of temper; 
he felt ſtrange longings of returning friendſhip 

towards Godfrey ; and the remembrance of 
Emilia melted his heart, already ſoftned with 
grief and mortification. Next day, he did 
not neglect his engagement, and had the 


pleafure of enjoying a long converſation with 7 
this ſenſible young lady, who gave him to 


underſtand, that her huſband was with his re- 
giment; and preſented to him a fine boy, the 
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firſt fruits of their love, whom they had chri- 

' ftened by the name of Peregrine, in memory _ 
of the friendihip which had ſubſiſted between 
Godfrey and our youth. | 

This proof of their regard, notwithſtand- 
ing the interruption in their correſpondence, 
made a deep impreſſion upon the mind of our 
adventurer, who having made the warmeſt 
acknowledgments for this undeſer ved mark of 
reſpect, took the child in his arms, and almoſt 
devoured him with kiſſes, proteſting before 

God, that he thould always conſider him with 
the tenderneſs of a parent, This was the 

higheſt compliment he could pay to the gentle 

Sophy, who again kindly chid him for his diſ- 
dainful and precipitate retreat, immediately 
after her marriage; and expreſſed an earneſt 

deſire of ſeeing him and the captain recon- 
ciled. He aſſured her, nothing could give 

him greater ſatisfa cd than ſuch an event, 
to which he would contribute all that lay in 
his power, though he could not help looking 
upon himſelf as injured by captain Gauntlet's 
behaviour, which denoted a ſuſpicion of his 
honour, as well as contempt for his under. 
ſtanding. The lady undertook for the con- 
ceſſion of her hufband, who (the told him) had 
been extremely ſorry for his own hear, after 

Mr Pickle's departure, and would have fol- 

lowed him to the garriſon, in order to ſolicit 

his forgiveneſs, had not he been reſtrained by 
certain punctilios, occaſioned by ſome acrimo- 


nious expreſſions that dropt from Peregrine at 5 
the inn. 
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After having cleared up this miſunderſtand: 
ing, ſhe proceeded to give an account of Emi- 


lia, whole behaviour, at that juncture, plain- 
J indicated a continuance of affection for her 
firſt lover; and deſired, that he would give 


her full powers to bring that matter alſo to an 
accommodation: For I am not more certain 
of my own exiſtence (ſaid the) than that yon 


are ſtill in poſſeſſion of my ſiſter's heart.” At 


this declaration, the tear ſtarted in his eye: 


But he ſhook his head, and declined her good 
offices, wiſhing: that the young lady might be 
much more happy than ever Ne thould be able Y 


to make her. 
Mrs Gauntlet; confounded: at theſe expreſ. 


. We and waved by the deſpondivg manner 
in which they were delivered, begg'd to know _ 


if any new obſtacle was raiſed; by ſome late 


: change i in his ſentiments or ſituation: and he, 
in order to avoid a painful explanation, told 
her, that he had long deſpaired of being able 
to vanguith Emilia's reſentment, and for that 
Treaſon quitted the purſuit, whih he would 
never renew, howſoever bis heart might ſuffer 
by that reſolution ; ; though he took heaven to 
witneſs, that his love, eſteem and admiration 


of her were not in the leaſt impaired: but the 


true motive of his laying aſide his deſign, was 
the conſciouſneſs of his decayed fortune, 
which, by adding to the inſenſibility of his | 


pride increaſed the horror of another repulſe. 


She expreſſed her concern for this determina- 
tion, beth on his own account, and in behalf _ 


. Ema, whoſe happineſs (in her opinion) 
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_. &5pended upon his conſtancy and affection; 
and ſhe would have queſtioned him more mi- 


nutely about the {tate of his affairs, had not 

he diſcouraged the inquiry,/by ſeeking to in- 

troduce another ſubject of converſation, _ 
After mutual proteſtations of friendſhip and 


regard; he promiſed-to viſit her often, during 


her reſidence in town; and took his leave in a 
ſtrange perplexity of mind, occalioned by the 
images of love, intr uding upon the remon- 
ſtrances of carking care. He had ſome time 
ago forſaken thoſe extravagant Companions 
with whom he had rioted in the heyday of his 
fortune, and begun to conſort with a graver 
and more ſober ſpecies of acquaintance : but 
he now found himſelf diſabled from cultivating 
the ſociety of theſe alſo, who were men of 
ample eſtates and liberal. diſpoſitions ; ; in con- 
ſequence of which, their parties were too ex- 
penſive for the conſumptive ſtate of his fi- 
mances; ſo that he was obliged to deſcend to 


another degree, and mingle with a ſet of old 


batchelors and younger brothers, who ſubſiſt- 


ed on ſlender annuities, or what is called a 
bare competency in the public funds. This 


aſſociation was compoſed of ſecond- hand poli- 
ticians and minor critics, who in the forenoon 
ſaunter in the Mall, or lounge at ſhows of 
pictures, appear. in the drawing -· room once or 
twice a week, dine at an ordinary, decide diſ- 
putes in a coffee-houſe with an air of ſuperi- 
or intelligence, frequent the pit of the play- 
' houſe, and once in a month ſpend an evening 
With ſome noted actor whole remarkable ** 


— |  Jhberal and learned than that to which they 
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ings they repeat for the entertainment of their 
N ordinary friends. 
After all, he found ſomething cebit edle | 

N enough in the company of theſe gentlemen, 
who never intereſted his paſſions to any vio- 
lence of tranſport, nor teaſed him with imper- 
tinent curioſity about his private affairs: for 
though many of them had maintained a very 
long, cloſe and friendly correſpondence with 
each other, they never dreamt of inquiring 
into particular concerns; and if one of the two 
who were moſt intimately connected, had been 
aſked how the other made a ſhift to live, 
he would have anſwered, with great truth, 
«<< Really; that is more tham I know.“ Notwith- - 
ſtanding this phlegmatic indifference, which 
is of the true Engliſh production, they were all 
inoffenſive good natured people, who loved a 
Joke and a ſong, delighted in telling a merry 
ſtory, and prided themſelves in the art of ca- 
tering, eſpecially in the articles of fich, veniſon 7 
and wild fowl. 
Our young gentleman v was not alin a- 
mong them on the footing of a common mem- 


ber who makes intereſt for his admiſſion; he 


Was courted as a perſon of ſuperior genius 
and importance, and his compliance looked 
upon as an honour to their ſociety. This 
their idea of his preheminence was ſupported 
by his converſation, which while it was more 


had been accuſtomed, was tinctured with an 


aſſuming air, ſo agreeably diffuſed, that in- 
4 ſtead of producing e. it commanded re- 
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: foedt. They not only appealed to him in 
all donbts relating to foreign parts, to which 
one and ail of them were {trangers, but allo 

conſulted his knowledge in hiſtory and divini- 
ty, which were frequently the topics of their 
| debates; and in poetry of all kinds, he deci- 
ded with fuch magiſterial authority as even 
weighed againſt the opinions of the players 

themſelves. The variety of characters he had 
ſeen and obſerved, and the high ſpheres of 
life in which he had ſo lately moved, furniſh- 
ed him with a thouſand entertaining anec- 
E totes. When he became a little familiarized 
= to his diſappointments, fo that his natural vi- 
| vacity began to revive, he flaſhed among 
them in ſuch a number of bright fallies, as 
ſtruck them with admiration, and conſtituted 
= himſelf a claſſic in wit; inſomuch that they 
began to retailchis remnants, and even invited 
= ſome particular friends to come and hear him 
} hold forth. One of the players, who had for 
many years ſtrutted about the taverns in the 
neighbourhood of Covent-garden as the Grand 

Turk of wit and humour, began to find his 
admirers melt away and a certain petulent 
phyſician, who had ſhone at almoſt all the 
Port- clubs in that end of the town, was actu- 
ally obliged to import his talents into the city, 
where he has now happily taken root. 5 
Nor was this ſucceſs to be wondered at, if 

we conſider that, over and above his natural 

genius and education, our adventurer ſtill had 
the opportunity of knowing every thing which 


happened among the great, by means of his 
VoL, TY K 
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friend Cadwallader, with whom he till main- 


tained his former intimacy, though it was 


now chequered with many occaſional tifts, 
ov ing to the ſarcaſtic remonſtrances of the Miſ- 


anthrope, who diſapproved of thoſe ſchemes 
which miſcarried with Peregrine, and now 


took unſeaſonable methods of valuing himſelf 
vpon his own foreſight; nay, he was between 
u hiles like a raven croaking preſages of more 
ill- luck from the deceit of the miniſter, the 


diſlim ulation of his patron, the folly of the 
Projector for whom he was. bound, the un- 


. certainty of the ſeas, and the villainy of 1 2 


with whom he had entruſted his. caſh : 


| Crabtree ſaw and confidered every os a : 
through a perſpective of ſpleen that always 


reflected the worſt fide of human nature. 


For theſe reaſons, our, young gentleman 
began to be diſguited at .certain intervals, 


with the character of this old man, whom he 


now thought a moroſe cynic, not ſo much in- 


cenſed againſt the follies and vices of mankind, 


as delighted with the diſtreſs. of his fellow- 
creatures. Thus he put the moſt unfavour- 
able conſtruction on the principles of his 
friend, becauſe he found himſelf jullly fallen 


Jer the laſh of his animadverſion. This 


ſelf-accuſation very often diſſolves the cloſeſt 

friendfhip : a man, conſcious of his own indiſ- 
cretion, is implacably offended at the rectitude 
of his companion's conduct, which he conſi- 


ders as an inſult upon his failings, never to 
be forgiven, even though he has not taſted 


- the bitterneſs of reproof, which no ſinner can 


n 


WS 


n 
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eommodiouſly digeſt. The friendſhip, there- 
fore, ſublifting ee Crabtree and Pickle, 
had of late ſuffered ſeveral ſymptomatic ſhocks 
that ſeemed to prognoſticate a total diffolyu- 
tion; a great deal of ſmart dialogue had paſ- 
ſed in their private converſitions; and the 
lenior began to repent of having placed his 
confidence in ſuch an impr udent, headitrong, 
ungovernable youth, 
It was in ſuch parc rexyſins of diſpleaſure, 
that he propheſied nüsfortune to Peregrine, 
and even told kim one morning, that he had 
dream'd of the thipwreck of the two Eaſt-In- 
diamen on board of which he had hazarded 
his money. But this was no other than a falſe 
vition ; for in a few weeks, one of them ar- 
_ rived at her moor ings in the river, and he re- 
ceived a thouſand in Jeu of eight hundred 
pounds which he had lent upon bond to one 
of the mates. At the ſame time he was in- 
formed, that the other hip in which he was 
concerned, had, in all probability, loſt her 
paſſage for the ſeaſon, by being unable to 
weather the Cape. He was not at all con- 
cer ned at that piece of news, knowing that the 
longer he ſhould lie ont of his money, he 
would have the more intereſt to receive; and 
finding his preſent difficulties removed by this 
ſupply, bis heart began 10 dilate, and his 
countenance to reſume its former Aer ity. 
This ſtare of exultation, however, was ſoon 
interrupted by a ſmall accident which he could 
no foreſee : he was viſited one morning by 
the per ſon who had lent his friend a thoutand 
K a 
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pounds « on his ſecurity, and given to under- 
| ſtand, that the borrower had abſconded in 
conſequence of a diſappointment, by which 
he had loſt the whole ſum, and all hopes of 
retrieving it; ſo that our hero was now liable 
for the debt, which he beſought him to diſ- 
charge according to the bond, that he (the 
lender) might not ſuffer by his humanity. It 
may be eaſily conceived, that Peregrine did 
not receive this intelligence in cold blood. 
He curſed his own imprudence in contracting 
ſuch engagements with an adventurer whom 5 
he did not ſufficently know. They exclaim- 
cd againſt the treachery of the projector; and 
having for ſome time indulged his reſenmem 
in threats and imprecations, inquired imo the 5 
nature of the ſcheme which had miſcarried. 
Ihe lender, who had informed himſelf of : 
the whole affair, gratified his curioſity in this 
Particular, by telling him that the fugitive 
had been cajoled by a certain knight of the 
poſt, who undertook to manage the thouſand 
pounds in ſuch a manner, as would, in a very 
little time, make him perfectly independent; 2 
and thus he delineated the plan: “ one balf 
of the ſum (ſaid he) ſhall be laid out in jewels, 
which I will pawn to certain perſons of credit 
and fortune, who lend money upon ſuch 
pledges at an exorbitant intereſt, The other 
ſhall be kept ſor relieving them, ſo that they 
may be again depoſited with a ſecond ſet of 
thoſe honourable uſurers; and when they 
| ſhall have been circulated in this manner thro? _ 
variety of hands, we will extort money from 
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each of the pawn-brokers, by threatening them 
with a public proſecution, for exacting illegal 
Intereſt ; and I know that they will bleed free- 
If rather than be expoſed to the infamy at- 
tending ſuch an accuſation.” The ſcheme 


& was ſeaſible, and though not very honourable, . 


made ſuch an impreſſion upon the needy bor- 
rower, that he aſſented to the propoſal ; and, 
by our hero's credit the money was raiſeds 
The jewels were accordingly purchaſed, pawn- 


: cd, relieved, and re-pledged by the agent 


who undertook to manage the whole affair: 
and ſo judidiouſly was the project executed; 
that he could have eaſily proved each lender 
guilty of the charge. Having thus far ſucs 
ceſsfully tranſacted the buſineſs, this faithful 
agent viſited them ſeverally on his own. ac- 
count, to give them intimation, that his em- 
ployer intended to ſue them on the ſtatute of 
uſury; upon which, every one for himſelf 


bribed the informer to withdraw his evidence, 


by which alone he could be convicted; and 
having received theſe gratifications, he had 
thought proper to retreat into France, with 
the whole booty, including the original thou- 
ſand that put them in motion. In conſequence 
of this decampment, the borrower had with- 
drawn himſelf ; ſo that the lender was * 
to have recourſe to his fecurity. 
This was a very mortifying account to our 
| young gentleman, who in vain reminded the 


narrater of his promiſe importing, that he 


would not demand the money, until he ſhould 
be called to an account by his ward; and ob- 
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ſerved. that, long before that period, the fu. 


_ gitive might appear and diſcharge the debt. 


But the other was deaf to theſe remonfirances : Þ 


alledging, that his promiſe was pr oviſional, 


on the fuppoſition that the borrower would 
deal candidly and fairly; that he had for- 
feited all title to his friendibip and truſt 
by the ſcandalous ſcheme in which he had 


embarked; and that his treacherous flight 


from his ſecurity- was no proof of his honetty : 


and intended return ; but on the contrary, a 
warning by which he (we lender) was taught 
to take care of himſelf. He therefore inſiited 


upon his being indemnified immediately, on 
pain of letting the law take its courſe; and 
Peregrine was actually obliged to part with 
the whole ſum he had ſo lately received. But 
this payment was not made without extreme 


reluctance, indignation and denunciation of e- 


ternal war againſt the abſconder and the rigid 
creditor, betwixt Wem he luſpected lone 


| colluſion, 


CHAP. XCI. 


Cadwallader af 0 the part 6 of a 1 tn his 


friend; and in his turn is Conſoled by Pere- 


_ grine, who begins to find 0 4 - off Er 


e dupe. Y 


\HI S new misfortune, which ve juſtly. 


charged to the account of his own folly, 


recalled his chagrin; and though he endea- 


voured with all his might to conceal the affair 
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from the knowledge of Cadwallader, that pry- 


ing obſerver perceived. his countenance over- 


cait, The projector's ſudden diſappearance 
alarming his ſuſpicion, he managed his inqui- 


_ ries with fo much art, that in a few days he 
made himſelf acquainted with every particular 
of the tranſaction, and reſolved to gratify his 
ſpleen at the expence-of the iwpatient dupe. | 
With this view he took an opportunity to ac- 


colt him with a very ſerious air, ſaying, a friend 


Of his had immediate occaſion for a thouſand 


pounds, and as Peregrine had the exact fum 


ling by him, he would take it as a great fa- 
- vour, if he would part with it ſor a few months 
on ee e ſecurity. Had Pickle known 
the true motive of this demand, he would in 
all likelihood, have made a very diſagreeable 
anſwer ; but Crabtree had wrapt himſelf up 

: ſo ſecurely in the diſſimulation of his features, 

that the youth could not poſſibly penetrate in- 
to his intention; and in a molt galling ſuſpence 


replied, that the money was otherwiſe enga- 
ged. The Miſanthrope, not contented with 


this irritation, preſumed the prerogative of a 
friend, and. queſtioned him fo minutely about 
the diſpoſal of the caſh, that after numberleſs 
evaſions which coſt him a world of torture to 
invent, he could contain his vexation no long- 
er, but exclaimed in a rage, © Damn your im- 
_ - pertinence ! 'tis gone to the devil, and that's 
_ enough !” Thereafter, as it may be (ſaid this 
tormentor, With a molt provoking indifference | 
. af apect) I ſhould be glad to know upen 
What voting ; for I ſuppoſe you have lame 
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expectation of advantage from that quarter,” | 


„ ?Sdeath ! Sir, (cried the impatient youth) if 
A had any expectation from hell, I would make 


Intereſt with you, for I believe from my ſoul, 
you are one of its moſt favoured miniſters up- 


on earth.” With theſe words he flung out of 


the room, leaving Cadwallader very well ſa- 


| tisfied with the chaſtiſement he had beſtowed. 
Peregrine having cooled himſelf with a ſo- 
Hitary walk in the Park, during which the 
violence of his choler gradually evaporated, 
and his reflection was called to a ſerious deli- 
beration upon the poſture of his affairs; he 
reſolved to redouble his diligence and impor- 
- tunity with his patron and miniſter, in order 
to obtain ſome ſine- cure, which would indem 


nify him for the damage he had ſuſtained on 
their account. 
lordſhip, and ſignified his demand, after ha- 


ving 


ſubſiſtence. 


His noble friend commended hits for the re- 
gard he manifeſted for his own intereſt, which 


he conſidered as a proof of his being at laſt 
- detached from the careleſs inadvertency of 
youth ; he approved of his demand, which 
he aſſured him hould be faithfully tr anſmitted 


to the miniſter, and backed with all his influ- | 


ence; and encouraged his hope, by obſer- 


ving, that ſome profitable places were at that 


time vacant, and, tot far as s he knew, unen- 


74 e. 


He accordingly went to his 


told him, that he had ſuffered ſeveral 
freſh loſſes which rendered an immediate pro- 
viſion of that ſort neceſſary to his credit and 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 81 
This converſation helped to reſtore the 
tranquillity of Pickle's breaſt, though he ſtill 


= harboured reſentment againſt Cadwallader on 


account of the laſt inſult; and on the inftant 
he formed a plan of revenge. He knew the 
miſanthrope's remittances from his eſtate in 


the country, had been of late very ſcanty 


in conſequence of repairs and bankruptcies | 


®mong his-tenants ; fo that, in ſpite of all his 


frugality, he had been but barely able to 


maint in his credit, and even that was enga- 
ped on the ſtrength of his running rent. Be- 


therefore intimately acquainted with the 


| \partieularsof his fortune, he wrote a letter to 
_ Crabtree, ſubſcribed with the name of his 
principal farmer's wife, importing, that her 
hufband being lately dead, and the greateſt 
part of her cattle deſtr oyed by the infectious 
diſtemper, ſhe found herſelf utterly incapable 
of paying the rent which was due, or even of 
keeping the farm, unleſs he would, out of his 


reat goodneſs, be pleaſed to give her ſome 


affiſtance, and allow her ts {it free for a 
| welvemonth to come. This mtimation he 
found means to convey by poſt from a market- 


town adjoining to the farm, directed in the 
uſual ſtyle to the cynic, who ſeeing it ſtamped 
with the known marks, could not an ſuf. 


_ pet any impoſition. 


Hackneyed as he was in the ways of life, 
and fteeled with his boaſted ſtoiciſm, this e- 
pittle threw him into fuch an agony of vexa- 
tion, that a double proportion of ſowering was 


viſible in his aſpect, when he was vilited by 
Vor. IV. 1. | 


82 Tux ApvenTurEs or 
the author, who having obſerved and follow. 


ed the poſtman at a proper diſtance, intro- 

| duced a converſation upon his own diſappoint- 
ments, in which, among other circumſtances 
of his own ill. luck, he told him, that his pa- 
tron's ſteward had deſired to be excuſed from 
paying the laſt quarter of his intereſt preciſe- 
ly at the appointed term: for which reaſon, 


he ſhould be utterly void of caſh; and there. 


fore requeſted, that Crabtree would accom- 
modate him with an hundred pieces out of his 


next remittance from the country. 


This demand galled and perplexed the old 
man to ſuch a degree, that the muſcles of his 
face aſſumed a contraction peculiarly virulent, 
and exhibited the character of Diogenes Wich 5 
a moſt lively expreſſion; he knew that a con- 
feſſion of his true ſituation would furnith Pickle 
with an opportunity to make repriſals upon 
him, with intolerable triumph; and that, by 
a downright refuſal to ſupply his wants, he 
would for ever forfeit his friendſhip and eſteem, 
and might provoke him to take ample ven. 
geance for his ſordid behaviour, by expoſing 
him, in his native colours, to the reſentment 
of thoſe whom he had ſo long deceived. Theſe 


conſiderations kept him ſome time in a moſt 


-  Tancorous ſtate of ſuſpence, which Peregrine 
affected to miſinterpret, by bidding him freely 
declare his ſuſpicion, if he did not think it ſafe 
to comply with his requeſt, and he would 

- make ſhift elſewhere. 

This ſeeming miſconftrution increaſed the 

torture of the eee who with the eh 
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moſt irritation of feature, ©* Oons ! (cried 

| he) what villainy have you noted in my con- 

duct, that you treat me like a raſcally uſurer?”” 
Peregrine very gravely replied, that the que- 
ſtion needed no anſwer ; “ for (ſaid he) had 

I confidered you as an uſurer, I would have 


come with a ſecurity under my arm; but, all 


_ evaſion apart, will you ſtead me? will you 


pleaſure me? {ſhall 1 have the money ?” 
« Would it were in your belly with a barrel 


x ol gun- powder! (exclaimed the enraged cynic) 
ſince I muſt be excruciated, read that plaguy 
paper !—sblood ! why didn't nature clap a 


pair of long ears and a tail upon me, that I 
might be a real aſs, and champ thiſtles on 


Tome common, independent of my fellow-crea- 
_ tures? Would I were a worm, that I might 


creep into the earth, and thatch my habits 


tion with a ſingle ſtraw ; or rather a waſp or 
a viper, that I might make the raſcally world 
feel my reſentment. Burt, why do I talk of 
raſcallity ? folly, folly is the ſcourge of life! 
Give me a ſcoundrel (fo he be a ſenlible one) 
and I will put him in my heart of hearts! but 


a fool is more miſchievous than famine, peſti- 


1 and war. The ideotical hag that writes, 


or cauſes to be writ, this ſame letter has ruin- 


ed her family, and broke her huſband's heart, 
by ignorance and miſmanagement; and he 
imputes her calamity to providence with a 
vengeance; and ſo I am defrauded of three 


hundred pounds, the greateſt part of which 


I owe to tradeſmen whom I have promiſed ta 
pay this very quarter. Pox upon her! I 


L 2 
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won} ſhe were an horned beaſt, that the di- 
ſtemper might lay hold on her. The beldame 
has the impudence too (after ſhe bas brought 
me into this dilemma) to ſolicit my aſſiſtance 
to ſtock the farm anew! Before God, I have 
a good mind to ſend her an halter, and per- 
haps J might purchaſe another for myſelf, but 
that I would not ſurniſh food for e e to 
| knaves and coxcombs.? 


Peregrine having peruſed the billet, ind | | 
liſtened to this ejaculation, replied with great 


compoſure, that he was aſhamed to ſee a 
man of his years and pretenſions to philoſophy, 
fo ruffled by a triflfe. What ſignify all the 
| boaſted hardſhips you have overcome (ſaid he) 
and the ſhrewd obfervations you pretend to 
have made on human nature? Where is that 


ſtoical indifference you affirm you have attained, 


if ſuch a pavltry diſappointment can diſturb 
vou in this manner? What is the loſs of three 


hundred pounds, compared with the misfor. 
tunes which I myſelf have undergone within 


theſe two years? Yet you will take upon you 


to act the cenſor, and inveigh againſt the im- 


patience aud impetuofity of youth, as if you 
yourſelf had gained an abſolute conqueſt over 
all the paſſions of the heart. You was fo 
kind as to infult me Yother day in my afflic- 


tion, by reproaching me with indiſcretion and 


miſconduct; ſuppoſe I were now to retort the 


imputation, and aſk, how a man of your pro- 
found ſagacity could leave your fortune at the 


_ diſcretion of ignorant peaſants? How could 
you be ſo blind as not to foreſee the noeethty 
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ol repairs, together with the danger of bank. 
ruptcy, murrain, or thin crop! Why did not 


you convert your land into ready money, and 
(as you have no connexions in life) purchaſe 


an annuity, on which you might have lived at 
your eaſe, without any fear of the conſe- 
quence; Can't you, from the whole budget 
of your philoſophy, cull one apophthegm to 
conſole you for this trivial miſchance?? 


% Rot your rapidity !' (ſaid the cynic, half. 


choaked with gall) if the cancer or the pox 


were in your Fil 1 ſhould not be thus tor- 


mented with your tongue; and yet a magpye 
| ſhall ſpeak mimte more to the purpoſe. 
Don't you know, Mr Wiſeacre, that my 


caſe does not fall within the province of phi. 


* Jofophy? Had I been curtailed of all my mem. 


bers, racked by the gout and pravel, depri- 
ved of liberty, robbed of an only child, or vi- 


fited with the death of a dear friend like you, 
philoſophy might have contributed to my con- 
ſolation, but will philofophy pay my debts, or 
free me from the burden of obligation to a 

fer of fellows whom I deſpiſe ? ſpeak—pro- 
nounce - demonſtrate or may heaven doſe 
your mouth for ever“? 0 


e Theſe are the comfortable fruits of your 
miſanthropy, (anſwered the youth) your laud- 


able ſcheme of detaching yourſelf from the 


bonds of ſociety, and of moving in a ſuperior 
ſphere of your own. Had not you been ſo 


_ peculiarly ſage, and intent upon laughing at 


mankind, you could never have been diſcon- 
certed by {uch a pitiful inconvenience: any 
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friend weld have accommodated you with the 


ſum in queſtion, But now the world may re- 
tort the laugh: for you ſtand upon ſuch an 


agreeable footing with your acquaintance, that ; 


nothing could pleaſe them better than an ac- 


count of your having given diſappointment the 


ſlip, by the help of a nooſe properly applied. 


This I mention by way of hint, upon which I 
would have you chew the cud of reflection; 
and ſhould it come to that iſſue, I will uſe my 
Whole intereſt with the coroner, to bring in 
his verdict Lunacy, that your corcale may have 


chriſtian burial.” 


So ſaying, he withdrew, very well fativfied 5 
"I the revenge he had taken, which opera-. 
ted ſo violently upon Crabtree, that if it had 
not been for the ſole conſideration mentioned 
above, he would, in all probability, have had 


recourſe to the remedy propoſed. But his 
unwillingneſs to oblige and entertain his fel- 


low. creatures, hindered him from practiſing 
that expedient; till, by courſe of poſt, he was 


| happily undeceived with regard to the ſitua- 
tion of his affairs; and that information had 


ſuch an effect upon him, that he not only for- 
gave our hero for the ſtratagem, which he im- 
mediately aſcribed to the right author, but al- 
ſo made him a tender of his puiſe: fo that 
matters, for the preſent, were brought to an 


| amicable accommodation. 


Mean while, Peregrine 1 never flacked in his 5 


attendance upon the great; he never omitted 


to appear upon every levee day, employed his 
induſtry and penetration in getting intelligence 


er 
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of poſts that were unfilled, and every day re- 
commended himſelf to the good offices of his 
| patron, who ſeemed to eſpouſe his intereſt 
wich great cordiality : nevertheleſs, he was 

always too late in his application, or the place 


he demanded chanced to be out of the mini- 


| ſter“ 8 gift. 


Theſe intimations, though comminicated. 


5 in the moſt warm profeſſions of friendthip and 
regard, gave great umbrage to the young 
gentleman, who conſidered them as the eva- 
ions of an inſincere courtier, and loudly com- 
plained of them as ſuch to his lordſhip, ſigni- 
fying, at the ſame time, an intention to fell 
his mortgage for ready money, which he 
would expend to the laſt farthing in thwarting 
Dit honour, in the very firſt election he ſhould 


patronize. His lordſhip never wanted a pro- 
. exhortation upon theſe occaſions: he did 
not now endeavour to pacify him with aſſu- 
rances of the miniſter's favour, becauſe he 
perceived that theſe medicines had, by repeat- 


ed uſe, loſt their effect upon our adventurer, 


whoſe menaces he now combated by repre- 
ſenting that the miniſter's purſe was heavier 
than that of Mr Pickle; that therefore, ſhould 
he make a point of oppoſing his intereſt, the 
youth muſt infallibly fail in the conteſt : in 
which caſe he would find himſelf utterly deſti- 
tute of the means of ſubſiſtence, and con. 
| ſequently e from all hope of provi- 
lion. 

Tunis was an e the truth of which 


2 eur young gentleman could not pretend to 
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} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


doubt, though! it did not at all tend to the vin- 


Gication of his honour's conduct. Indeed 
Pickle began to ſuſpect the ſincerity of his W n 
patron, who, in his opinion, had trifled with 


his impatience, and even eluded, by ſorry ex- 


cuſes, his deſire of having another private 

audience of the firſt mover. His lordſhip alſo 
began to be lefs acceſſible than uſual; and 
Peregrine had been obliged to dun the ſtew⸗ 
ard with repeated demands, before he could 
finger the laſt quarter of his intereſt. 


Alarmed by theſe conſiderations, by went 


and; conſulted the nobleman, whom he had 


obliged j in the affair of his ſon; and had the 


| mortification to hear but a very indifferent 
character of the perſon in whom he had 
ſo long confided, | This new adviſer, who 
(though a courtier)- was a rival of the other, 
gave our. adventur er to underſtand, that he 
had been leaning upon a broken a - that 
his profeſſed patren was a man of a ſhattered 
fortune and decayed intereſt, which extend- 
ed no farther. than a ſmile and a whiſper ; that 
for. his own part, he ſhould have been proud 
of an opportunity to uſe his influence with the 
£2 miniſter | in behalf of Mr Pickle : „ Bat, ſioce 
you have put yourſelf under the protection of 
: another peer, (faid he) whoſe connexjons in- 
terfere with mine, I cannot now eſpouſe your 
cauſe, without incurring the imputation of ſe- 


ducing that nobleman's adherents; a charge 


which, of all others, I would moſt carefully 
avoid. However, I ſhall always be ready to 
aſſiſt you with my private adyice, as a ſpeci- 
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men of which, I now counſel you to infiſt up- 
on having Hiother interview with Sir Stzady 
Steerwell himſelf, that yon may in perſon ex- 

plain your pretentions, without any riſk of being 
_ miſrepreſented ; and endeavour, if 8 to 
draw him into ſome particular promiſe, from 
' which he cannot retract, with any regard to 
his reputation: for general profeſſion is a ne- 
ceſſary armour worn by all miniſters in theic 
own defence, againſt the importunity of thoſe 
whom they will not befriend, and would not 
di ſoblige. * 
This advice was ſo conformable to his own 
ſentiments, that our adventurer ſeized the fir{t 
opportunity to demand an hearing; and plain- 
ly told his patron, that if he could not be in- 
dulged with that favour, he ſhould look upon 
_ his lordlhip*s influence to be very ſmall, and 
lis own hopes to be altogether deſperate : in 
which caſe, he was reſolved to diſpoſe of the- 
mortgage, purchaſe an annuity, and live inde- 
: Pe ndent. b 8 


HA F. Vol. 


Hes is indulged with a ſecond audience þ y the mi- 
 niſter, of whoſe lincerity he is convinced. His 
pride and ambition revive, and again are mor- 


tified, . 


FF the young gentleman? 8 money had been 
i in other hands, perhaps the peer would 
have been at very lirtle pains, either in orati- Fa 


tying his demand, or oppoling als 9 4 
* OL, IV. 
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but he knew that the ſale of the mortgage 
could not be effected without an inquiry, to 
which he did not wiſh to be expoſed. He 
therefore employed all his intereſt in procu- 
Ting the ſolicited audience. This being grant- 


ed, Peregrine, with great warmth and elocu- 


tion, expatiated upon the injury his fortune 
ü had ſuffered in the affair of the borough: for 
which he had ſtood candidate; he took notice 
of the diſappointment he had ſuſtained in the 
other election, reminded him of the promiſes 


With which he had been amuſed, and in con- 


cluſion, deſired to know what he had to ex- 
9 from his favour. 
The miniſter having 1 e 56050 him to 
an end, replied with a moſt gracious aſpect, 
that he was very well informed of his merit 
and attachment, and very much diſpoſed to 
convince him of the regard which he paid to 
both; that till of late he did not know the 
nature of his expectations, neither had he the 
power of creating poſts for thoſe whom be 


was inclined to ſerve; but if Mr Pickle could 


_ chalk out any feaſible method, by which he 
could manifeſt his ſentiments of friendſtip, he 
thonld not be backward in executing the plan. 
Peregrine laying hold on this declaration, 
mentioned ſeveral places which he knew to | 
be vacant; but the old evaſion was ſtill uſed : 
one of them was not in his department of bu- 


ſineſs; another had been promiſed to the 


third "a of a certain earl, before the death 
of the laſt poſſeſſor; and a third was incum- 


bered with a Peuſon that ate up a good half 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. oz 
of the appointments. In ſhort, ſuch obſtruc- 
tions were ſtarted ro all his propoſals, as he 
could not poſſibly ſurmount; though he plain- 
ly perceived they were no other than ſpecious 
pretexts to cover the mor tfying {ide of a re- 
fuſal. Exaſperated, therefore, at this lack 
of lincerity and gratitude, * 1 can eaſily fore- 
ſee, (faid he) that ſuch difficulties will never 
be wanting when I have any thing to afk; and 
for that reaſon will ſave myſelf the trouble of 


any farther application,” So faying, be with. 


drew in a very abrupt manner, breathing de- 
fiance and revenge. But his patron, wha 
did not think proper to drive him to extremi- | 
ties, found means to perſuade his honour, to 
do ſomething for the pacification of the young 
man's choler: and that ſame evening our ad- 
venturer received a meſlage from his lordſhip, 
deſiring to fee him immediately. 

In conſequence of this intimation, Pickle 
went to his houſe, and be red before nim 
with a very cloudy aſpect, which ſignified to 
whom it might concern, that his temper was 
at preſent too much walled to endure reproof; 
and therefore, the ſagacious peer forebore 
taking him to taſk for bis behaviour OS 
the audience he had obtained; but gave hin 
to underſtand, that the miniſter, in e 


tion of his ſervices, had ſent him a bank. note 


of three hundred pounds, with a promite of a 

like ſum yearly, until be could be otherwiſe 

provided for. This declaration in ſome mea- 

ſure appeaſed the youth, who condeſcended 

to accept the preſent; and next aac 
| NM 2 
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made his acknowledgment to the donor, who 


favoured him with a ſmile of infinite compla- 


cency, which entirely diſſipated all the remains 


of his reſentment; for, as he could not poſ- 


ſibly divine the true cauſe of his being tem- 


porized with, he looked upon this condeſcen- 
ſion as an undoubted proof of Sir Steady's ſin- 
_ cerity, and firmly believed, that he would 


ſettle him in ſome place with the fi-{t oppor- 
_ tunity, rather than continue to pay this pen- 
ſion out of his own pocket. In all proba- 
bility his prediction would have been verified, 

had not an unforeſeen accident in a moment 


overwhelmed the bark of his intereſt at court. 


Mean while, this ſhort gleam of good for- 


tune recalled the ideas of pride and ambition, 
which he had formerly cheriſhed. His coun- 


tenance was again lifted up, his good humour 
retrieved, and his mien re- exalted. - Indeed IP 


he began to be conſidered as a riſing man by 


his fellow dependents, who ſaw the particu- 


lar notice with which he was favoured at the 


public levee; and ſome of them for that rea- 
jon, were at pains to court his good graces. 


He no longer thunned his former intimates, 


with whom a good part of his fortune had 
been ſpent, but made up to them in all places 


of public reſort, with the ſame eaſe and fami- 
liarity as he had been uſed to expreſs, and 
even reimbarked in ſome of their exceſſes, 
upon the ſtrength of his ſanguine expectation. 


Cadwallader and herenewed their conſultations 
in the court of ridicule 5 and divers exploits. 
| were atchicved, to the confulion of thole 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 93 
who had Janes into the N _ of their arſplea- 
_ fare. 

1 But theſe enjoyments were ſoon interrupted 
| by a misfortune equally fatal and unexpected: 
his noble patron was ſeized with an apoplectic 
fit, from which he was recovered by the phy- 
bela, that they might diſpatch him accord- 
ing to rule; and, in two months after they 
. _ called, he went the way of all fleili. 
5 Peregri ine was very much afflicted at this e- 
vent, not only on account of his friendthip for 
the deceaſed, to whom he thought himlelf 
under many and great obligations, but alſo, 
© becauſe he feared that his own intereſt would 
ſuffer a ſevere ſhock, by the removal of this 
| nobleman, whom he conſidered as its chief 
ſupport. He put himſelf therefore in mourn- 
ing, out of regard to the memory of his de- 
parted friend, and exhibited genuine marks 
of ſorrow and. concern; though he had, in 
reality, more cauſe to e than he as yet 
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imagined. 
= When quarter: .day came bot, ne applied 
do the ſte ward of his lordſhip's heir for the in- 


4338 
af 4 


tereſt of his money, as uſual ; and the reader 
will readily own he had ſome reaſ on to be ſur- 
priſed, when he was told he had no claim 

either to principal or intereſt. True it is, 
the manager talked very civilly as well as 
ſenſibly upon the ſubject. Your appear- 
ance, Sir, (faid he to Pickle) ſcreens you 
from all ſuſpicion of an intended fraud; but 
the mortgage upon thoſe lands you mention, 
was granted to another perſon many years be- 
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fore you pretend to have lent that ſum; and 


J have, this very moining, paid one quar- 
ter's intereſt, as appears from this receipt, 
which you may peruſe for your ſatisfaction.“ 
| Peregrine was ſo thunderſtruck at this in- 


formation, which ſtripped him of his all, that 


he could not utter one word; a circumſtance 


that did no great honour to his character, in 
the opinion of the - ſteward, who, in goed 
earneſt, began to entertain ſome doubts of 
his integrity; for, among the papers of the 
deceaſed, which he had examined; there was 
no writing, memorandum, or receipt, relating 
to this incumbrance. After a long pauſe of 
ſtupefaction, Peregrine recollected himſelf lo. 


far as to obſerve, that either he was egrep! 


_ ouſly miſtaken, or the predeceſſor of his Jovd : 


the preateſt villain upon earth. But, Mr 
Whatdyecallum, (ſaid he) you muſt give me 


leave to tell you, that your bare aſſertion, in 
this affair, will by no means induce me to 
put up quietly with the loſs of ten. thouſand 


pounds.“ 


_. Having thus 0 bimſoll; he retired 
from the houſe ſo diſcontented at this demur, 
that he ſcarce knew whether he moved upon 
his head or heels; and the park chancing to 
lie in his way, he ſauntered about, giving 
vent to a ſoliloquy in praiſe of his departed 


friend, the burden of which was a ſtring of 
incoherent curſes imprecated upon himſelf; 


till his rranſports, by degrees, giving way to 


his reflection, he deliberated ſeriouſly and for- 


rowfully upon his misfor tune, and reſolved ro 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 95 
_ conſult lawyers without loſs of time. But, 
- firſt of all, he propoſed to make perſonal ap- 
plication to the heir, who, by a candid repre- 
ſentation of the caſe, wight be inclined to do 
him juſtice, 

In conſequence of this determination, he 
next morning put his writings in his pocket, 
and went in a chair to the houſe of the young 
nobleman, to whom being admitted by virtue 

of his appearance, and a ſmall gratification to 
the porter, he explained the whole affair, 
corroboratipg his aſſertions with the papers 
which he produced, and deſcribing the dif- 
grace that would be entailed upon the memo- 
ry of the deceaſed, ſhould he be obliged to 
| ſeck redreſs in a public court of juſtice. 
The executor, who was a perſon of good 
breeding, condoled him upon his loſs with 
great good nature, though he did not ſeem 
much ſurpriſed at his account of the matter; 
but wiſhed, that ſince the fraud muſt have 
been committed, the damage had fallen upon 
the firſt mortgager, who (he ſaid) was a 
thieviſh uſurer, grown rich by the diſtreſſes of 
of his Ss es In anſwer to our 
hero's remonſtrances, he obſerved, that he 
did not look upon himſelf as obliged to pay the 
leaſt regard to the character of his predeceſſor, 
| who had uſed him with great barbarity and 
- juſtice, not only in excluding him from his 
- countenance and aſſiſtance, bur allo in preju— 
dicing his inheritance, as much as lay in his 
power; ſo that it could: not be reaſonably ex- 
| Tee, that he would pay ten thouſand pounds 
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of his Abt for which he had received no 
value. Peregrine, in ſpite of his chagrin, 


could not help owning within himſelf, that 
there was a good deal of reaſon in this re- 


fuſal. After having given looſe to his indig- 


nation, in the moſt violent invectives againſt the 
defunct, he took his leave of the complaiſant 
heir, and had immediate recourſe to the ad- 
vice of counſel, who aitured him that he had 


an excellent plea, and was eee retain. 


. ed! in the cauſe. | 
All theſe e were ben in the firſt 


. vigour of his exertion, during which his ſpi- 
rits were ſo fluſtered wh the «diverſity of 
_ - Paſſions produced by his mi iſchance, that he 
miſtook for equanimity that which was no o- 


ther than intoxication; and two whole days 
elapſed, before he attained a due ſenſe of his 
misfortune. Then indecd he underwent a 


woful ſelf. examination; every circumſtance of 


the inquiry added freth pangs to his reflec- 


tion; and the reſult of the whole was a diſ- | 


covery that his fortune was totally conſumed, 
and himſelf reduced to a ſtate of the moſt de- 


plor able dependance. This ſuggeſtion alone 


might (in the anguiſh of his deſpondency) have 
driven him to ſome deſperate courſe, had not 


it been in ſome meaſure qualified by the con- 
fidence of his lawyers, and the aſſurance of 
the miniſter, which (ſlender as the world hath 
generally bound them) were the only bul- 


Warks between miſery and him. 
The mind is naturally pliable, and, provi. 


ded it has: the leaſt hope to loan 2 5 aeg 5 
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itſelf wonde! fully to the emergencies of for 


rune, eſpecially when the imagination is gay 
and luxuriant. This was the caſe with our 


adventurer ; inſtead of indul ing the melan- 


choly ideas which his loſs inſpired, he had re- 


courſe to the flattering deluſions of hope, 


ſoothing himſelf with the unſubſtantial plans 
of fattire greatneſs, and endeavouring to co- 


ver what was paſt with the veil of oblivion. 


After ſome heſitation, he reſolved to make 


Crabtree acquainted with his misfortune, that 
once for all he mipht paſs the ordeal of his 
latire, without ſubjecting himſelf to a long ſe- 


ries of farcaſtic hints and doubtful alluſions 
which he could not endure. He accordingly 


took the firſt opportunity of telling him that 
| he was abſolutely ruined by the pertidy of his 
patron, and defired that he would not aggra- 


vate his affliction, by thoſe cynical remarks 
which were peculiar to men of his miſanthro- 
pical diſpolition. Cadwallader lüſtened to this 


declaration with internal ſurpriſe, which how- 
ever, produced no aiteration in his counte- 
nance; and, after ſome pauſe, obſerved, that 
our hero had no-reaſon to look for any new 
_ obſervation from him upon this event, which 


he had Jong foreſeen, and daily expected; 


and exhorted him, with an ironical ſneer, to 


conſole himſelf with the promiſe of the mini- 
ſter, who would doubtleis diſcharge the debts 
of his deceaſed boſom fr end, 
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"Petigrine: commits þ im ſcl 70 the public, and is 
admitted member of a college of authors, 


PHE bitterneſs of this explanation being 
paſſed, our young gentleman began to 
revolve within himſelf tchemes for making up 
the deficiencies of his yearly income, whicit 
was now fo grievouſly reduced, and determi⸗ 
ned to profit in ſome ſhape or other by thoſe 
talents which he owed to nature and educa- 
tion. He had, in his affluence, heard of ſe- 
veral authors who, without any pretenſions * 
genius or human literature, earned a very 
_ gentee] fub liftence,, by undertaking work for 
bookſellers, in which reputation was not at all 
concerned. - One (for example) profeſſed all 
manner of tranflation at ſo much per ſheet, 
and actually kep: five or ſix amanuenſes con- 
tinually employed like ſo many clerks in a 
compting-houſe; by which means he was en- 
abled to live at his eaſe, and enjoy his friend 
and his bottle, ambitious of no other character 
than that of an honeſt man and a good neigh- 
bour. Another prejected a variety of plans for 
new dictionaries which were executed under 
his eye by day-labourers; and the province 
of a third was hiſtory and voyages, collected 
or abridged by underſtrappers of the ſame claſs. 
VMI Pickle, in his compariſons, paid fuch 
deference to his own capacity as baniſhed all 
doubts of his being able to excel any of thoſe 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 59 


vundertakers, in their different branches of 


profeſſion, if ever he ſhould be driven to that 
experiment: but his and eien prdnten him 
to make his intereſt and glory coincide by at- 


tempting ſome performance which ſhould do 
him honour with the public, and at the ſame 
time eſtabliſh his importance among the copy— 


5 


purchaſers in town, With this view he wor— 
| thipped the muſe; and, conſcious of the little 
regard which is in this age paid to every ſpe- 
cies of poetic compolition, in which neither 
ſatire nor obſcenity occurs, he produced an 


imitation of Juvenal, and laſhed ſome conſpi- 


cuous characters, with equal truth, ſpirit and 
feverity. Though his name did not appear 
in the title- page of this production, he mana- 
ged matters fo, as that the work was univer- 


fally imputed to the true author, who was not 


_ altogether diſappointed in his expectations of 
ſucceſs ; for the impreſſion was immediately 
fold off, and the piece became the lubject of 


converſation in all aſſemblies of taſte, 
This happy exordium not only attracted the 
addrefles of the booklellers, who made intereſt 


for his acquaintance, but alſo routed the no- 
ice of a ſociety of authors, who ſtyled them- 
ſelves the college, from which he was honour- 
ed with a deputation, offering to enroll him a 
member by unanimous conſent. The perſon 
employed for this parpole being a bard who 


had formerly taſted of our hero's bounty, 


uſed all his eloquence to perſuade him to com- 


ply with the advances of their fraternity, 


waich he deſcribed in ſuch a manner, as in- 
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the embaſſador, with an acknowledgment of 
the preat honour they conferred upon him, 


rit the continuance of their appr obation. 


inſtructed in the ceremonies of the college 
and, in conſequence of his information, com- 


that this conſtitution was no other than a body 
of authors, incorporated by mutual conſent, 
for their joint advantage and ſatisfaction, op- g 
poſed to another aſſembly of the ſame kind, 
their avowed enemies and detractors. No | 
Wonder then, that they fought to ſtrengthen 
themſelves with ſuch a valuable acquiſition as 
our hero was like to prove. The college 
cConſiſted of authors only, and theſe of all de- 
grees in point of reputation, from the fabri- 
cator of a ſong ſet to muſic, and {ung at Mar y- 


ed in buſkins upon the ſtage: nay, one of the 


an epic poem, for the publication of which, he 
was, at that time, foliciting ſu bſeriptions. 


5 gation of the ſons of Apollo would 0 a Whole 
evening with order and decorum, nnleſs they 

were under the check of ſome ellabl. ſhed au- 
thority: and this inconvenience having been 


bers, that mould attempt to diſturb the har- 
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and a faithful promiſe of endeavouring to me- 


He was afterwards, by the ſame miniſter, 


poſed an ode, to be publicly recited on the | 
evening of Th introduction. He Under tvöd, EE 


bone, to the dramatic bard who had appear-_ 


members had actually finithed eight books of 
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It connot be ſuppoſed that ſuch a congre- 


foreſcen, they had elected a prefident, veſted. 


with full power to lilence any member or mem 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 102 


mony and ſubordination of the whole. The 
ſage, who at this time poſſeſſed the chair, was 
a perſon in years, whoſe countenance wad a 


lively portraiture of that rancorous diſcon- 
tent which follows repeated damnation. He 
had been extremely unfortunate in his theatri- 
cal productions, and was (to uſe the words of 
a profane wag, who aſſiſted at the condemna- 


tion of his laſt play) by this time dann'd beyond 
redemption, Nevertheleſs, he ſtill tarried a- 
bout the ſkirts of Parnaſſus, tranſlating ſome. 
of the claſſics, and writing Wield and, 
by dint of an invincible aſſurance, ſupercilious 
_ infolence, the molt undaunted virulence. of 
tongue, and ſome knowledge of life, he made 
ſhift to acquire and maintain the character of 


a man of learning and wit, in the opinion of 


. people who had neither; that is thirty- nine in 
forty of thoſe with whom he aſſociated himſelf. 
He was even looked upon in this light by {ome 
few of the college; though the major part of 


thoſe who favoured his election, were ſuch as 
dreaded his walice, reſpected his experience 
and ſeniority, or hated his competitor, who 


was the epic poet. 


The chief end of this ſociety (as J have al- 
ready hinted) was to aſſiſt and ſupport each 
other in their productions, which they mutu- 


ally recommended to ſale, with all their art 
aud influence, not only in private conver- 


ſation, but alſo in occaſional epigrams, criti 


_ ciſms, and advertiſements inſerted in the public 
papers. This ſcience, which is known by the 
| * appellation of puffing 2, they carried to 


coeeded to any degree of outrage or defiance, 
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ſuch a pitch of fineſſe, that an author very. 
often wrote an abuſive anſwer to his own per- 
' formance, in order to inflame the curiolitv of 
the town by which it had been overlook'd. 
| Notwithſtanding this general unanimity in 
the college, a private animoſity had long ſub- 
ſiſted between the two rivals I have mention - 
ed, on account of precedence, to which both 
laid claim, though by a majority of votes, it 
had been decided in favour of the prefe::t 
chairman. The grudge indeed never pro- 
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but manifetted itſelf at every meeting, in mh 
tempts to eclipie each other in ſmart fayinps 
and pregnant repartee ; ſo that there was al. 
ways a delicate meſs of this kind of wit ſerved 
up in the front of the even! Ng, for the enter- 
tainment and example of the junior members 
who never failed to divide upon this occaſion, 
_ declaring themſelves for one or other of the 
combatants, whom they encouraged by their 
looks, geimres and applauſe, according to 
the circumſtances of the diſpute, _ 

This honourable conſiſtory was held in the 
beſt room of an ale-houſe, which afforded 
wine, punch or beer ſuitable to the purle 
or inclination of every individual, who fepa- 
rately paid for his own choice; and here was 
oar hero introduced in the midlt of twenty. 

ſtrangers, who, by their looks and equipage, 
formed a very pictureſque variety, He was 
received with a moſt gracious Siren th and 
placed upon the right hand of the preſi- 
dent, who having commanded filence, recited 
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aloud bis introduRtory ode, which met with 
-.univerfal nenen, Then was tendered 
to him the cuſtomary oath, obliging him to 


conſult the honaur and advantage of the ſo- 


ciety as far as it ſhould lie in his power in e- 


very ſtation of lite : and this being taken, his 


temples were bound with a wreath of laurel 


which was kept ſacred for ſuch inauguration. 
When thele rites were performed with all 


due cer emony, the new member caſt his eyes 


around the place, and took a more accurate 
ſurvey of his brethren; among whom he ob- 


ſerved a ſtrange collection of periwigs, with 


regard to the colour, faſhions and dimenſions, 


Which were luch as he had never {een before, . 
Thoſe who fat on each ſide, neareſt the pre - 


filent, were generally diſtinguiſhed by vener- 


able tyes, the foretops of which exhibired a 
ſoarpriling divertity ; ſome of them rote flant- 


ing backwards, like the glacis of a fortifca- 
tion; ſome were elevated in two diſtinct emi- 


nences, like the hills Helicon and Parnaſſus; 
and others were curled and reflected as the 


horns of Jupiter Ammon. Next to theſe, 
the majors took place, many of which were 


mere ſuccedanea, made by the application of 


an occalional roſe to the tail of a lank bob; 


and in the lower form appeared maſſes of hair 
Which would admit of no deſcription. 


Their cloaths were tolerably well ſuited to 


85 DD. the iurniture of their heads, the apparcl of 


the upper bench being decent and ciean, 


while that of the ſecond claſs was thread 
bare and foiled ; and at the lower end of. the 
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room, he perceived divers efforts made to con- 
ceal their rent breeches and dirty linen: nay, 
he could diſtinguiſh by their countenances, the 


different kinds of poetry in which they exer- 


ciled the muſe ; he ſaw Tragedy conſpicuous | 
m a grave ſolemnity of regard, Satire louring 
in a frown of envy and diſcontent, Elegy 


whining in a funeral aſpect, Paſtoral dozing i in 


a moſt inſipid languor of face, Ode- writing 
- delineated in a diſtracted {tare, ind Epigram 
ſquinting with a pert ſneer. Perhaps our 
hero refined too much in his penetration, 
when he affirmed, that over and above theſe 
diſcoveries, he could plainly perceive the {tate 
of every one's finances, and would have un- 


dertaken to have gueſſed each particular ſum, 


without varying three. farthings from the 


truth. 
N hs conver ſation, | inſtead of becoming ge⸗ 
neral, began to fall into parties; and the epic 


poet had actually attracted che attention of A 
Private committee, when the chairman inter- 
poſed, calling aloud, No cabals, no con- 
ſpir acies, gentlemen.“ His rival thinking it 
incumbent upon him to make fome reply to 
this rebuke, anſwered, © We have no ſecrets; 
he that hath ear „ let him hear.” This was ſpoke 


as an intimation to the company, whole looks 


were inſtantly whetted with the expectation of 

their ordinary meal: but the preſident ſeem. 
ed to decline the contett ; for, without putting 
on his fighting face, he calmly replied, that 

he had ſeen Mr Metaphor tip the wink, and | 
«whiſper to one of his confederates, and thence 


FOR 
Bp dn cat ret : 

it TE RA ER no 

. 8 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 105 
” rndged; that there was N wyltecions | 
on the carpet. | 
The epic poet, believing his antagoniſt 
 creſt-fallen, reſolved to take the advantage of 
his dejection, that he might enhance his own 
character in the opinion of the ſtranger, and 
with that view aſked, with an air of exulta- 
tion, if a man might not be allowed to have 
a convulſion in his eye, without being ſuf. 
pected of a conſpiracy. The preſident per- 
ceiving his drift, and piqued at his preſump- 
tion, 10 be ſure, (ſaid he, a man of a 
weak bead may be very well ſuppoſed to have 
convulſions in his eyes.” This repartee pro- 
duced a laugh of triumph among the chair- 
man's adherents; one of whom obſerved, that 
his rival had got a ſmart rap on the pate. 
Ves, (replied the bard) in that reſpect Mr 
: Chairman has the advantage of me. Had my 
head been fortified with a horn-work, I 
| ſhould not have been ſo ſenſible of the ſtroke. 

This retort, which carried a ſevere alluſion 
to the preſident's wife, lighted up the coun- 
tenances of the aggreſſor's friends, which. had 
begun to be a little obumbrated; and had a 
_ contrary effect upon the other faction, till 
their chief, collecting all his capacity, return- 
ed the ſalute, by obſerving, that there was 
no occalion for an horn-work, when the co- 
vered way was not worth defending. eg 
Such a reprizal upon Mr Metaphors yoke- 
fellow, who was by no means remarkable for 
her beauty, could not fail to» operate upon 
the hearers; and as for the bard himſelf, he 
Vor. IV. 0 
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was evidently ruffled by the refleion ; j to : 


which, however, he, without heſitation, re- 
plied, “ Epad ! 'tis my opinion, that if your 


covered way was laid open, few people would 


venture to give the aſlault.” * Not unleſs 


their batteries were more effectual than the 


fire of your wit,“ (ſaid the preſident.) “As 


for that matter, (cried the other with preci- 
pitation) they would have no occaſion to bat- 


ter in breach; they would find the angle of 
the lapucelle baſtion demoliſhed to their hand : 


he, he!” „ But I believe it would ſurpaſs 


your underſtanding, (reſumed the chairman) 


to fill up the %%%. That, I own, is im- 
' practicable, (replied the bard) there I ſhould 


meet with an hiatus maxime deflendus 1? © 


5 The preſident, exaſperated at this inſinua- 
tion, in preſence of the new member, ex- 
claimed with indignation in his looks,“ And 


yet, if a body of pioneers were ſet at work 
upon your ſkull, they would find rubbiſh e- 


nough to choak up all che common ſewers in 
town.“ Here a groan was uttered by the 
admirers of the epic poet, who, taking a pinch 


of ſnuif with great compoſure, © When a 
nian grows ſcurrilous, (ſaid ſhe) I take it for 
an undoubted proof of his overthrow,” If 
that be the caſe, (cried the other) you your- 
ſelf muſt be the vanquithed party; for you was 
the firſt that was driven to pertonal abuſe.” 
I appeal (anſwered the bard) to thoſe 
who can diſtinguiſh, Gentlemen, your judg- 


ment!“ | 
This reference produced : an univer rſal da- 
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four, and the whole college was involved in 
confuſion. Every man entered into diſpute 
with his neighbour, on the merits of this 
cauſe. The chairman interpoſed his autho- 


rity in vain; the noife grew louder and 


louder; the diſputants waxed warm; the e- 
pithets of blockhead, fool, and ſcoundrel were 
bandied about. Peregrine enjoyed the up- 


roar, and leaping upon the table, ſounded the 


charge e to battle, which was immediately com- 
menced in ten different duels. The lights 
were extinguiſhed; the combatants threthed 


one another withour diſtinction; the miſchie- 


vous Pickle diſtributed ſundry random blows 
in the dark; and the people below, being a- 
larmed with the ſound of application, the o- 
verturning of chairs, and the outeries of thoſe 
who were engaped, came up ſtairs in a body 


with lights to reconnoitre, and, if poſſible, 


quell this hideous tumult. 


Objects were no ſooner rendered viſible, 


than the field of battle exhibired ſtrange. 
groupes of the ſtanding and the fallen. Each 
of Mr Metapher's eyes was ſarrounded with 
a circle of a livid hue; and the prefidents 
noſe diſtilled a quantity of clotted blood. One 


of the tragic authors, finding himfelf aſſaulted 


m the dark, had, by way of a poinard, em- 
ployed upon his adverſary's throat a knife 


| which lay upon the table, for the convenience 


of cutting cheeſe; but, by the bleſſing of God, 
the edge of it was not keen enonyh to enter 
the ſkin, which it had only ſcratched in divers 


places. A ſatiriſt had almoſt bit off the ear of 


O 2 
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a lyric bard. Shirts and neckcloths were torn 
to raps; and there was ſuch a woful wreck 


of periwigs on the floor, that no examination 


could adjuſt the property of the owners, the 
greateſt part of whom were obliged to uſe 
handkerchiefs by way of night: cap. 


The fray, however, ceaſed at the urch 25 
of thoſe who interpoſed; part of the comba- 
tants being tired of an exerciſe, in which they 


had received nothing but hard blows; part of 


them being intimidated by the remonſtrances 
of the landlord and his company, who threat- | 


ened to call the watch: and a very few being 


| aſhamied of the ſcandalous diſpute in which 


they were detected. But though the battle 


was ended, it was impoſſible, for that even- 
ing to reſtore harmony and good order to the 

ſociety, which broke up after the preſident | 
had pronounced a ſhort and confuſed apology 


to our adventurer, for the indecent uproar 
which had unfor runately happened on the firſt 
night of his admiſſion. 


Indeed, Peregrine deliberated w ith himſelf, - 


whether or not his reputation w ould allow 


him to appear again among this venerable | 
fraternity; but, as he knew fome of them to 


be men of real genius, how ridiculous ſoever 


their carriage might be modified, and was 


ol that lau ghing diſpoſition, which i is always 


ſeeking food for mirth, as Horace obſer ves of 


Phillippus, 
Rifus undique querit; 1 


| he reſolved to fr 'equent the college, voruich- 
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ſtanding this accident which happened at his 
inauguration; being thereto, moreover in- 
duced by his delire of knowing the private hi- 
ſtory of the ſtage, with which he ſuppoſed 
ſome of the members perfectly well acquaint- 
ed. He was alſo viſited before the next 
meeting by his introductor, who aſſured him 
that ſuch a tumult had never happened ſince 
the firſt inſtitution of the aſſembly till that 
very night: and promiſed, that for the future, 
he ſhould have no cauſe to be ſcandalized at 
their behaviour. 

Perſuaded by theſe motives and aſſurances, 
he truſted himſelf once more in the midſt of 
their community, and every thing proceeded 
with great decorum; all diſpute and alterca- 
tion was avoided, and the college applied it- 
& felf ſeriouſly to the purpoſes of its meeting, 
namely, to hear the grievances of individuals, 
and aſſiſt them with ſalutary advice. The 
firſt perſon that craved redreſs, was a noiſy 
North Briton, who complained (in a ſtrange 
dialect) that he had, in the beginning of the 
ſeaſon, preſented a comedy to the manager of 
a certain theatre, who, after it had lain ſix 


weeks in his hands, returned it to the author; 


affirming there was neither ſenſe nor 
in the performance. 

The preſident, (who, by- the- bye, had re- 
viſed the piece) thinking his own reputation 
concerned, declared, in preſence of the whole 
ſociety, that with regard to ſenſe, he would 
not undertake to vindicate the production; 
but, in point of language, no fault could be 
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juſtly laid to its charge: © The caſe, how. 
ever is very plain, (faid he) the manager never 
ea himſelf the trouble to peruſe the play, 
but formed a judgment of it from the conver- 
ſation of the author, never dreaming that it 
had undergone the reviſal of an Enghth wri- 

ter; be that as it will, you are infinitely obli- 
ged to him for having diſpatched you ſo ſoon, 
and I ſhall have the better opinion of him for 

it ſo long as I live; for I have known other. | 
guiſe authors than you (that is, in point of in- 
tereſt and fame) kept in continual attendance 
and dependance during the beſt part of their 

lives, and after all diſappointed in the expec- 
tation of ſceing their performances A 
on the TO.” 


cn. Xe. 
Further proceedings of the college. 


AIS affair was no ſooner diſcuſſed, than 
R another pentleman exhibwed! a com- 5 
plaint fignifying that he had undertaken to 
tranſlate into Enpliſh, a certain celebrated au- 
thor who had been cruelly mangled by for- 
mer attempts; and that, as ſoon as his deſign 
took air, the proprietors of thoſe miſerable _ 
tranflations had endeavonred to prejudice his 
work, by induftrious infinuations, contrary to 
truth and fair dealing, importing, that he did 
not underſtand one word of the langauge 
Which he pretended to tranſlate. This being 
a caſe that nearly concerned the greateſt part 
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liberation; ſome obſerved, that it was not 
only a malicious effort againſt the plaintiff, 
but alſo a ſpiteful advertiſement to the public, 


of all other tranſlators, few of whom (it is 
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to have its due weight with the college, there 
was a neceſſity for concerting meaſures to 
humble the preſumption of bookſellers, who 
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wages of journeymen taylors, without even 


ties, as were inconſiſtent with juſtice and hu- 
manity. “ For example (ſaid one of the 


one of thoſe tyrants who profeſſed a friend. 
ſhip for me, and even ſupplied me with mo · 
ney, according to the exigencies of my ſitua- 
tion; ſo that I looked upon him as the mir- 
rour of diſintereſted benevolence ; and had 


his own terms. After I had uſed his friend- 
to have occaſion for a ſmall ſum of money, 


cation to my good friend; when all of a ſud- 


of the audience, it was taken into ſerious de- 


tending to promote an inquiry into the abilities 
well known) were fo qualified as to ſtand the 


teſt of ſuch examination. Others ſaid, that 
over and above this conſideration, which ought 


had, from time immemorial, taken all oppor- 
tunities to oppreſs and enflave their authors; 
not only by limiting men of genius to the 
allow ing them one ſabbath in the week, but 
alſo in taking ſuch advantages of their necellic | 


members) aſter 1 myſelf had acquired a little 
reputation with the town, I was careſſed by 


be known my diſpofition, and treated me ac- 
| cordingly, 1 thould have writ for him upon 


| ſhip in this manner for ſome time, I happened 


and with great confidence made another appli- 
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den he put a ſtop to his generoſity, refuſed to 
accommodate me in the moſt abrupt and mor. 
_ tifying ſtyle; and though I was at that time 
pretty far advanced in a work for his benefit, 
Which was a ſufficient ſecurity for what I owed : 
bim, he roundly aſked how I propoſed to pay 
the money which I had already borrowed, 
Thus was I uſed like a young whore juſt come 
upon the town, whom the bawd allows to 
run into her debt, that the may have it in her 
power to oppreſs her at pleaſure; and if the 


ſufferer complain, ſhe is treated like the moſt 


ungrateful wretch upon earth; and that too 
with ſuch appearance of reaſon, as may eaſily 
miſlead an unconcerned ſpectator. You 
unthankful drab! (ſhe will ſay) didn't I take 
you into my houſe when you hadn't a ſhift to 


your back, a petticoat to your tail, nor a 


morſal of bread to put into your belly? Ha'n't 
I cloathed you from head to foot like a gentle- 
woman, ſupported you with board, lodging 
and all neceſſaries, till your own extrava- 
gance hath brought you into diſtreſs; and 


now you have the impudence, you neſty _ 
ſtinking brimſtone bungaway ! to ſay you are 


hardly dealt with, when I demand no more 


than my own.” Thus the whore and the au- 


thor is equally oppreſſed, and even left with- 
out the melancholy privilege of complaining ; 


ſo that they are fain to ſubſcribe to ſuch terms | 


as their creditors ſhall pleaſe to impoſe.” ? 
This illuſtration operated ſo powerfully up- 


on the conviction and reſentment-of the whole 


college, that revenge was univerſally denoun- 
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ced againſt thoſe who had aggr ieved the plain- 
tiff; and after ſome debate it was agreed, 
that he ſhould make a new tranſlation of ſome 


other ſaleable book, in oppoſition to a former 


verſion belonging to the delinquents, and 


print it in ſuch a ſmall ſize, as would enable 
him to underſell their property; and that this 
new tranſlation ſhould be recommended and 


introduced into the world with the whole 
art and influence of the ſociety. 


This affair being ſettled to the ſatisfaction 
of all preſent, an author of ſome character 
ſtood up and craved the advice and aſſiſtance 
of his fellows, in puniſhing a certain nobleman 


of great pretenſions to taſte, who, in conſe- 
quence of a production which this gentleman 
had uthered into the world with univerſal ap- 
plauſe, not only deſired but even eagerly 


courted his acquaintance, ** He invited me 


to his houſe, (ſaid he) where I was over- 
whelmed with civility and profeſſions of friend- 


!hp. He imiſted upon my treating him as an 
intimate, and calling upon him at all hours 


_ without ceremony; che made me promiſe to 


breakfaſt with him at leaſt three times a week, 
In thort, J looked upon myſelf as very fortu- 


nate, in meeting with ſuch advances from a 
man of his intereſt and reputation; who had 
it in his power to befriend me etfectually in 
my paſſage through life; and that I might 
not give him any caufe to think 1 neglected 
his friendthip, I went to his houſe in two 
days, with a view of drinking chocolate, ac- 
cording to appointment: bat he had been lo : 
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much fatigued with dancing at an aſſembly 


cover night, that his valet de chambre would 
not venture to wake him fo early; and I left 


my compliments to his lordſhip, with a per- 


formance in manuſcript, which he had expreſ- 


ſed a molt eager deſire to peruſe, I repeat- 
ed my vilit next morning, that his impatience 
to ſee me might not have ſome violent effect 
upon his conſtitution; and received a meſſage 
from his miniſter, ſignifying, t that he had been 


highly entertained with the manuſcript I had 
left, a great part of which he had read, but 


was at preſent ſo buſy in contriving a proper 


dreſs for a private maſquerade, which would 

be given that ſame evening, that he could 
not have the pleaſure of my company at 
breakfaſt. This was a fealible excuſe, which }F 
I admitted accordingly, and in a day or two Þ 
appeared again, when his lordſhip was parti- | 


cularly engaged. This might poſſibly be the 
caſe; and therefore I returned the fourth 


time, in hopes of finding him more at leiſure ; 
but he had gone out about half an hour be- 
fore my arrival, and left my performance with 
His valet de chambre, who aſſured me, that 


his lord had peruſed it with infinite pleaſure. 


Perhaps I might have retired very well fatif- 
fed with this declaration, had not I, in my 
paſſage through the hall, heard one of the 
footmen, upon the top of the ſtair-caſe, pro- 
nounce with an audible voice,“ Will your 
lordſhip pleaſe to be at home, when he calls? 1M 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that | was pleaſed at 
Sls diſcovery, which 1 1 no 5 ſoaner made, than 
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turning to my conductor, 1 find, (ſaid I) his 


jordſhip is diſpoſed to de abroad to more peo- 
le than me this morning.” The fellow (tho? 
a valet de chambre) bluſhed at this obſerva- 


tion; and I withdrew, not a little irritated at 
the peer's dilingenuity, and fully reſolved to 
ſpare him my vifits for the future. It was 


not long after this occalion, that I happened 


to meet him in the Park, ind being naturally 
civil, I couid not paſs him without a ſaluta- 
tion f the hat, which he returned in the mot 
diſtant manner, though we were both ſolitary, 


and not a 1061 within view; and when that 
very performance, which he: had applauded. 


fo warmly, was lately publithed by ſubſcrip- 
tion, he did not befpeak ſo much as one copy. 
1 have often reflected with wonder upon this 


inconſiſtency in his conduct. 1 never courted 


his patronage, nor indeed thought of his name, 


until he made intereſt for my acquaintance ; 
and if he was diſappointed in my converſation, 
why did he prels me 10 much to further con- 


nmexion??? 


The caſe is very clear, 1 the chair- 


man merrupting him) he is one of thole con- 


noiſſeurs who fer up for taſte, and value 


themtelves upon knowing all men of genius, 
_ whom they would be thought to aflift in their 
productions. I will lay an even bet with any 


man, that his lordthip on the ſtrength of that 
ſlender interview, together with the opportu- 
nity of having ſeen your performance in ma- 


nulcript, has already hinted to every compa- 
ny in which he is cont erſant, that you lolicit- 
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ed his aſſiſtance in retouching the piece which 


you have now offered to the public, and that 
he was pleaſed to favour you with his advice, 
but found you obſtinately begotted to your own 
opinion, in ſome points relating to thoſe very 
pallages which have not met with the appro- 
' bation of the town. As for his careſſes, there 
was nothing at all extraordinary in his beha. 


viour. By that time you have lived to my F 
| age, you will not be ſurpriſed to fee a cour- 


tier's promiſe and performance of a different 
complexion ; not but that I would willingly 
| act as an auxiliary in your reſentment. 


The opinion of the preſident was ftrength- | 
ened by the concurrence of all the members; 
and all other complaints and memorials being 
deferred til] another , the college pro- 
ceeded to an exercite of wit, which was ge- 
8 nerally performed once 7 fortnight, with 
a view to promote the expectoration of genius. 


The ſubject was occaſionally choſen by the 


chairman, who opened the game with ſome , 
ſhrewd remark naturally ar ſig from the con- 


verſation ; and then the ball was tfſed about 
from one corner of the room to the other, ac- 
cording to the motians of the ſpirit, | 

That the reader may have a juſt idea of 


this ſport, and of the abilities of thoſe who _ 
carried it on, I ſhall repeat the ſallies of this 


evening, according to the order and ſucceſſion 


in which they eſcaped, One of the members 
_ obſerving that Mr Metaphor was abfent, was 


told by the perſon that fat next to him, that 


the poet had foul weather at home, and could 
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not ſtir abroad.“ What! (ſaid the preſi- 
dent interpotog, with the ſignal upon his 
countenance). is he wind-bound in port??? 
« Wine-bound, I ſuppoſe,” (cried another.) 
= «© Hooped with wine! a ſtrange metaphor !”? 
(aid the third.) “ Not if he has got into a 
buogſhe ad,“ (anſwered a fourth.) “ The hogſ- 
head will ſooner get into him, (replied a fifth) 
«© jt muſt be a tun or an ocean.” No 
wonder then, if he ſhould be overwhelmed,” 
(aid a ſixth.) If he ſhould, (cried a ſeventh) 
he will caſt up when his gall breaks,” J hat 
mult be very ſoon, (roared an eighth) for it 
has been long ready to: burſt.“ No, no, 
| (obſerved a ninth) he'll ſtick faſt at the bot- 
tom, take my word for it; he has a natural a. 
lacrity i in ſinking.” «© And yet, (remarked a 
tenth) J have ſeen him in the clouds,” 
„Then he was cloudy, I ſuppoſe,” (cried 
the eleventh.) „ So dark, (replied the other) 
that his meaning could not be perceived. 
“ For all that, (ſaid the twelfth) he is eaſy 
ſeen through. „ © 66 You talk (anſwered the 
thirteenth) as if his head was made of glaſs,” 
„No, no, {cried a fourteenth) his head is 
made of more durable ſtuff; it will bend be- 
fore it breaks.” Vet I have ſeen it uo: 
ken,“ (reſumed the prefident.) © Did you 
perceive any wit come out at the hole?“ (laid 
another.) © His wit (replied the Ry is 
too ſubtile to be perceived.“ 

A third mouth was juſt opened, when the 
exerciſe was ſuddenly interrupted by the 
. dreadful. cry ' of fire, which iſſued from the 
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kitchen, and involved” the whole college in 


confuſion. Every man endeavouring to be 
the firſt in making his exit, the doo and 


paſſage were blocked up: each individual was 


pummelled by the perſon that happened to 
be behi d him. This communication produ- 


ced noiſe and exclamation ; clouds of ſmoke 
rolled upwards into the apartment, and ter- 
ror ſat on every brow; when Peregrine ſee- 


ing no proſpect of retreating by the door, 


opened one of the windows, and fairly leapt 
into the ſtreet, where he found a crowd of 
people alemdled to contribute their aſſiſtance 


in extinguiſhing the flames. Several mem- 


bers of the college followed his example, and 


| . happily accompliſhed their eſcape : the chair- 


man himſelf being unwilling to uſe the ſame 
_ expedient, ſtood trembling on the brink of 
decent, dubious of his own agility, and dread- 
ing the conlequence of ſuch a leap, when a 
chair happening to paſs, he laid hold on the 
opportunity, and by an exertion of his mul- 


_ cles pitched upon the top of the carriage, 


Which was immediately overturned in the ken- 


nel, to the grievous annoyance of the fare, 
which happened to be a certain effeminate 


beau, in full dreſs, on bis Way: to a private : 


by alſembly. 


This Phantom hearing _ noiſe overhead, 


and feeling the thock of being overthrown, at 


the fame time, thought that ſome whole tene- 
ment had fallen upon the chair, and, in the 
terror of being cruſhed to pieces, uttered a 


ſcream which the populace ſuppoſed to pro- 
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ceed from the mouth of a woman; and there- 


fore went to his aſſiſtance, while the chair. 


men, inſtead of miniſtring to his occaſions, 


no ſooner recollected themſelves, than they 
ran in purſnit of their overthrower, who be- 
ing accuſtomed to eſcape from bailifts, dived 


into a dark alley, and vaniſhing in a trice, 
Was not viſible to any living ſoul, until he ap- 


peared next day on Tower-hill. 


The humane part of the mob, who beſ ir. 
red themſelves for the relief of the ſuppoſed 
lady, no ſooner perceived their miſtake in the 
appearance of the beau, who ſtared around 


him with horror and affright, than their com- 


paſſion was changed into mirth, and they be- 
gan to pals a great many unſavoury jokes up- 
on his misfortune, which they now diſcovered 
no inclination to alleviate ;. and he found him- 
ſelf very uncomfortably beſet, when Pickle. 
pitying his ſituation, interpoſed in his behalf, 


and prevailed upon the chairmen to carry him 
into the houſe of an apothecary in the neigh- 


bourhood, to whom his miſchance proved a 
very advantageous accident ; for the fright 


operated fo violently upon his nerves that he 


was ſeized with a delirium, and lay a whole 
fortnight deprived of his ſenſes ; during which 
period he was not neglected in point of medi- 


cines, food and attendance, but royally rega- 


led as appeared by the contents of his land- 


lord's bill. | 
Our adventurer bavivg FIR ls unſortu⸗ 


nate beau ſafely houſed, returned to the ſcene 


of the other calamity, which, as it Was no o- 
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ther than a foul chimney, ſoon yielded to the 
_ endeavours of the family, and was happily o- 
vercome, without any other bad conſequence 
than that of alarming the neighbours, diſturb. 


ing the college, and * the brain ok 


a beau. 


| Eager to be ide with the W 28 
evnftitacions of a ſociety which ſeemed to open 


upon him by degrees, Mr Pickle did not fail 


1 appear at the next meeting, when ſeveral 


petitions were laid before the board, in behalf 


Hof theſe members who were confined in the 
pPriſons of the Fleet, Marſhalſea, and King's 
bench. As thoſe unhappy authors expected 


5 nothing from their brethren but advice and 


good offices, which did not concern the purſe, 


the memorials were conſidered with great care 
and humanity ; and upon this occaſion, Pere- 
grine had it in his power to manifeſt his im- 


os Portance to the community; for he happened 


to be acquainted with the creditor of one of 
the prifoners, and knew that gentleman's ſe- 


verity was owing to his refentment at the 


behaviour of the debtor, who had lampooned 


him in print, becauſe he refuſed to comply witn 
a freſh demand, after he had lent him money 

to the amount of a conſiderable ſum. Our 

young gentleman therefore underſtanding that 


ZH the author was penitent, and diſpoſed to make 


a reafonable ſubmiſſion, promiſed to employ 


his influence with the creditor towards an ac- . 


commodation; and in a few days nay ob- 
tained his releaſe. _ 


Show local Gurney; being diſcharged, the 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. fz 
converſation took a general turn, and ſeveral 
new productions were freely criticiſed ; thoſe 
eſpecially which belonged to authors who were 
either unconnected with or unknown to the 
college. Nor did the profeſſion of ſtage play- 
ing eſcape the cognizance of the afſembly : a 
deputation of the moſt judicious members be- 
ing ſent weekly to each theatre, with a view 
of making remarks upon the performance of 
the actors. The cenſors foc the preceding 
week were accordingly called upon to give in 
their report; and the play which they had 
reviewed was the Revenge. 
_ Mr 2 — (faid the ſecond cenſor, take him 
all in all) is certainly the moſt compleat and 
unblemithed performer that ever appeared on 
our ſtage, notwithſtanding the blind adoration 
which is paid to his rival, I went two nights 
ago, with an expreſs delign to criticiſe his ac- 
tion : I could find no room for cenſure; but 
infinite ſubject tor admiration and applauſe. In 
Pierre he is great, in Othello excellent, but in 
Zavga beyond all imitation. Over and above. 
the diſtinctneſs of pronunciation, the dignity 
of attitude and expreſſion of face, his geſtures 
are ſo juſt and ſignificant, that a man, though 
utterly bereft of the ſenſe of hearing, might, 
by ſeeing him only, underſtand the meaning 
of every F word he ſpeaks! Sure nothing can 
be mote exquiſite than his manner of telling I- 
ſabella how Alonzo behaved when he found 
the incendiary letter which he had dropt by 
the Moor's direction; and when, to crown 
his vengeance, he diſcovers himſelf to be the 
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5 contriver of all the miſchief that had happen- : 


ed, he manifeſts a perfect maſter-piece of ac- 


tion, in pronouncing theſe four little mono- 


5 ſyllables, Know then, ta- J. 


Peregrine having eyed the critic ſome mi- 
nutes, I fancy (ſaid he) your praiſe muſt 
be ironical, becauſe, in the very two ſitua- 
tions you mention, I think I have ſeen that 

player out-herod Herod, or, in other words, 
exceed all his other extravagances, The in- 

tention of the author is, that the Moor ſhould 
communicate to his confidante a piece of infor- 
mation contained in a few lines, which doubt- 

leſs ought to be repeated with an air of eager. 
neſs and ſatisfaction, not with the ridiculous 

grimace of a monkey, to which, me- thought, 
his action bore an intimate reſemblance, in : 


Wer: this I ſentence : : 


—he took it up ; | 15 
But er was it unfolded to his ſigbt, I 
When he, as if an arroy pierc'd his eye, 
Started, and trembling dropt it on the ground. 


1 pronouncing the two firſt words, this e- 
gregious actor ſtoops down, and ſeems to take 
up ſomething from the ſtage, then proceed - 


ing to repeat what follows, mimicks the man- 


ner of unfolding a letter; when he mentions 
the ſimile of an arrow piercing the eye, he 
darts his forefinger towards that organ, then 
recoils with great violence when the word 
ſtarted is expreſſed ; ; and when he comes to 


trembling dropt it on the ground, he throws all his 


Jimbs 3 into a tremulous motion, and ſhakes the | 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 123 
imaginary paper from his hand. The latter 
part of the deſcription is carried on with the 
ſame minute geſticulation, while he ſays, _ 


Pale and aghaſt a while my victim ſtood, 
Diſguis'd a ſigh or two, and puff d them from 
Then rubb'd his brow, and took it up again. 


The player's countenance aſſumes a wild ſtare, 
he ſighs twice moſt piteouſly, as if he were on 
the point of ſuffocation, ſcrubs his forehead, and 
bending his body, apes the action of ſnatch. 


: ing an object from the floor. Nor is this 


dexterity of dumb ſhew omitted, when he 
_ concludes his intimation in theſe three lines: 
Aft firſt, he laok'd as if he meant to read it: 
Hut, check'd by riſing fears, he cruſh'd it thus, 
And thruſt it like an adder in his boſom. 


Here the judicious performer imitates the con- 
fulion and concern of Alonzo, ſeems to caſt 
his eyes upon ſomething, from which they 
are immediately withdrawn, with horror and 
precipitation, then ſhutting his fiſt with a vio- 
Tent ſqueeze, as if he intended to make im- 
_ mediate application to Iſabella's noſe, he rams 
it in his own boſom, with all the horror and 
agitation of a thief taken in the manner. Were 
the player debarred the uſe of ſpeech, and o- 


© bliged to act to the eyes only of the audience, 


this mimickry might be a neceſſary conveyance 
of his meaning; but when he is ar liberty to 
ſignify his ideas by language, nothing can be 
more trivial, forced, unnatural and antic, than 


3 
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this ſuperfluous mummery. Not that I would 
exclude from the repreſentation the graces of 
action, without which the choiceſt ſentiments, 
: clothed in the molt exquiſite expreſſion, would 

appear unanimated and inſipid; but theſe are 

as different from this ridiculous burleſque, as 
is the demeanour of a Tully in the roſtrum, 
from the tricks of a jack pudding on a moun- 


tebank's ſtage: and for the truth of whatT 


alledge, I appeal to the obſervation of any 
perſon who has conſidered the elegance of at- 
titude and propriety of geſture, as they are 
univerſally acknowledged in the real charac. 
ters of life. Indeed I have known a Gaſcon, 
whoſe limbs were as eloquent as his tongue? 
he never mentioned the word fl-ep without. 
_ reclining his head upon his hand; when he 
had occaſion to talk of an horſe, he always 
ftarted up and trotted acroſs the room, except 
| when he was fo ſituated that he could not (tir 


without incommoding the company, and in 


that caſe he contented himſelf with neighing 
_ aloud : if a dog happened to be the fubject of 
his converſation, he wagged his rail, and prin- 
ned ina moſt ſignificant manner; and one day 
be expreſſed his defire of going backwards 
with ſuch natural imitation of his purpoſe, 
that every body in the room firmly believed he 


had actually overſhot himſelf, and fortified. | 


their noſtrils accordingly. Yet no man ever 
| looked upon this virtuolo to be the ſtandard of 
- propriety in point of ſpeaking and deportment. 


For my own part I confeſs the player in que- 


5 Wan would, * dint of. theſe qualifications, 5 
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make a very good figure in the character of 
Pantaloon's lacquey, in the entertainment of 
Perſeus and Andromeda, and perhaps might ; 
acquire ſome reputation, by turning the Re- 
venge into a pantomine ; in which caſe, I would. 
adviſe him to come upon the ſtage, provided 
with an handful of flour, in order to beſmear 
his face, when he pronounces pale and aghaſt, . 
&c. and methinks he ought to illuſtrate the 
adder with an hideous hiſs. But let us now 
come to the other ſituation, in which this mo- 
dern Mſopus is ſuppoſed to diſtinguiſn himſelf 
ſo much, I mean. that ſame eclairciſſement come 
pr chended in Know then, tua I. His 
manner, I own, may be altered ſince ] was 
preſent at the repreſentation of that perfor- 
mance ; but certain I am, when I beheld him 
in that critical conjuncture, his behaviour ap- 
peared to me fo uncouth, that J really ima- 
gined he was vilited by ſome epileptic diftem- 
per; for he ſtood tottering and gaſping for 
the ſpace of two minntes, like a man fuddenly 
ſtruck with the pally ; and after various di- 
ſtortions and ſide ſhakings, as if he had got 
fleas in his doublet, heaved up from his lungs 
the letter 7, like a huge anchor from foul 
ground. 255 
£ I his erſiciſin Was s acceptable to the majori- 
ty of the college, who had no great venera- 


tion for the player in queſtion; and his admi- 


rer, without making any reply, aſked in a 
wWhiſper of the gentleman who fat next to him, 

if Pickle had not offered ſome abe 4 to 
| the ſtage, and met with a repulte, 
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CHAP. Xxcv. 


The young gentleman is introduced to a virtuoſe 


2g | of the firſt order, and COMMENCES Telper. 


He Peregrine had profeſſed himſelf 


an author, without reaping the fruits 


of that occupation, except the little fame he 
had acquired by his late ſatire; but now he 


thought it high time to weigh ſolid pudding a- 


gainſt empty praiſe ; and therefore engaged 


with ſome bookſellers in a certain tranſlation, 


which he obliged himſelf to perform for the | 


conſideration of two hundred pounds. The 
articles of agreement being drawn, he began 


his taſk with great eagerneſs, roſe early in the 


morning to his work, at which he laboured all 


day long, went abroad with the bats in the 


evening, and appeard in the coffee-houſe, 


where he amuſed himſelf with the news pa- 
pers and converſation till nine o'clock ; then 
he retired to his own apartment, and after a 


flight repaſt, betook himſelf to reſt, that he 


might be able to unrooſt with the cock. This 


ſudden change from his former way of life a- 


greed ſo ill with his diſpoſition, that, for the 
firſt time, he was troubled with flatulencies and 
indigeſtion, which produced anxiety and dejec- 
tion of {pirits, and the nature of his ſituation be- 
gan in ſome meaſure to diſcompoſe his brain; a 
diſcovery which he no ſooner made, than he 
had recourſe to the advice of a young phy ſici- 
an, who was a member of the college of au- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 127 
thors, at this time one of our hero's moſt i inti- 
mate acquaintance. 

The ſon of Eſculapius having conſidered 
his caſe, imputed his diſorder to the right 
cauſe, namely, want of exerciſe; diſſuaded 
kim from ſuch cloſe application to ſtudy, until 
he ſhould be gradually familiarized to a ſeden- 
tary life, adviſed him to enjey his friend and 
his bottle in moderation, and wean himſelf _ 
from his former cuſtoms by degrees; and, a- 


bove all things, to riſe immediately after his 


firſt ſleep, and exerciſe himſelf in a morning 
walk. In order to render this laſt part of the 


= preſcription the more palatable, the doctor 


promiſed to attend him in theſe early excur- 
ſions, and even to introduce him to a certain 
perſonage of note, who gave a ſort of public 


breakfaſting to the minor virtuoſi of the age, 


and often employed his intereſt in behalf of 
| thoſe who properly cultivated his countenance 
and approbation. 

This propoſal was antiemely acceptable to 


= our young gentleman, who, beſides the ad- 


vantage which might accrue to him from ſuch 
a valuable conneckion, foreſaw much enter- 
tainment and ſatisfaction in the diſcourſe of ſo 
many learned gueſts. The occaſions of his 
health and intereſt, moreover, coincided in an- 
other circumſtance 3 - the miniſter's levee be- 
ing kept betimes in the morning; ſo that he 
could perform his walk, yield his attendance, 
and breakfaſt at this philoſophical board, with- 
out incroaching a great deal upon his avoca- | 
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Meaſures being thus preconcerted, the 
oleic conducted our adventurer to the 
houſe of this celebrated fage, to whom he re- 


commended him as a gentleman of genius and 
_ taſte, who craved the honour of his acquain- 
tance; but he had previouſly ſmoothed the 


way to this introduction, by repreſenting Pe- 
regrine as a young fellow of great ambition, 


| fpirit and addreſs, who could not fail to make 


a figure in the world; that, therefore, he 
would be a creditable 1 to the ſubordi- 


nates of ſuch a patron, and by his qualifica- 


tions, intrepidity and warmth of temper, turn 
out a conſummate herald of his fame. Upon 


theſe conſiderations, he met with a moſt en- 
gaging reception from the entertainer, who 
Was a well-bred man, of ſome learning, ge- 
neroſity and taſte; but his foible was the de- 
ſire of being thought the inimitable pattern of 


all the three. 


It was with a view to inquire. and l 


this character, that his houte was open to all 
thoſe who had any pretenſion to literature; 
conſequently he was ſurrounded by a ſtrange - 
variety of pretenders ; but none were diſcou- 

' raged, becauſe he knew that even the moſt 
inſignificant might, in ſome ſhape, conduce to 

the propagation of his praiſe. A babbler, 
though he cannot run upon the ſent, may 


ſpring the game, and by his yelping help to 


fill up the cry: no wonder then, that a youth 


of Pickle's accompliſhments was addmitted and 
even invited into the pack. After having en- 
| Joyed a very mort private audience 1 in the. clo- 
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nother room, where half a dozen of his fel- 
low-adherents waited for their Mzcenas, who 
in a few minutes appeared with a moſt gra- 
cious aſpect, received the compliments of the 


The converſation at firſt turned upon the 
weather, which was inveſtigated in a very 
philoſophical manner by one of the company, 
who ſeemed to have conſulted all the barome- 
ters and thermometers that ever were invent. 
ed, before he would venture to affirm that it 
was a chill morning. This ſubje& being ac- 
curately diſcuſſed, the chief inquired about 
the news of the learned world; and his incli- 
nation was no ſooner expreſſed than every 


curioſity: but he that firſt captivated his in- 
tention was a meagre, ſhrivelled antiquary, Who 


met with a medal, which though it was de- 
faced by time, he would venture to pronounce 


a piece of copper-coin ſo conſumed and dif. 
guiſed by age, that ſcarce a veſtige of the im- 


this connoiſſeur pretended to diſtinguiſh a face 

in profil, from which he concluded that the 

piece was of the Upper empire, and on the 
Vol. V. | | 


et, our young gentleman was ſhown into a- 


morning, and fat down to breakfaſt in the 
midft of them without any further ceremony. 


gueſt opened his mouth, in order to gratify his 


locked like an animated mummy, Which had 
been ſcorched among the ſands of the deſart. 
= He told the patron, that he had by accident 


a genuine antique, from the ringing and tafte 
of the metal, as well as from the colour and 
compoſition of the ruſt: fo Hug he produced 


preſſion was to be perceived. Nevertheleſs 
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reverſe he endeavoured to point out the bulb 
of the ſpear, and part of the parazonium, 


which were the inſignia of the Roman Virtus, 

together with the fragment of one fold of the 
multicium in which the was cloathed. He 
likewiſe had diſcovered an angle of the letter 
N, and, at ſome diſtance, an entire I: from 
theſe circumſtances conjecturing, and indeed 
| concluding that the medal was ſtruck by Seve. 
rus, in honour of the victory he obtained over 
his rival Niger, after he had forced the paſſes 
of mount Taurus. This criticiſm ſeemed very 
ſatisfactory to the entertainer, who havin 


examined the coin by the help of his ſpect- 


acles, plainly diſcerned the particulars which 
the owner had mentioned, and was pleaſed 


to term his account of the matter a very in- 
© ee explanation. 


The curioſity was cir culated through => 


hands of all preſent, and every virtuoſo, 


his turn, licked the copper, and rung it ik 
the hearth, declaring his aſſent to the judgment 
which had been pronounced. At length, it 


fell under the inſpection of our young gentle- 


man, who, though no antiquarian, was very 
well acquainted with the current coin of his 
oven country, and no ſooner caſt his eyes up- 
on the valuable antique, than he affirmed 


without heſitation, that it was no other than 


the ruins of an Engliſh farthing, and that : 


ſame ſpear, parazonium and multicium, the 
remains of the emblems and drapery with 
which the figure of Britannia Is delineated on 
our topper: money. oP 


a 
N 
* 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 13. 
This hardy aſſeveration ſeemed to diſcon- 
cert the patron, while it incenſed the medaliſt, 
who grinning like an enraged baboon, ** What 
d'ye tell me of a braſs farthing ? (cal he) 
Did you ever know modern braſs of ſuch a 
reliſh? Do bur taſte it, young gentleman ; and 
ſure I am, if you have ever been converſant 
with ſubjects of this kind, you will find as wide 
a difference in the favour between this and an 
Engliſh farthing, as can pofſlibly be perceived 
betwixt an onion and a turnip : beſides, this 
medal has the true Coriathian ring; then the 
attitude is upright, whereas that of Britannia 
is reclining ; and how is it polſible to miſtake 
a branch of palm for a parazonium ?? 
All the reſt of the company eſpouſed the 
5 tuoſo's ſide of the queſtion, becauſe the re- 
putation of each was concerned. The patron 


= findivg himſelf in the ſame circumſtance, af. 


| ſumed a ſolemnity of feature, daſhed with a 
ſmall mixture of diſpleaſure, and told Pere- 
grine, that as he had not made that branch of 
literature his particular ſtudy, he was not ſur- 
priſed to ſee him miſtaken in his opinion. 
Pickle immediately underſtood the reproof. 
Though he was ſhocked at the vanity or infa- 
tuation of his entertainer and fellow-gueſts, 
aſked pardon for his preſumption, which was 
accordingly excuſed, in conſideration of his in- 
experience; and the Englith farthing dignified 
with the tile of a true antique. | 
The next perſon that addreſſed himſelf to 
the chief was a gentleman of a very mathema- 
-tical turn, Who valued himſelf upon the im- 
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provements he had made in ſeveral domeſtic 
machines, and now preſented the plan of a 
new contrivance, for cutting cabbages, in 
ſuch à manner as would ſecure the ſtock a- 
: 3 the rotting rain, and enable it to pro- 
uce a plenteous after · erop of delicious ſprouts. 
In this important machine he had united the 


whole mechanic powers, with ſuch maſſy 
complication of iron and wood, that it could 
not have been moved without the aſſiſtance 
of an horſe, and a road made for the conve- 
nience of the draught. Theſe objections were 


fo obvious, that they occurred at firſt fight of 
the inſpector- general, who greatly commend- 


ed the invention, which, he obſerved, might = 
be applied to ſeveral other uſeful purpoſes, 


could it once be rendered a little more port- 
able and commodious, 

The inventor, who had not finden theſe 
difficulties, was not prepared to ſurmount 


them; but he took the hint in good part, and 


promiſed to taſks his abilities anew, in altering 
the conſtitution of bis deſign. Not but that 
he underwent fome ſevere wony from the reſt 
of the virtuoſi, who complimented him upon 
the momentuous improvement he had made, 
by which a family might fave a diſh of greens 


jn a quarter, for ſo trifling an expence as that 


of purchaſing, working and maintaining ſuch 
A ſtupenduous machine: but no man was ever 


more farcaſtic in his remarks upon this piece 
of mechaniſm than the naturaliſt, who next 


_ appealed to the patron's approbation for a cu- 


rious diſquiſuion he had an touching the | 
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procreation of muck flies, in which he had 
Jaid down a curious method of callecting, pre. 
ſerving and hatching the eggs of theſe inſects, 
even in the winter, by certain modifications of 
artificial heat. The nature of this diſcovery 
was no ſooner communicated, than Peregrine, 
unable to contain himſelf, was ſeized with a 
fit of laughter, which infected every perſon at 
the table, the landlord himſelf not excepted, 
who found it impoſſible to Dans _ wont- ⸗ 
ed gravity of face. _ 
Such unmannerly mirth did not fail to mor- 
tify the philoſopher, who, after ſome pauſe, 
during which indignation. and diſdain were 
painted in his countenance, reprehending our 
young gentleman for his unphiloſophical be» 
haviour, and undertook to prove, that the 
© ſubje&t of his inquiry was of infinite conſe- 
= quence to the progreſs and increaſe of natural 
knowledge: but * found no quarter from 
dhe vengeful engineer, who now retorted his 
= ironical compliments, with great emphaſis, | 
upon this hot-bed for the generation of ver- 
min, and adviſed him to lay the whole pro- 
1 ceſs before the Royal Society, which would, 
= doubtleſs, preſent him with a medal, and 
give him a place among their memoirs, as a 
= dillinguithed promoter of the ufeful arts.“ If 
 {(taid he) you had employed your ſtudies in 
finding out ſome effectual method to deſtroy. 
thoſe inſects which prejudice and annoy man- 
kind, in all probability you muſt have been 
contented with the contemplation of the good 
you had done; but this curious expedient for 
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multiplying maggots, will ſurely entitle you to 

an honourable rank in the liſt of learned phi- 
loſophers.” «4 don't wonder (replied the 
naturaliſt) that you ſhould be ſo much averſe 
to the propagation of inſects, becauſe, in 
all likelihood, you are afraid that they will 
not Jeave you a cabbage to cut down with 
the ſame miraculous machine.” „Sir, (an- 
iwered the mechanic, with great bitterneſs of 
voice and aſpect) if the cabbage be as light. 


headed as ſome muck- worm philoſophers, it 
will not be worth cutting down.” I never 


diſpute upon cabbage with the ſon of a cu- 
cumber,“ ſaid the fly-breeder, alluding to the 


pedegree of his antagoniſt; who impatient of 
the affront, ſtarted up with fury in his looks, 
exclaiming, „ *Sdeath ! meaning me, Sir?” 
Here the patron, perceiving things draws 
ing towards a rupture, interpoled his autho- 


rity, rebuking them for their intemperance, 


and recommending to them amity and concord 


againſt the Goths and Vandals of the age, who 
took all opportunities of ridiculing and diſcou- 
raging the adherenis of knowledge and philo- 
fophy. After this exhortation, they had no 


pretence for carrying on the diſpute, which 
Was dropt in all appearance, though the me- 


| chanic {till retained his reſentment ; and af- 
ter breakfaſt, when the company broke up, 
accoſted his adver fary in the ſtreet, deſiring 
to know how he durſt be fo infolent as to 
make that ſcurrilous reflection upon his fami- 


5 ly. The fiy-fancier, thus queſtioned, accu- 5 
ſed the mathematician of having been the ag. 


_ 1 0 0 Ä 


8 
TE» 


N 
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greſſor, i in likening his head to a light cab- 
bage ; and here the altercation being renew- 
ed, the engineer proceeded to the illuſtration 
of his mechanics, tilting up his hand like a 


balance, thruſting it forward by way of lever, 
embracing the naturaliſt's noſe like a wedge 


betwixt two of his fingers, and turning it 
round with the momentum of a ſcrew or peri- 


trochium. Had they been obliged to decide 
the diſpute with equal arms, the aſlailant 
would have had great advantage over the o- 
ther, who was very much his inferior in muſ- 


cular ſtrength; but the philoſopher being 


luckily provided with a cane, no ſooner diſen- 


gaged himſelf from this opprobrious applica- 


tion, than he handled his weapon with great 
dexterity about the head and thoulders of his 


- antagoniſt, who finding this ſhower of blows 
very diſagreeable, was fain to betake himſelf 
to his heels for ſhelter, and was purſued by 


the angry vidor, who chaſed him from one 


end of the ſtreet to the other, affording un- 
ſpeakable ſatisfaction to the multitude, as well 
as to our hero and to his introductor, who 
were ſpectators of the whole ſcene, 


Thus was our adventurer initiated in the 


- fodety of Yelpers, though he did not as yet 
fully underſtand the nature of his office, which 
Was explained by the young phyſician, who 
chid him for his blunt behaviour in the caſe 
of the medal, and gave him to underſtand, 
that their patron's favour was neither to be 
gained, nor preſerved by any man that would 
Pretend to cagvit him of a miltake : be there- 
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fore counſelled him to reſpect this foible, and 
cultivate the old gentleman with all the zeal 
and veneration, which a regard to his own 


character would permit him to pay. This 


taſk was the eaſier to one of our young 
gentleman's pliant diſpoſition, becauſe the vir. 
tuoſo's behaviour was abſolutely free: from 


that inſolent ſeW.conceit which he could not 


bear without diſguſt: the ſenior was on the 


contrary, mild and beneficient; and Pickle 


was rather pleaſed than ſhocked at his weak 
neſs, becauſe it flattered his vanity with the 
ſuppoſition of his own ſuperior ſenſe, 
Cautioned in this manner, Peregrine profit. 
ed ſo much by his inſinuating qualifications, 
that in a very little time he was looked upon 
as one of the chief favourites of rhe patron, 


to whom he dedicated a {mall occaſional poem; 
and every body believed he would reap the 
fruits of his attachment, among the firſt of 


Y the old muon 8 depend ant. 


CHAP, XCV. 


Peregrine finding himſelf neglected by Sir Steady 
Steer well, expeſtulates with him in a letter: 


1 conſequence of which, be is forbid his houſe, 


 byfes bis Penſi ws and i INCUT'S we Charge of lu. 


nacy. 


his expectations from the miniſter, whom 


he did not neglect, helped to comfort him un- 
; der che reverle of Fortune, which he bad un- 


HIS proſpect of ſucceſs, together * ny 
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| dergone, and the uncertainty of the law-ſuit, 


which he had {hill maintained for the recovery 


of his ten thouſand pounds. The lawyers, 
indeed, continued to drain his pocket of mo- 
ney, while they filled his brain with an un- 


ſubſtantial hope; and he was actually obliged 
to berrow money from his bookſeller, on the 


| ſtrength of the tranflation, in order to ſatisfy 


the demands of thoſe ravenous harpies, ra- 


ther than lay the miſanthrope under any diffi- 


culties, or have recourſe to his friend Hatch- 
way, who lived at the garriſon, entirely 1g- 
norant of his diſtreſs. This was nor at all al- 


leviated by the arrival of the Indiaman, in 
which he had ventured feven hundred pounds, 

as we have already obſerved ; for he was gl- 
ven to underſtand, that the borrower was 


left dangerouſly ill at Bombay when the ſhip 


| failed, and that his chance for retrieving his 


money was extr emely ſlender. 
So ſituated, it is not to be ſuppoſed, that he 


led a life of tranquillity, though he made a 
ſhift to ſtruggle with the remonſtrances of 


misfortune : yet ſuch a guth of affliction would 
ſometimes ruſh upon his thought, as over- 
whelmed all the ideas of his hope, and ſunk 
him to the very bottom of diſpondence. Every 


equipage that paſſed him in the ſtreet, every 
perſon of rank and fortune that occurred to 


his view, recalled the gay images of his for- 


mer life, with ſuch mortifying reflection as 
ſtabbed him to the very ſoul. He lived, 
therefore, inceſſantly expoſed to all the pangs 


of envy and diſquiet. When 1 fay envy, I 
VL, IV. 8 
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do not mean that ſordid paſſion, in conſe. 


by the proſperity of folly, ignorance and vice, 


iſtence; or, at leaſt, he mult have ſuffered 
ſome XX yt et diſcompoſure of the brain : but 


xp —— — — 


Pickle was ſo ingenious in theſe reſearches, 
that he maintained a good battle with difap- 


e 


5 hundred pounds. 


touching his allowance, notwithſtanding his 


him to underſtand, that his occaſions were 


| ed, the author went to his honout”s houſe, in 
der; but was miſtaken in his hope, the mini- 
pearance at the kevee, in hopes of being clo- 


ſetted; but though he took all opportunities 
of watching Sir e 5 hes, he could not 


quence of which a man repines at his neigh. 
bour's ſucceſs, howſoever deſer ved; but that 
ſelf- tormenting indignation which is inſpired 


Without the intervening gleams of enjoyment, 
which he felt in the converſation of a few 
friends, he could not have ſupported his ex- 


one is ſtill finding ſome circumſtance of allevi- 
ation, even in the worſt of conjectures; and 


pointment, till the revolution of the term at 
which he had received his Neuen of thr ee 
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However, ſeeing the day clue; without 


ſignificant method of preſenting himſelf at the 
miniſter's levee, when the year was expired 
he wrote a letter to Sir Steady, reminding 
him of his ſituation and promiſe, and giving 


ſuch, as compelled him to demand his ſalary | 
for the enſuing year. | 1 
In the morning after this letter was convey- [| 


expectation of being admitted by particular or- 


ler not being viſible. He then made his ap- 
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obtain one glance, and had the pleaſure of 


ſeeing him retire, without being favoured 
with the leaſt notice. Theſe circumſtances of 
wilfal neplect were not over and above agree- 


able to our young hero, who in the agonies 
of vexation and reſentment, went home, and 


compoſed a moſt acrimonious remonſtrance to 


his honour ; in conſequence of which he was 


not only deprived of all pretenſions to, a pri- 
vate audience, but exprelsly denied admit- 
tance on a public day, by Sir Steady s Own. 


order _ 


1. his prohibition, which ne his to- 


tal ruin, filled him with rage, horror, and 
deſpair: he inſulted the porter who ſignified 
the miniſter's command, threatening to chaſ- 


tiſe him upon the ſpot for his preſumption, 


and vented the moſt virulent imprecations up- 


on his maſter, to the aſtoniſhment of thoſe 
who chanced to enter during this conference. 


: Having exhauſted himſelf in theſe vain excla- 


mations, he returned to his lodgings in a moſt 
frantic condition; biting his lips fo that the 


blood ran from his mouth, daſhing his head 


and fiſts againſt the ſides of his chimney, and 
weeping with the moſt bitter expreſſions of 


MO. 


Pipes, whoſe per ception had been juſt for. 
ſcien to let him ſee, that there was ſome dif- 
ference between the preſent and former ſitu- 
ation of his maſter, over-hearing his tranſ- 
ports, eſſayed to enter his apartment, with a 
view of adminiſtri ing conſolation ; and finding 
the door locked on the inlide, delir ed admits 
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tance, proteſting that otherwiſe he would 
down with the bulk- head, in the turning of 


an hand-ſpike. Peregrine ordered him to re- 
tire, on pain of his diſpleaſure, and ſwor e, 
that if he ſhould offer to break open the door, 


he would inſtantly ſhoot him through the bead: 
Tom, without paying the leaſt regard to this 


injunction, ſet himſelf at work immediately. 


His maſter, exaſperated at his want of reve- 
"rence and reſpect, which in his preſent pa- 


roxyſm, appeared with the moſt provoking 
aggravation, flew into his cloſet, and {natch- 


Ing up one of his piſtols already loaded, no 


ſooner ſaw his valet enter the apartment, 
conſequence of having forced the lock, : Sa 
he preſented full at his face, and drew the 


| trigger. Happily the priming flaſhed in the 
pan, without communicating with the charge; 
ſo that his furious purpoſe did not take effect 


upon the countenance of honeſt Pipes, who, 
diſregardful of the attempt, though he knew 
the contents of the piece, aſked, without the 


leaſt alteration of feature, if it muſt be tout 
weather through the whole voyage ? 
Peregrine, mad as he was, "Tepented of 


his miſchievous intent againft fuch a faithful 


adherent, in the very moment of execution; 
and had it proved fatal, according to the de- 
ſign, in all probability he would have applied 
another to his own head, There are certain 
_ conſiderations that ſtrixe upon the mind with 
irreſiſtible force, even in the midſt of its di- 
ſtraction; the momentary recollection of ſome 
Par ticular ſcene, occaſioned by the features of 


$i 
J 
4 
N 
N 
* 
* 
E! 
* 
uh 
73 
K 
*3 
. 
5, 
f 


E 
* / 
Bu 
o 
& Fo 
at 
2 
„ 
1 
* 42 
* 
a 
7239 
2 
5 
1 
> 
wt 
A; 
E 7 
2 
* 
3 
be 
123g 
2 
Ee 
AR 
3 
«0 
WM 
2s 
2 
a3 
8 
8 
x3 
7 
7 
3 
E 
* 
D 
boy 
5 
Jt 
34 
x 
- 
1 
4 
p 
Ke 
x 
be 
NM 
R 
15 
24 
* 
* 
8 


r Ju * e 7 e r ©. e 
T ISL V D e NE ICY, % $58 PR 8 3 ; ee 5 2 4 
* r FOE I Ta ER 7, \'L N CEE P, 4 e 5 2 Y 7 HA . A 0 EIT * 
22727TT1T7T7TTT oe NS e 1 2 ee e . | a 
N ES CO a Os to ens Tu SS SH EAR Gs 3 ' | 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 141 
the devoted victim, hath often ſtruck the 
dagger from the aſſaſſin's hand. By ſuch an 
impulſe was Pipes protected from any repeated 
effort of his maſter's rage; the friendly cauſe 
of his preſent diſobedience flaſhed upon the 
ey of Peregrine, when he beheld the 

ged front of his valet, in which alſo ſtood. 
Giclee his long and faithful ſervice, together 
with the recommendation of the deceaſed | 
commodore. 

Though his wrath was lm ſup- 
preſſed, and his heart torn with remorſe for 
what he had done, his brows remained {till 
contracted ; and darting a moſt ferocious re- 
gard at the intruder, “ Villain! (ſaid he) 


” how dare you treat me with ſuch diſreſpect?ꝰ“ 
„ Why ſhouldnt J lend a hand for the pre- 


ſervation of the ſhip, (anſwered the unruffled 


Pipes) when there is more fail than ballaſt a- 


board, and the pilot quits the helm in de- 
ſpair? What ſignifies one or two broken voy- 
ages, ſo long as our timbers are ſtrong, and 
our veſſel in good trim ; if ſhe Joſes upon one 
tack, mayhap ſhe may gain upon Yother ; 


and I'll be damn'd if one day or other we 


don't fetch up our lee-way : as for the matter 


of proviſion, you have ſtarted a pretty good 
ſtock of money into my hold, and you. are 
welcome to hoiſt it up again when you wool 27? 


Here Tom was interrupted by the arrival 
of Mr Crabtree, who ſeeing Peregrine with 
a piſtol in his band, and ſuch wild diſorder in 


bis looks, his head. hands and mouth be— 


ſmeared with blood, and moreover, ſmelling 


the gun. powder which had been burnt, ac. 
tually believed he had either committed or 
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was bent upon muider, and accordingly re— 
treated down ſtairs with infinite diſpatch. All 
his ſpeed could not convey him without the 
reach of Pipes, who overtaking bim in his 


paſſage, carried him back into his maſter's a- 


partment, obſerving by the way, that this 


Was no time to ſheer off, when his conſort _ 


in need of his alliance. | 


There was ſomething fo ruefilly ſevere | in 
the countenance of Cadwallader, thus cotn- 
pelled, that at any other time our hero would 


have laughed at his concern; but at prelent, 
there was nothing riſible in his diſpoſition : 


he had, however, laid aſide his piltol, and 


endeavoured, though in vain, to compoſe his 


Internal diſturbance ; for he could not utter 


one ſyllable to the miſanthrope, but ſtood 


_ ſtaring at him in ſilence, with a moſt delirious | 
aſpect. This did not tend to diſpel the diſmay 
of his friend, who, after fome recollection, 


„ wonder (ſaid he) that you have never 


killed your man before, Pray how may you 


have diſpoſed of the body?” Pickle having 


recovered the faculty of ſpeech, ordered his 
lacquey ont of the room, and in a molt inco- 


herent detail, made Crabtree acquainted with 
the perfidious conduct of the miniſter. 
Ihe confident was very glad to find his fears 
diſappointed; for he had really concluded, 
that ſome life was loſt. Perceiving the yourh 
too much agitated to be treated by him in hrs 
uſual "Ye, he owned at Sir ene was a 
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raſcal, encouraged Pickle with the hope of 
being one day able to make repriſals upon 
him : in the mean time offered him money for 
his immediate occaſions, exhorted him to ex- 
ert his own qualifications in rendering himſelf 
independent of ſuch miſcreants, and finally, 
counſelled him to repreſent his wrongs to the 
nobleman whom he had formerly obliged, 
with a view of intereſting that peer in his be- 
half, or at leaſt of obtaining a ſatisfactory ex- 
planation from the miniſter, that he might 


1 no premature meaſures of revenge. 


Theſe admonitions were ſo much milder and 
more agreeable than our hero expected from 
the miſanthrope, that they had a very favour- 


3 able effect upon his tranſports, which gradu- 


ally ſubſided, until he became ſo tractable as 
to promiſe that he would conform to his ad- 


vice; in conſequence of which, he next morn- 


ing waited upon his lordſhip, who received 
him very politely, as uſual, and with great 


patience heard his complaint, which, by- the- 


bye, he could not repeat without fome haſty 
ebullitions of paſlionate reſentment. This 
peer, after having gently diſapproved of the 
letter of expoſtulation, which had produced 
ſuch unfortunate effects, kindly under took 
to recommend his caſe to the miniſter, and 
actually performed his promiſe that ſame day, 
when Sir Steady informed bim, to his utter 


aſtoniſhment, that the poor young gentleman 


was difordered in his brain, ſo that he could 
not poſſibly be provided for in a place of im- 
Por tance, with any regard to the ſervice z 
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and it could not be expected that he (Sir Steady) 


would ſupport his extravagance from his own 
private purſe : that he had indeed, at the 
ſolicitation of a nobleman deceaſed, made him 
a preſent of three hundred pounds, in conſi- 
deration of ſome loſs that he pretended to 
have ſuſtained in an election; but, ſince that 
time, had perceived in him ſuch indiſputable 
marks of lunacy, both by his diſtracted letters 
and perſonal behaviour, as obliged him to 


give order, that he ſtwultl not be admitted 


into the houſe. To corroborate this aſſertion, 
the miniſter actually called in the evidence of 
his own porter, and one of the gentlemen of 


his houſehold, who had heard the execrations 


that eſcaped our youth, when he firſt found 


Himſelf excluded. In ſhort, the nobleman. 


was convinced, that Peregrine was certainly 


and bona fide mad as a March hare; and, by the 
help of this intimation, began to recollect ſome 


ſymptoms of diſtraction which appeared in his 
laſt viſit; he remembered a certain incohe- 


rence in his ſpeech, a violence of geſture and 
wildneſs of look, that now evidently denoted 
a diſturbed underſtanding : and he determi- 
ned, for his own credit and ſecurity, to diſen- 
tangle himſelf fr om ſuch a Tons acquain- 


tance. 


With this view, "op in imitation: . 


Steady, commanded his gate to be ſhut againſt 


our adventurer; ſo that when he went te 
know the reſult of his lordſhip's conference 
with the miniſter, the door was flung in his 


face, and the] Janitor told bim through an ix ou 
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prate, that he needed not to give himſelf the 


trouble of calling again, for his lord deſired 


to be excuſed from ſeeing him. He ſpoke not 
a word in anſwer to this declaration, which he 
immediately impated to the ill-offices of the 


miniſter, againſt whom he breathed defiance 
and revenge in his way to the lodgings of 
Cadwallader ; who being made acquainted 


with the manner of his reception, begged he 


would deſiſt from all ſchemes of Vengeance, 


until he (Crabtree) ſhould be able to unriddle 


the myſtery of the whole, which. he did not 


doubt of unveiling by means of bis acquaint- 
ance with a family, in which his ardnp often 
ſpent the evening at Whiſt. 


It was not long before he had the deficed: 
opportunity; the nobleman being under no 


injunctions or obligation to keep the affair 


© ſecret, diſcovered the young gentleman's miſ= 


KH fortune, by way of news, to the firſt com- 
= pany in which he happened to be; and Pere- 
grine's name was not fo obſcure in the fa- 
thionable world, but that his diſorder became 
the general topic of converſation for a day; 
fo that his friend ſoon partook of the intelli- 
gence, and found means to learn the particu- 
lar's of the minilter's information, as above 
related. Nay, he was in danger of becoming 
a proſelyte to Sir Steady's opinion, when he 
recalled and compared every circumſtance 


which he knew of Fickie 8 e and un- 


petuolity, 


Indeed nothing more eaſily gains cr edit than 


an imputation of madneſs ixed upon any per- 
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ſon whatſoever; for when the ſuſpicion of the 
world is rouſed, and its obſervation once ſet 
at work, the wiſeſt, the cooleſt man upon 
earth, will, by ſome particulars in his beha- 
viour, convict himſelf of the charge: every 
ſingularity i in his dreſs and manner (and ſuch 
are obſervable in every perſon) that before 
paſſed unheeded, now riſes up in judgment a- 
ainft him, with all the exaggeration of the 
obſerver's fancy; and the ſagacious examiner 
perceives diſtraction in every glance of the eye, 
turn of the finger, and motion of the head: 
when he ſpeaks there is a ſtrange peculiarity 
in his argument and expreſſion; when he 
Holds his tongue, his imagination teems with 
ſome extravagant reverie ; his ſobriety of de 
meanor is no other than a lucid interval, and 
his paſſion mere delirium. _ a 
If people of the moſt ſedate and inſipid life 
and converſation are ſubject to ſuch criticiſms; 
no wonder that they ſhould take place upon a 
youth of Peregrine's fiery diſpoſition, which, 
on ſome occaſions, would have actually juſtified 
any ſremarks of this kind which his preateſt 
enemies could make. He was accordingly re- 
| preſented as one of thoſe enterpriſing Bucks, 
I who, after having ſpent their fortunes in riot 
and exceſs, are happily bereft of their under- 
: ſtanding, and contequendy inſenſible of the 
Þ Want and dilprace which oy” have intailed 
| upon themſelves. 
Cadwallader himſelf was «+ 8 affected 
| with the report, that for ſometime he heſi- 
_ tared | in his deliberat ons en our hero, be- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 147 
fore he could prevail upon himſelf to commu- 
nicate to him the information he had received, 


or to treat him in other reſpects as a man of | 


ſound intellects. At length, however, he 
ventured to make Pickle acqua! inted with the 


particulars he had learned, imparting them 


with ſuch caution and circumlocution, as he 
thought neceſſary to prevent the young gentle- 
man from tranſgreſſing all bounds of temper 
and moderation: but, for once, he was agree- 
ably deceived in his prognoſtic. Incenſed as 
our hero was at the conduct of the miniſter, 


he could no help laughing at the ridiculous af- £ 


perſion, which he told his friend, he would 
ſoon refute in a manner that ſhould not be 
very agr eeable to his calumniator ; obterving 
that it was a common practice with the ſtare 


pilot, thus to flander thoſe people to whom 
he lay under obligations which he had no 


mind to diſcharge. ** True it is (ſaid Pere- 
| grine) he has tucceeded more than once in 
contrivances of this kind, having actually re- 
duced divers people of weak heads to ſuch 
extremity of deſpair, as hath iſſued in down- 
right diſtraction, whereby he was rid of their 
importunities, and his judgment contir med at 


the ſame time: but I have now (thank hea- 


ven) attained to ſuch a pitch of philoſophical 
Telolution, as will ſupport me againſt all his 


machinations; and 1 will for thwith exhibit 


the monſter to the public, in his true linea- 
ments of craft, perfidy and ingratitude. , 
This indeed was the plan with which Me 


; Pickle had amuſed himſelf during the re- 
1 2 
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ſearches of Crabtree ; and by this time it ſs. 


effectually flattered his imagination, that he 


believed he thould be able to bring his adver- 


ſary (in ſpite of all his power) to his own terms 
of ſubmiſſion, by diſtinguiſhing himſelf in the 
liſt of thoſe who, at that period, wrote againſt 


+ the adminiſtration, Nor was this ſcheme fo 
extravagant as it may ſeem to be, had not he 
overlooked one material circumſtance, which 


Cadwallader himſelf did not recol! ect when 
he approved of this project. 


While he thus meditated vengeance, the 


fame of his diſorder, in due covurſe of circu- 


lation, reached the ears of that lady of quality, 


whoſe memoirs have appeared in the third 


volume of theſe adventures. The correſpon- 
_ dence with which ſhe had honoured our hero 
had been long broke off, for the reaſon already 
advanced, namely, his dread of being ex- 
poſed to her infatuating charms. He had been 
candid enough to make her acquainted with 


this cauſe of exiling himſelf from her preſence; 
and ſhe adinitted the prudence of ſelf. reſtraint, 
although ſhe would have been very well ſatis 


fied with the continuance of his intimacy and 
converſation, which were not at all beneath 
the deſire of any lady in the kingdom. Not- 


withſtanding this interruption, ſhe ſtill retain- 
ed a friendthip and regard for his character, 


and felt all the affliction of a humane heart, 


at the news of his misfortunes and deplorable 
diſtemper. She had feen him courted and 


cultivated in the ſun-ſhine of his proſperity ; 
but ſhe knew fr em fad 5 how all 
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PERF. :GRINE PICKLE. 149% 
thoſe inſet followers ſhrihk away in the win- 


ter of diſtreſs, Her compaſſion repreſented 


him as a poor unhappy lunatic, deſtitute of 


all the neceſſaries of life, dragging about 
the ruins of human nature, and exhibiting 
the ſpectacle of blaſted youth, to the ſcorn 
and abhorrance of his fellow- creatures. Ak- 
ing with theſe charitable conſiderations, ſhe 
found means to learn in what part of the 


town he lodged; and laying aſide all ſuper- 


fluous ceremony, went in a hackney chair to 
his door which was opened by the everfaith- 


ful „„ 
Her ladyſhip immediately recolleded: the 


features of this truſty follower, whom ſhe 


could not help loving in her heart, for his at- 


tachment and fidelity, which after ſhe had 


applauded with a moſt gracious commendation, 
the kindly mquired after the ſtate of his ma- 


ſter's health, and aſked, if he was in a condi- 
tion to be 3 


Tom, who could not Sh that the viſit 


ofa fine lady would be unacceptable to a youth 
of Peregrine's complexion, made no verbal re- 


ply to the queſtion; but beckoning her lady- 


ſhip with an arch ſignificance of feature, at 


which ſhe could not forbear ſmiling, walked 
foftly up ſtairs ; and ſhe, in obedience to the 
ſignal, followed her guide into the apart- 


ment of our hero, whom the found at a wri- 
ting table, in the very act of compoſing an eu- 
logium upom his good friend Sir Steady. The 


nature of his work had animated his counte- 
nance with an uncommon degree of vivacity; 


1 


350 Tux Abyrxrunrs or 


and being dreſſed in a neat diſhabille, his f. 


ure could not have appeared to more advan- 
8 PP 


tage, in the eye of a perſon who diſpiſed the 


tinſel of unneceſſary ornament. She was ex- 
tremely well pleaſed to ſee her expectations ſo 


agreeably diſappointed; for, inſtead of the 
ſqualid circumſtances and wretched looks at. 
tending indigence and diſtraction, every thing 
was decent and genteel ; and the patient's aſ- 
pect ſuch, as berokened internal ſatisfaction. 
Hearing the ruſtling of ſilk in his room, he 
lifted up his eyes from the paper, and ſeeing 
her ladyſhip, was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment and 
awe, as at the unexpected apparition of ſome 


5 ſuper natural being. 


Before he ould recollect himſelf from his : 


confuſion, which called the blood inte his 


cheeks, ſhe told him, that, on the ſtrength of 9 
old acquaintance, ſhe was come to viſit him, | 


though it was a long time ſince he had given 


her good reaſon to believe, he had abſolutely : 


forgot there was ſuch a perſon as ſhe in 


being. After having made the moſt warm ac- | 


| knowledgments for this unforeſeen honour, 
he aſſured her Jadyſhip, that the ſubject of her 
reproach was not his fault, but rather his ve- 
ry great misfortune ; and that, if it had been 


in his power to forget her ſo ealily as me | 
ſeemed to imagine, he thould never have gi- 


ven her cauſe to tax im with want of uy 
and reſpect, 


Still dubious of his ſituati jon, the began - 
_ converſe with him on different ſubjects; and 
he acquitted himſelf lo well in Ae particular, 8 
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ceal the true ſtate of his finances, 
poſſible for him to 
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that ſhe no longer doubted his having been 


miſrepreſented by the malice of his enemies; 
and candidly told him the cauſe and intent of 
her coming. He was not deficient in expreſ- 


ſions of gratitude for this inſtance of her ge- 


neroſity and friendſhip, which even drew tears 
from his eyes. As to the imputation of mad- 
neſs, he explained it ſo much to her ladylhip's 
ſatisfaction, that the evidently perceived he 


had been barbarouſly dealt with, and that the 
charge was no other than a moſt villainous af- 


perſion. 
Notwithſtanding al his e to con- 


for a conſiderable ſum, inſiſted upon bis ac- 
ceptance of it, as a trifling mark of her eſteem, 
and a ſpecimen of what the was inclined to do 
in his behalf. 
lence he would by no means receive ; alluring 


her, that though his affairs were at preſent a 
little perplexed, he had never felt the leaſt 
_ circumſtance of diſtreſs, and begging that ihe 
would not ſubject him to the burden of ſuch 
an unneceſſary obligation. 
Being obliged to put up with this refuſal, 
| ſhe proteſted ſhe would never forgive him, 
ſhould ſhe ever hear that he rejected her of- 
fer, when he ſtood in need of her aid; or if 
in time to come, he ſhould not apply to her 


it was im 
ive this detail, without 
diſcloſing ſome of the difficulties under which 
he laboured ; and her ladyſhip's ſagacity di- 
vining the reſt, the not only made him a ten- 
der of aſſiſtance; but preſenting a bank. note 


But this mark of her bene vo- 
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friendſhip, if ever he ſhould find himſelf in. 


commoded in point of fortune: ** An over. 


delicacy in this reſpect (ſaid ſhe) I ſhall look 
upon as a Rs ger of my own conduct ; 
becauſe, I myſelf have been obliged to have 
recourſe to my friends, in ſuch emergencies” 
Theſe generous remonſtrances and marks of 


particular friend{hip, could not fail to make 4 


deep impreſſion upon the heart of our hero, 


which ill ſmarted from the former impulſe of 


her charms : he not only felt all thoſe tran- 
| ſports which a man of honour and ſenſibility 
may be ſuppoſed to feel upon ſuch an occaſion, 


but the ſentiments of a more tender paſſion a- 
waking in his breaſt, he could not help ex- 


Preſſing himſelf in terms adapted to the e- 


motions of his ſoul ; and at length plainly told 
her, that were he diſpoſed to be a begger, he 
would aſk ſomething of infinitely more impor- 
tance to his peace, than the charitable allilt- 


ance ſhe had proffered. 


Her ladyſhip had too much penetration to 
miſtake his meaning; but as ſhe did not chuſe 
to encourage his advances, pretended to inter- 
pret his i intimation into a general compliment 
of gallantry, and in a jocoſe manner, deſired 
he would not give her any reaſon to believe 
his lucid interval was paſt. „ In faith, * 


lady, (ſaid he) I perceive the fit coming on; 


and I don't ſee why I may not uſe the privi- 


lege of my diſtemper, ſo far as to declare my- 


ſelf one of your molt paſſionate admirers,” 
« If you do, (replied her ladyſhip) 1 thall not 
be fool enough to believe a madman, unleſs 1 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 153 
were aſſured that your diſorder proceeded 
from your love: and that this was the caſe, I 
ſuppoſe you would find it difficult to prove.”? 


% Nay, Madam, (cried the youth) J have in 5 
this drawer what will convince you of my ha- 


ving been mad on that ſtrain; and ſince you 
doubt my pretenſions, you muſt give me leave 
to produce my teſtimonials.“ So ſaying he o- 


pened a ſcrutore, and taking out a paper, 
preſented her with the following ſong, which 


he had written in her praiſe, immediately af. 
ter he was made acquainted with the Particus 


lars of her ſtory. 


- While with fond rapture md amaze, 
On thy tranſcendant charms I gaze, 


My cautious ſoul eſſays in vain 
Her peace and freedom to maintain: 


Let let that blooming form divine, 


Where e, and harmony combine "IT 

Thoſe eyes, like genial orbs, that move, 

Diſpenſing gladneſs, joy and love, 
In all their pomp aſſail my view, 
Intent my boſom to ſubdue; _ 

My breaſt, by wary maxims ſtoeebd, 


5 Not all thoſe char ms ſhall force to yield. 


Mb 
But, when invok'd to beauty's aid, 
4 ſee th' enlighten'd foul ditplay'd ; 
That ſoul ſo ſenſibly ſedate 


Amid the ſtorms of froward fate ! | 


Vor. IV. 5 U 
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Thy genius active ſtrong and clear, 
Thy wit ſublime, tho? not ſevere, 
The ſocial ardour void of art, 
That glows within thy candid heart; 
My ſpirits, ſenſe, and ſtrength decay, 
My reſolution dies away, 

And ev'ry faculty oppreſt, 
guy love invades my breaſt 


Her ladyſhip having peruſed 55 ei 
tion, © Were I inclined to be ſuſpicious, (faid 


he) I ſhould believe that I had no ſhare in 


producing this compoſition, which : ſeems to 
have been inſpired by a much more amiable _ 


object. However, I will take your word for 


your intention, and thank you for the unmerit. 


ed compliment, though I have met with it in 


ſuch an accidental manner, Nevertheleſs, I 

muſt be fo free as to tell you, it is now high ; 
time for you to contract that unbounded ſpirit 
of gallantry, which you have indulged fo long, 


Into a ſincere attachment for the fair Emilia, 


who, by all accounts, deſerves the whole of 


your attention and regard. ? His nerves thril. 


led at mention of that name, which he never 


| heard prondunced without agitation. Rather 


than undergo the conſequence of a converſa- 
tion upon this ſubject, he choſe to drop the 
theme of love altogether, and induſtriouſſy in- 


troduced ſome other topie of diſcourſe, : 
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CHAP. Xevi. 


He writes againſt the miniſter, by whoſe inſliga- 


tion he is arreſted, and moves himfclf. Y Ha- 
beas Corpus into the Fleet. 


M* lady having prolonged her ſlay beyond 


the period of a common viſit, and re- 


- peated her pr oteſtations 1 in the moſt 25 ank and 


obliging manner, took her leave of our ad- 
venturer, who promiſed to pay his reſpects to 


her in a bw days, at ber own houſe. Mean 
while, he reſumed his taſk; and having finiſh- 
ed a moſt ſevere remonſtrance againſt Sir Stea- 
dy, not only with regard to his private ingra- 
titude, but alſo to his male adminiſtration of 
public affairs, he ſent it to the author of a 
weekly paper, who had been long a profeſſed 
reformer in politics; and it appeared in a 
very few days, with a note of the publiſher, 
| deſiring the favour of fur ther correipondenee 
with the author. 


The animadverſions 3 in this ſmall 


eſſay were ſo ſpirited and judicions, and a great 


many new lights thrown upon the ſubject with 
ſuch perſpicuity, as attracted the notice of 


the public in an extraordinary manner, and 
helped to raiſe the character of the paper in 


which it was inſerted. The miniſter was not 


the laſt who examined the performance, which, 


in ſpite of all his boaſted temper, provoked 5 


him to ſuch A degree that he ſet his emiſſaries 
* ck, and by dint of corruption procured 


U2z 
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a fight of the manuſcript in Pereprine' s own 


hand- -writing 3 which he immediately recog. 
niſed : but for farther confirmation of his opi. 


nion, he compared it with the two letrers 
Which he had received from our adventurer, 
Had he known the young gentleman's talents 

for declamation were ſo acute, perhaps he 
would never have given him cauſe to com- 


plain, but employed him in the vindication of 


his own meaſures: nay, he might ſtill have 
treated him like ſome other authors whom he 


had brought over from the oppoſition, had 


not the keenneſs of this firſt aſſault incenſed 


him to a deſire of revenge. He, therefore, 


no ſooner made this diſcovery, than he con- 
veyed his directions to his dependent, the re- 
ceiver general, who was poſſeſſed of Pickle”: 


notes. Next day, while our author ſtood 


within a circle of his acquaintance, at a certain 
coffee-houſe, holding forth with great elo. 
quence upon the diſeaſes of the ſtate, he was 


accoſted by a bailiff, who entering the room 


with five or {ix followers. told him aloud, rhat 
he had a writ againſt WEE for twelve handred 


pounds, at the ſuit of Mr Ravage Gleanum. 


The whole company were aſtoniſhed at this 


addreſs, which did not fail to diſcompoſe the 
defendant himſelf, who (as it were inſtinctive- 
ly) in the midſt of his confuſion, ſaluted the 


officer acroſs the head with his cane? in con- 
ſequence of which application he was ſur- 


rounded and difarmed in an inſtant by the 
gang, who carried him off to the next tavern 
in the moſt opprobrious manner. Nor did 


* 
1 
5 
(9. 
9 2 
Is 
8 
& 
*5 
i, 
WT. 
2 8 
N. * 
. 
= 
72 
8 4 
* 
. — fs 
A 
1 
i 
-* 
0 
38 
NF Y 
OM 
Z 
- 
WH 
- 
Wl 
WT 
* 
5 
ns 
=D 
* 80 
2 
i * 
Ke 
3 ; £4 
d 
Pa 
"hh 
* 
r 
* 
* 
* 
"8 
285 
AS 
13 
8 
TIE 
* 5 
IH 
* 
3 
IS 
1 
ye 
pr 
Ws. 
v "30 
12 
VIS 
ds 
EE 
5p £ 2 
„ , 
3 
. Þ 
1 
8 
5 
* 
mes 
p 3+, 4 
. 
2 
"BIS 
Gf 
£ r SA 
Ei 
3 
N LU 
. 
2 
5 = 1 7 : 
Sv» 
Be 2 
ASA 
A 
2 N OY a 
> 
8 
BY. wy 4 
IX 
A 
REG 
55 
5 
A 
et > 
8 
VE 
v2 = 
r bn” 
1 
> 
3 
1 
RE 
ATMEL 
8 
3 
LR 
Bt: 
* 1 . 
. 
Rn 
Fa IA 
8 74 
bo * 
RAM 
4 SY 
BY 
ty 
"LEW 
> 
75 
* 
r 
bs 
re 
bd en 
- 
Rp 
x 5 
Iþ 
. 
79 
"I 
4 * 
2 
$627 
3 
Ne 
297 
3 
VERS 
[ 2 
3 
Lite! 
Sl 
| 
= 
7 7 
"1 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 157 


one of the ſpectators interpoſe in his behalf, 
or viſit him in his confinement with the leaſt 


tender of advice or aſſiſtance; ſuch is the zeal 


of a coffee-houſe friendſhip. 


This ſtroke was the more ſevere upon our 


hero; as it was altogether unexpected: for 


he had utterly forgot the debt for which he 


was arreſted. His preſent indignation was, 
however, chiefly kindled againſt the bailiff 
cho had done his office in ſuch a diſreſpectful 


manner: and the firſt uſe he made of his re- 


collection in the houſe to which they conduct 
ed him, was to chaſtiſe him for the inſolence 


and indecency of his behaviour. This taſk he 


performed with his bare fiſts, every other 


weapon being previoully conveyed out of his 


reach; and the delinquent underwent his dif. 
cipline with ſurpriſing patience and reſigna- 


tion, aſking pardon with great humility, and 
proteſting before God, that he had never wil- 


lingly and wittingly aſed any gentleman with 
1]-manners, but had been commanded to ar- 
reſt our adventurer according to the expreſs 
direction of the creditor, „on pain of forteiting 
his place. 


By this declaration Peregrine was appeaſed, 


und out of a delirium of paſſion, waked to all 
the horrors of reflection. All the glory of his 


youth was now eclipſed, all the bloſſoms of 
his hope were blaſted, and he ſaw himſelf 


doomed to the miſeries of a jail, without the 
leaſt proſpect of enlargement, except in the 
Hue of his law-ſuit, of which he had, for ſome 
time pat, grown leſs and leſs confident every 


ws) Tue ApvenTuars or 
day. What would become of the unfortunate, 


if the conſtitution of the mind did not permit 


them to bring one paſſion into the field againſt 
another? paſſions that operate in the human 
Preaſt, like poiſons of a different nature extin- 


guilbing each other's effect. Our hero's grief 


reigned in full deſpotiſm, until it was depoſed 
by revenge ; during the predominacy of which, 
he conſidered every thing which had happen. 
ed as a circumſtance conducive to its gratifica- 


tion: If 1 muſt be priſoner for life, (ſaid 


he to himſelf) if J muſt relinquiſh all my gay 


expectations, let me at leaſt have the ſatisfac- 
tion of clanking my chains ſo as to interrupt 


the repoſe of my adverſary; and let me ſearch 


into my own breaſt for that peace and con- 
tentment, which I have not been able to find 
in all the. ſcenes of my ſucceſs. In being gde. 
amibed from the world, I thall be delivered 
from folly and ingratitude, as well as exempt- 
ed from an expence, which I ſhould have 


Found it very difiicult, if not impracticable, to 


fupport; 1 ſhall have little or no temptation 


10 miſpend my time, and more undiſturbed 


opportunity to earn my ſubſiſtence, and pro- 


ſecute my revenge. After all, a jail is the 


beſt tub 10 Which a cyr nic philoſopher can re-. | 


tire.“ 


In conſequence of theſe „„ e . 


tions, he ſent a letter io Mr Crabtree, with 


an account of his misfortune, ſignifying his 


reſolution to move himſelf immediately into 
the Fleet, and deſiring that he would ſend him 


ſome under en attorney of his acquaint- 5 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 150 
ance, who would direct him into the ſteps ne- 
ceſſary to be taken for that purpoſe. The 
Miſanthrope, upon the receipt of this intina.. 

tion, went in perſon to a lawyer whom he ac- 
companied to the ſpunging-houſe, whither 
the priſoner had by this time retired, Pere- 
grine was, under the auſpices of this director, 
conducted to the judge's chamber, where he 
was left in the cuſtody of a tipſtaff; and after 
having paid for a warrant of Habeas Corpus, 
by him conveyed to the Fleet, and delivered 
to the care of the Warden. 
| Here he was introduced to the lodge, in 
which he was obliged to expoſe himſelf a full 
| half hour to the eyes of all the turnkeys and 
door-keepers, who took an accurate ſurvey of 
his perſon, that they might know him again 
at firſt ſight: and then he was turned looſe 
into the place called the Maſter's fide, having 
given a valuable conſideration for that privi- 
lege, This is a large range of building, con- 
taining ſome hundreds of lodging rooms for 
the convenience of the priſoners, who pay ſo 
much per week for that accommodation, In 
mort, this community is like a city detached 
from all communication with the neighbouring 
parts, regulated by its own laws, and furnifh- 
ed with peculiar conveniences for the uſe of 
the inhabitants. There is a coffee-houſe for 
the reſort of gentlemen, in which all ſorts of 
liquors are kept, and a public kitchen where 
any quantity of meat is fold at a very reaſon. 
able rate, or any kind of proviſton boiled and 
roaſted gratis, for the poor priſoners ; nay, 
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there are certain ſervants of the public, who . 
are obliged to go to market at the pleaſure f 
individuals without fee or reward from thoſe 
who employ them: nor are they cooped up 
ſo as to be excluded from the benefit of fret 
air, there being an open area of a conſt. 
derable extent, adjacent to the building, on 
which they may exerciſe themſelves in walking, 
ſkittles, bowls, and variety of other vortons, 
according to the inclination of each. 
Our adventurer being admitted a nen 
of this community, found himſelf bewildered 
Ja the midſt of ſtrangers, who, by their ap. 
pearance, did not at all prepoſſeſs him in their 
favour; and after having ſtrolled about the 
place with his friend Cadwallader, repaired to 
the coffee-houſe in order to be fur cher inform. 
ed of the peculiar cuſtoms Which! it was necel- 1 
fary for him to know. _ 
There, while he endeavcured to pick up 
intelligence from the bar. keeper, he was ac- 
coſted by a perſon in canonicles, who very ci- 
villy aſked, if he was a new comer. Being an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, he gave him the 
ſalutation of welcome to the ſociety, and with 
great hoſpitality undertook to initiate him in 
the conſtitutions of the brotherhood, This 
humane clergyman gave him to underſtand 
that his firſt care ought to be that of ſecuring 
a lodging ; telling him, there was a certain E: 
number of apartments in the priſon let at the We 
fame price, though fome were more commo- 
ious than others; and that when the better 
Jort became vacant by the removal of their 
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poſſeſſors, thoſe who ſucceeded in point of ſe- 


empty tenements preferable to the reft of the 
inhabitants, howſoever reſpeRable they might 
otherwiſe be: that when the jail was very 
much crowded, there was but one chamber 


allotted for twolodgers; but this was not con- 
fidered as any great hardſhip on the priſoners, 
becauſe, in that caſe, there was always a ſuf⸗ 
ficient number of males who willingly admitted 
the females to a ſhare of their apartments and 
beds: not but the time had been when this 
= expedient would not anfwer the occaſion, be- 
cauſe after a couple had been quarterd in e- 
very room, there was a conſiderable reſidue 
ſtill unprovided with lodging; ſo that for the 


tine being, the laſt comers were obliged to 


take up their habitation in Mount Scoundrel, 


an apartment moſt miſerably furniſhed, in 
which they lay promiſcuoufly amidſt filth and 
vermin, until they could be better accommo- 
dated in due courle of rotation. 


Peregrine hearing the defcription of this 


place, began to be very impatient about his 
night's lodging; and the parfon perceiving his 


_ anxiety, conducted him, without lofs of time, 
to the warden, who forthwith pat him in 
poſſefſion of a paultry chamber, for which 
= he agreed to pay half a crown a week. 
= This point being ſettled, his director gave 
him an account of the different methods of 
_ eating, either fingly, in a meſs, or at an or- 
_ dinary, and adviſed him to chuſe the laft as 


the moſt reputable, offering to introduce him 
Vor, IV. VVV 
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next day to the beſt company in the Fleet, 
who always dined together in public. 


| Pickle having thanked this gentleman for 


his civilities, and promiſed to be governed by 


his advice, invited him to paſs the evening at 
his apartment; and in the mean time ſhut hin. 
ſelf up with Crabtree, in order to deliberate 


upon the wreck of his affairs. Of all his am- 


ple fortune, nothing now remained but his 


wardrobe, which was not very ſumptuous, 


about thirty guineas in caſh, and the garriſon, 


which the Miſanthrope counſelled him to con- 
vert into ready money for his preſent ſubſiſt. 
ence. This advice, however, he abſolutely 


rejected, not only on account of his having al. 
ready beſtowed it upon Hatchway, duripg the 
term of his natural life, but alſo with a view 
of retaining ſome memorial of the commo- | 
dore's generoſity. He propoſed, therefore, 
to finiſh in this retreat the tranſlation which 
he had undertaken, and earn his future ſub- 


ſiſtence by labour of the ſame kind. He 


deſired Cadwallader to take charge of his 


moveables, and fend to him ſuch linen and 
cloaths as kg ſhould have occalion for in his 


_ confinement. But among all his difficulties 
nothing embaraſſed him ſo much as his faith- 
ful Pipes, whom he could no longer entertain 
in his ſervice, He knew Tom had made ſhift _ 
to pick up a competency in the courſe of bis 
miniſtration ; but that reflection, though it in 
ſome meaſure alleviated, could not wholly 
prevent the mortification he ſhould ſuffer N 
parting with an affectionate adherent, who 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 163 
was by this time become as neceſſary to him 
as one of his own members, and who was ſo _ 


accuſtomed to live under his command and 


protection, that he did not believe the fellow 


could reconcile himſelf to any ocher way of 
i. 


Crabtree, in rer to make him eaſy « on 


that ſcore, offered to adopt him in the room. 
of his own valet, whom he would diſmiſs; 
though he obſerved that Pipes had been quite 
ſpoiled in our hero's ſervice. Bur Peregrine 
did not chuſe to lay his friend under that in- 
convenience, knowing that his /preſent lac- 


quey under ſtood and complied with all the pe- 


culiarities of his humour, which Pipes would 


never be able to ſtudy or regard, he there— 
fore, determined to ſend him back to his ſhip- 
mate Hatchway, with whom he had ſpent the 


fore. part of his life. 


Thefe points being adjuſted, the two friends 


adjourned to the coftee-houſe, with a view of 
inquiring into the character of the clergyman, 
to whole beneticence our adventurer. was fo 
much indebred. They learned he was a par- 
fon who had incurred the diſpleaſure of the 


biſhop in whoſe dioceſe he was ſettled, and 
being unequal in power to his antagoniſt, 


had been driven to the Fleet, in conſequence 


of his obſtinate oppoſition ; though be ſtill 


found means to enjoy a pretty conlider able in- 


come, by certain irregular practices in the 


way of his function, which income was chiefly 
conſumed in acts of humanity to his fellow 
creatures in diſtrels. 


X 2 
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His evlogium was ſcarce finifhed when he 
entered the room according to appointment 
with Peregrine, who ordering wine and ſome. 
thipg for ſupper to be carried to his apart. | 
ment, the triumvirate went thither ; and Cad- 
wallader taking his leave for the night, the 
two fellow. priſoners paſſed the evening very 
ſiociably, our hero being entertained by his 
new companion with the private hiſtory of 
the place, ſome particulars of which were 
_ extemely curious. He told him, that the per- 
ſon who attended them at ſupper, bowing 
with the moſt abject ſervility, and worſbip- 
ping them every time he opened his mouth, 
with the epithets of 5% Lordſhip and your 
Honour, had, a few years before, been actu- 
ally a captain in the guards; who, after ha- 
ving run his career in the great world, had 
threaded every ſtation in their community, 
from that of a buck of the firſt order, who 
ſwaggers about the Fleet in a laced coat, 
with a footman and whore, to the degree of 
a tapſter, in which he was now happily fet- 
tled. If you will take the trouble of go- 
ing into the cook's kitchen (ſaid he) you will 
| perceive a beau metamorpholed into a turn- 
ſpit: and there are ſome hewers of wood and 
drawers of water in this microcoſm, who have 
had foreſts and fiſh-ponds of their own: yet 
notwithſtanding ſuch a miſerable reverſe of 
fortune, they are neither objects of regard or 
compaſſion, becauſe their misfortunes are the 
fruits of the moſt vicious extravagance, and 
we are eee inlenbible of the miſe! y 
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which is their lot. Thoſe of our fellow-ſuf- 


ferers, who have been reduced by undeſer- 


ved loſſes, or the precipitation of unexperi- 
enced youth, never fail to meet with the moſt 


E brotherly aſſiſtance, provided they behave with 
decorum, and a due ſenſe of their unhappy 
E circumſtances. Nor are we deſtitute of power 
| tochaſltiſe the licentious, who refuſe to com- 
| ply with the regulations of the place, and di- 


*  ſturb the peace of the community with riot 
Juſtice is here impartially ad- 


and diſorder. 
miniſtered by a court of equity, conſiſting of 
a ſelect number of the moſt reſpectable inha- 


3 who puniſh all offenders with equal 
judgment and refolutaion, after they have 
been fairly convicted of the crimes laid to their 

4 charge. e | 


The clergyman having hun ok the 


x  eeconomy of the place, as well as the cauſe 


of his own confinement, began to diſcover 
ligns of curiolity, touching our hero's ſitua- 
tion; and Pickle, thinking he could do no leſs 
for the latisfaction of a man, who had treated 


bim in fuch an hoſpitable manner, favoured 


him with a detail of the circumſtances which 


produced his impriſonment : at the ſame time 
gratifying his reſentment againſt the mini- 
iter, which delighted in recapitulating the 
injuries he had received. The parſon, who 
had been prepoſſeſſed in favour of our youth 


at firſt light, underſtanding what a conſi— 
derable part he had acted on the ſtage of 


lite, felt his veneration increaſe; and, plea- 
fed with the op por Funky of introducing a 
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ſtranger of his conſequence to the club, left 
him to his repoſe, or rather to ruminate on 
an event which he had not as yet {ſeriouſly con- 


ſidered. 


I might here, in imitation of ſome elebra. by 
ted writers, furniſh out a page or two with 
the reflections he made upon the inſtability of 
human affairs, the treachery of the world, 
and the temerity of youth; and endeavour 10 
decoy the reader into a ſmile, by ſome quaint 
obſervations of my own, touching the ſagaci- 
ous moralizer : but, beſides that J look upon 
this practice as an impertinent anticipation of 
the peruſer's thoughts, I have too much mat. 
ter of importance upon my hands, to give the 


reader the leaſt reaſon to belive that 1 am 


driven to ſuch paultry ſhifts, in order to eke 
out the volume. Suffice it then, to ſay, our 
adventurer paſſed a very uneaſy night, not 
only from the thorny ſuggeſtions of his mind, 
but likewiſe from the anguiſh of his body, 
which ſuffered from the hardneſs of his couch, 
as well as from the natural inhabitants there- 
of, that did not tamely ſuffer his intruſion. 
In the morning he was waked by Pipes, 
who brought upon his ſhoulder a portmanteau 
filled with neceflaries, according to the direc- 
tion of Cadwallader ; land toſſing it down upon 
the floor, regaled himſelf with a quid, with- 
out the leaſt manifeſtation of concern. After 
ſome pauſe, “ You fee, Pipes (ſaid his maſter) 
to what I have brought myſelf,” © Ey, ey, 
(anſwered the valet) once the veſſel is athore, 


What ſignifies __ We muſt bear a hand T 
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to tow her off, if we can: if ſhe won't budge 
for all the anchors and capſtans aboard, after 

we have lightened her, by cutting away her 
maſts, and heaving our guns and cargo over- 

board, why then, mayhap, a briſk gale of 
wind, a tide, or current ſetting from ſhore, 

may float her again in the blaſt of a whiſtle. 
Here is two hundred and ten guineas by the 
tale, in this here canvas bag : and upon this 
| ſcrap of paper no, avaſt—that's my diſcharge 
from the parſh for Moll Trundle ey, here 
it is—an order for thirty pounds upon the 
what. d'ye-call- em in the city; and two tic- 
kets for twenty-five and eighteen, which I 
lent, d'ye ſee, to Sam Studding to buy a car- 
£0 of rum, when he hoiſted the ſign of the 
commodore at St Cathrines.” So laying, he 
| fpread his whole ſtock upon the table, for the 
acceptance of Peregrine ; who, being very 
much affected with this freſh inſtance of his at- 
tachment, expreſſed his ſatisfaction at ſeeing 
he had been ſuch a good oeconomilt, and paid 
his wages up to that very day. He thanked 
him for his faithful ſervices, and, obſerving 
that he himſelf was no longer in a condition 
to maintain a domeſtic, adviſed him to retire 
to the parriſon, wherè he would be kindly re- 
_ ceived by his friend Hatchway, to whom he 
would recommend him in the ſtrongeſt terms. 

Pipes looked blank at this unexpected inti- 
mation, to which he replied, that he wanted 
neither pay nor proviſion, but only to be em- 
ployed as a tender; and that he would not 
Heer his courle for the garriſon, unleſs his 1 ma- 
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ſter would firſt take his lumber aboard. Pickle, 
however, peremptorily refuſed to touch a far. 
thing of the money, which he commanded him 
to put up; and Pipes was ſo mortified at his 
refuſal, that twiſting the notes together, he 
threw them into the fire without heſitation, 
crying, Damn the money!“ the canvas-bay, 

with its contents, would have ſhared the ſame 
fate, had not Peregrine ſtarted up, and ſnatch. 


ing the paper from the flames, ordered his va- 


let to forbear, on pain of being bamthed for 
ever from his fight. He told him, that, for 
the preſent, there was a necefiity for his be. 


ing diſmiſſed, and he diſcharged him accord- 

ingly ; but if he would go and live quietly 
with the lieutenant, he promiſed, on the firſt 
favourable turn of His fortune, to take him 


again into his ſervice. In the mean time he 
gave him to underſtand, that he neither want- 


ed, nor would make any uſe of his money, 
which he inſiſted upon his pocketing immedi- 


ately on pain of anne. > all title to his fa- 
vour. | 


tion, which his countenance had never exhi- 
bited before. Nor was the proud heart of 
Pickle unmoved upon this occaſion ; he could 


ſcarce ſuppreſs his forrow in the preſence of 


Pipes, and as ſoon as he was | gone, it vented 
arſelf 1 in tears. 


Having no great pleaſure i in a converſing with 


Pipes was very much chagrined at theſe i in. 
junctions, to which he made no reply; but 
ſweeping the money into his bag, ſtalked oft 
in ſilence, with a look of grief and mortifica- 
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his own thoughts, he dreſſed himſelf with all 
convenient diſpatch, being attended by one of 


the occaſional valets of the place, who had 
formerly been a rich mercer in the city ; and 


this operation being performed, he went to 


breakfaſt at the coffee-houſe, where he hap- 
pened to meet with his friend the clergyman, 


and ſeveral perſons of genteel appearance, to 
whom the doctor introduced him as a new 


meſs-mate. By theſe gentlemen he was con- 
ducted to a place, where they ſpent the fore. 


noon in playing at fives, an exerciſe in which 
our hero took ſingular delight ; : and about one 


o'clock a court was held, for the trial of two _ 
delinquents, who had tranſgr eſſed the laws of 


Honeſty and good order. 


The firſt who appeared at the bar was an 
attor ney accuſed of having picked a gentle- 


man's pocket of his handkerchief; and the 


fact being proved by inconteſtible evidence, 


he received ſentence : in conſequence of which 
he was immediately carried to the public pump, 


and ſubjeRed to a ſevere caſcade of cold wa- 


ter. This cauſe being diſcuſſed they proceed- 


ed to the trial of the other offender, who was 


a lieutenant of a man of war, indicted for a 
riot, which he had committed in company 


with a female not yet taken, againſt the laws 


of the place, and the peace of his fellow. pri- 
Toners. The culprit had been very obſtrepe- 


rous, and abſolutely refuſed to obey the ſum- 


mons, with many expreſſions of contempt and 


888 againſt the authority of the court; 


Sy 3 which the conſtables were ordered to 


Vor. , 
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bring him to the bar, vi & armis; and he 
Was accordingly brought before the judge, 
after having made a moſt deſperate reſiſtance 


- with a hanger, by which one of the officers 


was dangerouſly wounded. This outrage 


was ſuch an aggravation of his crime, that 


the court would not venture to decide upon 
it, but remitted him to the ſentence of the 


warden; who, by virtue of his dictatorial 


power, ordered the rioter to be loaded with 
Irons, and confined in the ſtrong room, which 


is a diſmal dungeon, ſituated upon the fide of 
the ditch, infeſted with toads and vermin, ſur. 


charged with noiſome damps, and impervious 
to the leaſt ray of light. 


Juſtice being done upon theſe criminals, 
Hur adventurer and his company adjourned to 
the ordinary, which was kept at the coffee 


houſe; and he found, upon inquiry, that his 


meſs- mates conſiſted of one officer, two under- 


writers, three projectors, an alchymiſt, an at- 


torney, a parſon, a brace of poets, a baronet. 


and a knight of the bath. The dinner, though 
not ſumptuous, nor very elegantly ſerved up, 
was nevertheleſs ſubſtantial, and pretty well 
drefſed : the wine was tolerable, and all the 
gueſts as chearful as if they had been utter 


ſtrangers to cajamity ; fo that our adventurer 


began to reliſh the company, and mix in the 


converſation, with the ſprightlineſs and eaſe 


which were peculiar to his diſpoſition, The 
repaſt being ended, the reckoning paid, and 
part of the g gentlemen withdrawn to cards, Or 


other avocations, thoſe who remained, 2. 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, 171 


mong whom Peregrine made one, agreed to 


ſpend the afternoon in converſation over a 


bowl of punch; and the liquor being produ- 


ced, they paſſed the time very ſocially in vari- 


ous topics of difcourſe, including many curious 
anecdotes relating to their own affairs. No 


man ſcrupled to own the. nature of the debt 


for which he was confined, unleſs it happened 
to be ſome piddling affair; but, on the contra- 
ry, boaſted of the importance of the ſum, as 
a circumſtance that implied his having been a 


perſon of conſequence in life; and he who 
had made the moſt remarkable eſcapes from 


bailiffs, was looked upon as a man of ſuperior 
genius and addrefs, 


Among other deli ren e 53 


this kind, none was more romantic than the 
laſt elopement atchieved by the officer; who 
told them he had been arreſted for a debt of 
two hundred pounds, at a time when he could 
not command as many pence, and conveyed to 


the bailiff's houſe, in which he continued a 


whole fortnight, moving his lodging higher 
and higher from time to time, in proportion 
to the decay of his credit; until, from the 
parlour, he had made a regular aſcent to the 
garret, There while he ruminated on hie 


next ſtep, which would have been to the 


| Marſhalſea, and {aw the night come on, at- 
tended with hunger and cold, . the wind began 
to blow, and the tiles of the hauls rattled with 
the e his imagination was immediately 
ſtruck with the idea of eſcaping unperceived, 
amidſt tae darkneſs and noiſe of the tempeſt, 


12 
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by creeping out at the window of his apart. 
ment, and making his way over the taps of 
the adjoining houſes. Glowing with this pro- 
ſpect, he examined the paſſage, which to his 
infinite mortification he found grated with 
iron. bars on the outſide ; but even this diffi. 

culty did not divert him from his purpoſe, 
Conſcious of his own ſtrength, he believed 
_ himſelf able to make an hole through the roof, 
Which ſeemed to be flender and crazy; and on 
this ſuppoſition, he barricadoed the door with 
the whole furniture of the room; then, ſet. 
ting himſelf to work with a poker, he in a few | 
minutes effected a paſſage for his hand, with | 
which he gradually ſtript off the boards and 
tiling, ſo as to open a ſally- port for his whole 
body, through which he fairly ſet himſelf free, 
groping his way towards the next tenement. 
Here, however, he met with an unlucky ac- 


cident; his hat being blown off his head, 


chanced to fall into the court juſt as one of the 
bailiff's followers was knocking at the door; 
and this myrmidon recognizihg it, immediately 
gave the alarm to his chief, who, running up 
ſtairs to the garret, forced open the door in a 
twinkling notwithſtanding the precautions 
which the priſoner had taken, and with his 
attendant, purſued the fugitive through his 
own track. “ After this chace had continu- 
ed {ome time (ſaid the officer) to the iminent 
danger of all three, I found my progreſs ſud- 
denly {topped by a ſky-light, through which! 
perceived ſeven taylors, ſitting at work upon 
a board. Without the leaſt heſitation or pre- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 173 
vious notice, I plunged among them, with my 
backſide foremoſt. Before they could recol- 


let themſelves from the conſternation occa- 


fioned by ſuch a ſtrange viſit, told them my ſi- 
tuation, and gave them to underſtand that 
their was no time to be loſt, One of the num 
ber, taking the hint, led me inſtantly down 


ſtairs, and diſmiſſed me at the ſtreet- door while 


the bailiff and his follower, arriving at the 
breach, were deterred, from entering by the 


8 brethren of my deliverer, who preſenting their 
hears, like a range of chevaux de friſe, com- 
manded them to retire, on pain of immediate 


death: and the catchpole, rather than riſk 


his carcaſe, conſented to diſcharge the debt, 
comforting himſelf with the hope of making 
me priſoner again. There, however he was 
diſappointed: 1 kept ſnug, and laughed at his 
 efcape-warrent, until J was ordered abroad 


with the regiment, when I conveyed myſelf in 


a hearſe to Graveſend, where I embarked for 


Flanders : bat, being obliged to come over 
again on the recruiting ſervice, I was nabbed 


on another ſcore : and all the ſatisfaction my 
firſt captor has been able to obtain, is a writ 
of detainer ; which I believe will fix me in 
this place, until the parliament, in its great 
_ gvodnels, ſhall think proper to diſchar ge my 


debts, by a new act of inſolvency.” 
Every body owned, that the captain's ſuc- 


ceſs was equal to the hardineſs of his enter- 


priſe, which was altogether in the ſtyle of a 


: foldier : but one of the merchants obſerved, 


Vat he mult have been a balliff of ſmall a 


174 Thr ApvenTUREs of 
perience, who would truft a priſoner of that 
conſequence in ſuch an unguarded place. If 
the captain (ſaid he) had fallen into the hands 

of ſuch a cunning raſcal as the fellow that arreſt- 
ed me, he would not have found it ſuch an eaſy 

matter to eſcape; for the manner in which! 
was caught, is perhaps the moſt extroardinary 
that ever was practiſed in theſe realms. You 
muſt know, gentlemen, I ſuffered ſuch loſles 
by affuring veſſels during the war, that I 
was obliged to ſtop payment, though my ex- 
pectations were ſuch as encouraged me to ma- 
nage one branch of buſineſs, without coming 
to any immediate compoſition with my credi- 
tors. In ſhort, I received conſignments from 
abroad as uſual ; and that I might not be ſub. 
ject to the viſits of thoſe catchpoles, I never_ 
| ſtirred abroad, but turning my firſt floor into 
a warehouſe, ordered all my goods to be 

hoiſted up by a crane fixed to the upper ſtory 
of my houſe. Divers were the ſtratagems 
practiſed by thoſe ingenious ferrets with a 
view of decoying me from the walls of my for- 
tification. I received innumerable meflages 

from people, who wanted to fee me at certain 

_ taverns upon particular buſineſs: I was ſum- 

moned into the country, to {ee my own mo- 

ther, who was ſaid to be at the point of death, 
A gentlewoman, one night, was taken in la- 
bour on my threſhold : at another time, I 
was diſturbed with the cry of murder in the 
ſtreet; and once I was alarmed by a falſe fire. 
But, being ſtill upon my gaurd, I baffled all 
their attempts, and thought myſelf quite ſe- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 175 
cure from their invention: when one of thoſe 
blood-hounds, inſpired, I believe, by the devil 
himſelf, contrived a ſnare by which I was at 
Jaſt entrapped. He made it his buſineſs to 
inquire into the particulars of my traffick; and 
underſtanding that, among other things, there 
were ſeveral thefts of Florence entered at the 


cuſtom- houſe on my behalf, he ordered him 


ſelf to be incloſed in a box of the ſame dimen- 
ſions, with air holes in the bottom, for the 
benefit of breathing, and Ne III. marked up- 
on the cover; and being conveyed to my 
door in a cart, among other goods, was, in 
his turn, hoiſted up to my ware-houſe, where 
1 ſtood with a hammer, in order to open the 
cheſts, that I might compare the contents 
with the invoice. You may gueſs my ſur- 
priſe and conſternation, when, upon unco- 
vering the box, I ſaw a bailiff rearing up his 
head, like Lazarus from the grave, and heard 


him 1 that he had a writ againſt me for 


a thouſand pounds. Indeed, I aimed the 
hammer at his head ; but in the hurry of my 


confuſion miſſed my mark: before 1 could 


repeat the blow, he ſtarted up with great a- 
gility, and executed his office in the ſight of 
ſeveral evidences, whom he had aſſembled in 


the ſtreet for that purpoſe ; fo that I could not 
poſſibly diſentangle myſelf from the toil, with- 
out incurring an eſcape-warrant, from which 
had no protection. But, had I known the 


contents of the cheſt, by all that's good ! I 


would have ordered my por ter to raile it I 


. 
76 Tus ApvenTURES or 
as high as the crane would permit, and then 


have cut the rope by accident.“ 
“ That expedient (ſaid the knight with the 


red ribbon) would have diſcouraged him from 
ſuch hazardous attempts for the future, and 
would have been an example in terrorem of 
all his brethren. The ſtory puts me in mind 


of a deliverance atchieved by Tom Hackabout, 


a very ſtout honeſt fellew, an old acquaint. 
ance of mine, who had been ſo famous for 
maiming bailiffs, that another gentleman 5 


ving been ill uſed at a ſpunging-houſe, 


ſooner obtained his liberty than, with a rg 
of being revenged upon the landlord, he, for 


five ſhillings, beught one of Tom s notes, 
which fold at a very large diſcount, and taking 


out a writ upon it, put it into che hands of 


the bailiff who had 1058 him ill. The catch- 


pole, after a diligent ſearch, had an oppor- 


tunity of executing the writ upon the defen- 


dant, who, without ceremony, broke one of 


his arms, fractured his ſkull, and belaboured 


him in fuch a manner, that he lay without 


ſenſe or motion on the ſpot. By ſuch exploits, 
this hero became fo formidable, that no ſingle 


bailiff would undertake to arreſt him; ſo that 


he appeared in all public places untouched. 


At length, however, ſeveral officers of the 

Marſhalſea- court entered into a confederacy 
againſt him; and two of the number, attended 
by three deſperate followers, ventured to ar- 
reſt him one day in the Strand, near Hunger- 
ford-market: he found it impoſſible to make 
nee, becauſe the whole gang. {prong 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 177 
upon him at once, like ſo many tygers, and 
pinioned his arms ſo faſt that he could not 
wag a finger. Perceiving himſelf fairly over- 
powered, he deſired to be conducted forth- 
with to jail, and was ſtowed in a boat accord- 
ingly: by that time they had reached the 
middle of the river, he found means to over- 
ſet the wherry by accident, and every man 
difregarding the prifoner, conſulted his own 
ſafety. As for Hackabont, to whom that ele. 
ment was quite familiar, he mounted aftride 
upon the keel of the boar, which was upper» 
moſt, and exhorted the bailiffs to ſwim for 
heir lives: proteſting, before God, that they 
had no other chance to be faved, 
The watermen were immediately caken up 
by ſore of their own friends, who, far from 
yielding any aſſiſtance to the catch-poles, kept 
aloof, and exulted in their calamity. In thort, 
two of the five went to the bottom, and ne- 
ver ſaw the light of God's ſun, and the other 
three with great difficulty ſaved themſelves by 
Hhaying hold on the rudder of a dung-barge, 
to which they were carried by the ſtream, 
while Tom with great deliberation ſwam a- 
_ erols to the Surry thore. After this atchieve- 
ment he was fo much dreaded by the frater- 
nity that they ſhivered at the very mention of 
| his name; and this character, which ſome 


: 5 people would think an advantage to a man in 
| debt, was the greateſt misfortune that could 


poſſibly happen to him; becauſe no tradeſ. 
man would give him credit for the n trifle, | 
54 Vor . IV. = <A -; 
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on the ſuppoſition that he could not indemni. 
fy himſelf in the common courſe of law.” 
The parſon did not approve of Mr Hack- 
about's method of eſcaping, which he conli- 
dered as a very unchriſtian attempt upon the 
lives of his fellow-ſubjects : “It is enough 
| (faid he) that we elude the laws of our coun. 
try, without murdering the officers of juſtice : _ 
for my own part I can lay my hand upon my 
heart, and ſafely ſay, that I forgive from my 
| foul the fellow by whom I was made a priſon- 
er, although the circumſtances of his beha- 
viour were treacherous, wicked and profane, 
You muſt know, Mr Pickle, I was one day called 
into my chapel, in order to join a couple in 
the holy bands of matrimony : and my affairs 
being at that time fo ſituated, as to lay me un- 
der apprehenſions of an arreſt, I cautioully 
| ſurveyed the man through a lettice which was 
made for that purpoſe, before I would ven- 


ture to come within his reach. He was cloath- 


ed in a ſeaman's jacket and trouſſers, and had 
ſuch an air of ſimplicity in his countenance, as 
diveiled me of all ſuſpicion : I therefore, with 
out further ſcruple, truſted myſelf in his pre- 
ſence, began to exerciſe the duty of my func- 
tion, and had actually performed one half of 
the ceremony when the ſuppoled woman, pul- 
ling out a paper from her boſom, exclaimed 
with a maſculine voice, “ Sir, you are my 
Priſoner, I have got a writ againſt you for 
five hundred pounds.” I was thunderſtuck 
at this declaration, not ſo much on account of _ 
my own misfortune, which (thank heaven) I 
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can bear with patience and reſignation, as at 


the impiety of the wretch, firſt, in diſguiling 
ſuch a worldly aim under the cloak of reli- 


jon; and ſecondly, in proſtituting the ſervice 
2 ys P 8 


Shen there was no occaſion for ſo doing, his 


deſign having previouſſy taken effect. Yet I 


forgive him, poor ſoul! becauſe he knew not 
what he did; and I hope you, Sir Sipple, 


will exert the ſame Chriſtian virtue towards 
the man by whom you was likewiſe ov r- 


reached.“ 


„ Oh! damn the raſcal beten the knight) 
were I his judge, he thould be condemned to 
flames everlaſting. A villain! to diſgrace me 
in fuch a manner, befor . almoſt all the faſnion- 
able company in town.” Our hero expreſſ- 
ing a cur tofity to know hs particulars of this 
adventure, the knight gr atiſied his deſire by 
telling him that one evening while he was en- 
gaged in a party of cards, at a drum in the 


houſe of a certain lady of quality, he was gi- 

ven to underſtand by one of the fervants that 
a ſtranger, very richiy drefled, was juſt ar- 
rived in a chair preceded by ive footmen with 
flambeaus, and that he refuled to come up 
ſtairs, until he ſhould be introduced by Sir 


Sipple. Upon this notice (continued the 


knight) J judged it was ſome of my quality 
friends; and having obtained her lady ſhip's 


permiſſion to bring him up, went down to the 


hall, and perceived a perſon, whom, to the 


beſt of my recollection, I had never ſeen be- 
fore. However, his appearance was fo mag- 
nificent that 1 could not harbour the leaſt ſut. 
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picion of his true quality; and ſeeing me ad: 


vance, he ſaluted me with a very genteel bow, 
obſerving, that though he had not the honour 


of my acquaintance, he could not diſpenſe 


with waiting upon me, even on that occaſion, 
in conſequence of a letter which he had recei. 


ved from a particular friend. So ſaying, he 
pot a paper into my hand, intimating that he 
ad got a writ againſt me for ten thouſand | 
pounds, and that it would be my intereſt to 
ſubmit without reſiſtance, for he was provided 
with a guard of twenty men, who ſurrounded 
the door in different diſguiſes, determined to 


ſecure me againſt alt oppoſition, Enraged at 
the ſcoundrel's fineſſe, and truſting to the aſ- 


ſiſtance of the real footrmen aſſembled in the 
hall, So, you are a raſcally bailiff (ſaid I) : 
| who have aſſumed the garb of a gentleman in 
order to diſturb her ladyſhip's company. Take 


this fellow, my lads, and roll him in the ken- 
nel : here are ten guineas for your trouble. 
Theſe words were no ſooner pronounced than 
J was ſeized, lifted up, and placed in a chair, 


and carried offi in the twinkling of an eye : 0 55 
but that the ſervants of the houſe and ſome 


other footmen made a motion towards my re- 
ſcue, and alarmed all the company above: 


but the bailiff affirming with undaunted ef. 


frontery, that I was taken up upon an affair 
of ſtate, and ſo many people appearing in his 


behalf, the counteſs would not ſuffer the ſup- 
poſed meſſenger to be inſulted; and he car. 
ried me to the county jail, without further 


lett or moletation.” 
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CHAP. XCVIL 


Pickle ſeems tolerably well reconciled 10 his 


cage: and is by the clergyman entertained with 
the memoirs of a noted perſonage, whom he 
* by accident in the Fleet. 


HE knight had ſcarce finiſhed ie nare 


rative, when our hero was told, that a2 


_ in the coftee-room wanted to ſee 


him ; and when he went thither he found his 


friend Crabtree, who had tranſacted all his 
affairs according to the determination of the 
preceding day; and now gave him an account 
of the remarks he had over-heard on the fub- 
ject of his misfortune : 
_ arreſt was fo public and extraordinary, that 
thoſe who were preſent immediately propaga- 


for the manner of the 


ted it among their acquaintance, and it was 
that ſame evening diſcourſed upon at ſeveral 


tea and card-tables, with thts variation from 
the truth, 


that the debt amounted to twelve 
thouſand inſtead of twelve hundred pounds: 


from which circumſtance it was conjectured 
that Peregrine was a bite from the beginning, 


who had found credit on account of his ef. 


: frontery and appearance, and impoſed himſelf 
upon the town as a young gentleman of for- 


tune, They rejoiced, therefore, at his cala- 


mity, which they conſidered as a juſt puniſh- 
ment for his fraud and preſumption, and be- 


gan to review certain particulars of his con- 


duct, that plainly demonſtrated him to be a 
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rank adventurer, long before he had arrived 


at this end of 0 career. 


Pickle, who now believed his glory was ſet 


for ever, received this intelligence with that 
diſdain which enables a man to detach himſelf 


effectually from the world, and, with great 


tranquillity, gave the Miſanthrope an enter- 
taining detail of what he had ſeen and heard 
ſince their laſt parting. While they amuſed 
_ themſelves in this manner over a diſh of coffee, 
they were joined by the parſon, who congra- 


tulated our hero upon his bearing miſchance 


with ſuch philoſophic quiet, and began to re- 


gale the two friends with ſome curious cir- 
camſtances relating to the private hiſtory of 


the ſeveral priſoners, as ey 1 88 to 
come in. 


At length a gentleman entered, at ſight of 


whom the clergyman roſe up, and ſaluted 
him with a molt reverential bow, which Was 
_ graciouſly returned by the ſtranger, Who, 
with a young man that attended him, retired 


to the other end of the room. They were no 
ſooner out of hearing, than the communicative 
prieſt deſired his company to take particular 
notice of this perſon to whom he had paid his 
reſpects : : *© That man (ſaid he) is this day one 


_ of the moſt flagrant inſtances of neglected vir- 


tue which the world can produce. Over and 


above a cool, diſcerning head, fraught with 


uncommon. learning and experience, he is 
poſſeſled of ſuch fortitude and reſolution, as 
no difficulties can diſcourage, and no danger 


inpait and fo indefatigable | in his Wanne 2 
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that even now, while he is ſurrounded with 


ſuch embaraſſments as would diſtract the brain 


of any ordinary mortal, he has added conſi- 
derably to his incumbrances, by taking under 


his protection that young gentleman, who, in- 


duced by his character, appealed to his be- 
nevolence for redreſs of the grievances under 


which he labours fr om the Au of his Bar. 
Han. 5 


Peregrine 8 curioſity being excited by this 


encomium, he aſked the name of this generous 
patron, of which, when he was informed, 
„J am no ſtranger (ſaid he) to the fame 8 ; 
that gentleman, who has made a conſiderable 


noiſe in the world, on account of that great 


cauſe he undertook in defence of an unhappy. 
_ orphan ; and ſince he is a perſon of ſuch an 
_ amiable diſpoſition, I am heartily ſorry to find 
that his endeavours have not met with that | 


ſucceſsful iſſue which their good fortune, in 


the beginning, ſeemed to promiſe. Indeed, 
the circumſtance of his eſpouſing that cauſe 
was ſo uncommon and romantic, and the de- 
pravity of the human heart ſo univerſal, that 
ſome people unacquainted with his real cha- 
rater, imagined his views were altogether 
ſelfiſh ; and ſome were not wanting who af- 
| firmed he was a mere adventurer. Never. _ 
theleſs, I muſt do him the juſtice to own, I. 
have heard ſome of the molt virulent of thoſe _ 
who were concerned on the other {ide of the 
queſtion, bear teſtimony in his favour, obſer- 
ving, that he was deceived into the expence 


af the whole, by the 1 ny. which 5 


184 Taz ApvenTURES or 
firſt engaged his compaſſion. Your deſcription | 
of his character confirms me in the fame opi- 
nion; though I am quite ignorant of the affair; 
the particulars of which 1 ſhould be glad to 
learn, as well as a genuine account of his own 
lite, many circumttances of which are by 
His enemies, I believe, Os e 
 Aented.” 
, Sir (anſwered the prieſt) that is 2 piece 
bol ſatisfaction which I am glad to find myſelf 
capable of giving you: I have had the plea- 
| ſure of being acquainted with Mr M. — from 
dis youth, and every thing which I ſhall relate 
concerning him, you may depend upon as a 
fact which hath fallen under my own cogni- 
Zance, or been vouched upon the credit of un- 
: doubted evidence. . 
Mr M——'s father was a - of 35 e. 
ſtablihed church of Scotland, defcended from 
A very ancient ctan, and his mother nearly re. 
lated to a noble family in the northern part of 
that kingdom. While the ſon was boarded at 
a2 public ſchool, where he made good progreſs 
in the Latin tongue, his father died, and he 
was left an orphan to the care of an uncle, 
who, finding him determined againſt any ſer- 
vile employment, kept him at ſchool, that he 
5 might prepare himſelf for the onzverlity, with 
a view of being qualified for bis father” 8. No 
feſſion. 
Here his 1 imagination was ſo hte by the 
_ warlike atchievements he found recorded in 
the Latin authors, ſuch as Cæſar, Curtius and 
Buchanan, that he was ſeized with an irre ſiſt- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. tg 
ible thirſt of military glory, and a defire- f 
trying his fortune in the army. His majeſty's 
troops taking the field, in conſequence of the 
rebeltion which happened in the year ſeven- 
teen hundred and fifteen, this young adven- 
tarer, thinking no life equal to that of a fol- 
dier, found means to furniſh himſelf with 4 
fafil and bagonet, and leaving the fchool, re- 
paired to the camp near Stirling, with a view 
of ſignallzing himfelf in the field, though he 
was at that time but jaſt turned of thirteen. 
lle offered his fervice to ſeveral officers, in 
hope of being enlifted in their companies; but 
they would not receive him, becaufe they 
_ riphtly concluded that he was fome fchool- boy 
broke loofe, withovt the knowledge or con- 
ſent of His relations. Notwithſtanding this 
diſcouragement, he continned in camp, curi- 
oufly prying into every part of the fervice; 
and fuch was the refolation confpicuous in him, 
even at ſuch a tender age, that after his ſnall 
finances were exftaufted, he perſiſted in his 
delipn ; and becauſe he would not make his 
wants known, actually ſubſiſted for ſeveral 
days on tips, haws and floes, and other ſpon- 
taneous fruits which he gathered in the woods 
ind flelds. Mean while, he never failed to 
be prefenit when any regiment or corps of 
mes, were drawn our to be exerciſed and 
| feviewed, and accompanied them in all their 
_erolutions, which he had learned to great 
perfection, by obſerving the companies which 
were quartered in the place where he was at 
Foot, This etgernefs and perſeverance at. 
i Aa 355 
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tracted hs notice of many officers, who after 
having commended his ſpirit and zeal, preſſed 
him toreturn to his parents, and even threaten- 
ed to expel him from the camp, if he would 
not comply with their advice. 
Theſe remonſtrances having no other effect 
than that of warning him to avoid his monitors, 
they thought proper to alter their behaviour 
towards him, took him into their protection, 
and even into their meſs; and what, above all 
other marks of favour, pleaſed the young ſol. 
dier moſt, permitted him to incorporate in 
the battalion, and take his turn of duty with 
the other men. In this happy ſituation he was 
diſcovered by a relation of his mother, who 
was a captain in the army, and who uſed all | 
his authority and influence in perſuading M— 
to return to ſchool ; but finding him deaf to 
his admonitions and threats, he took him un- 
der his own care, and when the army march- 
ed to Dumblane, left him at Stirling, with 
expreſs injun&ion to keep himſelf within the 
walls. | | 
He temporized with his kinſman, fearing 
that ſhould he ſeem refractory, the captain 
would have ordered him to be ſhut up in the 
caſtle. Inflamed with the deſire of ſeeing a 
battle, his relation no ſooner marched off the 
ground, than he mixed in with another regi- 
ment, to which his former patrons belonged, 
and proceeded to the field, where he deſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf, even at that early time of life, 
by his gallantry, in helping to retrieve a pair 
of colours ae to Mn''s regiment; ; to - 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 187 
that after the affair, he was preſented to the 
duke of Argyle, and recommended ſtrongly to 
brigadier Grant, who invited him into his re- 
giment, and promiſed to provide for him with 
the firſt opportunity: But that gentleman in 
a little time loſt his command upon the duke's 
diſgrace, and the regiment was ordered for 
Ha being given to colonel Naſſau, whoſe 
favour the young volunteer acquired to ſuch. 
a degree, that he was recommended to the 
king for an enſigncy, which in all probability 
he would have obtained, had not the regent 
been unluckily reduced. . 85 
In conſequence of this. reduction, Which 
bappened in the moſt ſevere ſeaſon of the 
pear, he was obliged to return to his own 
country, through infinite hardſhips to which 
| he was expoled from the narrowneſs of his 
circumſtances : and continuing {till enamoured 
of a military life, he entered into the regi- 
ment of Scotch grays, at that time command- 
ed by the late Sir James Campbell, who be- 
ing acquainted with his family and character, 
encouraged him with the promiſe of ſpeedy 
preferment. In this corps he remained three 
ears, during which he had no opportunity of 
ſeeing actual ſervice, except at the affair of 
Glenſheel; and this life of inſipid quiet mult 
have hung heavy upon a youth of M——s_ 
active diſpoſition, had not he found exerciſe 
for the mind in reading books of amuſement, 
hiſtory, voyages and geography, together with | 
thole that treated of the art of war ancient and 
modern, for which he contracted ſuch an eager 
A a 2 
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appetite, that he uſed to ſpend ſixteęn hours 


a day in this employment. About that time 


he became acquainted with a gentleman of 
learning and tafle, who oblerving his indefa. 
tipable application, and inſatiable thirſt after 


| knowledge, took upon himſelf the charge of 


ſaperiatending his ſtudies; and by the direc- 


tion of ſuch an able guide, the young ſo'dier 


converted his intention to a more folid and 
profitable courſe of reading. So inordinate 


was his deſire of making ſpeedy advances in 
the paths of wings that within the compals 
of three months, he deligently peruſed the 


writings of Locke, and Malbranche, and 


made himſelf maſter of the firſt ſix, and of the 


Eleventh and twelfth books of Euclid's Ele. 


ments. He conlidered Puffendorf and Gro- 
tius with - uncommon care, acquired a toler- 


able degree of knowledge in the French lan- 


guage, and his imagination was ſo captivated 


with the deſire of learning, that ſeeing no 


proſpect of a war, or vie ws of being provided 


for in the ſervice, he quitted the army and 


went through a regular courſe of univerſity e- 
ducation. Moving made ſuch progreſs in his 
ſtudies, he reſolved to qualify himſelf for the 


church, and acquired ſuch a ſtock of ſchool 
divinity under the inſtructions of a learned pro- 
fellor at Edinburgh, that he more than once 


mounted the roſtrum in the public hall, and 
held forth with uncommon applauſe : but being 


diſcouraged from a proſecution of his plan, by 
the unreaſonable auſterity of ſome of the Scotcii = 
clergy, by whom the moſt indifferent and in- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 189 
nocent words and actions were often miſcon- 
ſtrued into levity and miſconduct, he reſolved. 


to embrace the firſt favourable opportunity of 


going abroad, being inflamed with the deſire 
foreign countries, and actually ſet 


out for Holland, where, for the ſpace of two. 


years, he ſtudied the Roman law, with the 


law of nature and nations, under the famous 

profeſſors Tolieu and Barbeyrac. 
Having thus finiſhed his ſchool education, 

he ſet out for Paris, with a view to make him. 


{elf perfect in the French language, and learn 
ſuch uſeful exerciſes, as might be acquired 
with the wretched remnant of his ſlender e- 
Rate, which was by that time reduced very 
low. 
lands, he went to Namure, and paid his re- 
| ſpecs to bilhop Strickland and general Col. 


In his journey through the Nether- 


lier, by whom he was received with great ci- 
vility, in conſequence of letters of recommen- 
dation, with which he was provided from the 


1 Hague, and the old general aſſured. him of his 
protection and intereſt for a pair of colours, 


if he was diſpoſed to enter into the Durch 


ſervice, 
Though he was by that time pretty PP 


| cured of his military Quixotiſm, he would not 
totally decline the generous proffer, for which 
he thanked him in the molt 


grateful terms, 
telling the general that he would pay his duty 


to him on his return from France, and then, 
if he could determine upon re-engaging in the 
| army, mould think himlelf highly honoured: 


in being under his command. 
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After a ſtay of two months in Flanders, he 
proceeded to Paris, and far from taking up 
his habitation in the ſuburbs of St Germain, 
according to the cuſtom of Engliſh travellers, 
he hired a private lodging on the other ſide 
of the river, and aſſociated chiefly with French 

officers, who (their youthful ſallies bein 

over) are allowed to be the politeſt gentlemen 
of that kingdom. In this ſcheme he found his 
account ſo much, that he could not but won- 
der at the folly of his countrymen, who loſe _ 
the main ſcope of their going abroad, by 

ſpending their time and fortune idly with one 

JJ ͤ můqů—— 0 
During his reſidence in Holland he had 

made himſelf acquainted with the beſt authors 
in the French language, ſo that he was able 
to ſhare in their converſation; a circumſtance 
from which he found great benefit ; for, it 
not only improved him in his knowledge of 
that tongue, but alſo tended to the enlarge- 
ment of his acquaintance, in the courſe of 
which he contracted intimacies in ſome fami- 
lies of good faſhion, eſpecially thoſe of the 
long robe, which would have enabled him 

to paſs his time very agreeably, had he been 
a little eaſier in point of fortune: but his fi- 
nances, notwithſtanding the moſt rigid oeco- 
nomy, being in a few months reduced to a 
very low ebb, the proſpect of indigence threw 
a a damp upon all his pleaſures, though he ne- 
ver ſuffered himſelf to be thereby, in any de- 
gree, difpirited ; being in that reſpect of ſo 
happy a diſpoſition, that conſcious poverty or 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
abundance made very ſlight inpreſonsu e 


his mind. 
This conſumption of his caſh, however, in- 


volved him in ſome perplexity; and he deli- 
berated with himſelf, whether he ſhould re- 
turn to general Collier, or repair to London, 


where he might poſſibly fall into ſome buſineſs 
not unbecoming a gentleman ; though he was 


very much mortified to find himſelf incapable 


of gratifying an inordinate deſire which poſ- 


ſeſſed him of making the grand tour, or, at 
leaſt of viſiting the ſouthern parts of France. 


While he thus heſitated between different 


ſuggeſtions, he was one morning viſited by a 
gentleman who had ſought and cultivated his 
friendſhip, and for whom he had done a good 


office, in ſupporting him with ſpirit, againſt a 


brutal German, with whom he had an affair 
of honour. This gentleman came to propoſe 
a party for a fortnight to Fontainbleau, where 


the court then was; and the pr opoſal being 
declined by MX with more than uſual ſtiff. 
neſs, his friend was very urgent to know the 


reaſon of his refulal, and at length, with ſome 
_ confuſion, ſaid, ** perhaps your finances are 


low.“ M—— replied, that he had where. 
withal to defray the expence of his journey to 


London, where he could be furniſhed with a 
freſh ſupply ; and this anſwer was no ſooner 
made, than the other taking him by the hand, 


«© My dear friend (ſaid he) I am not unac- 
quainted with your affairs, and would have 


offered you my credit long ago, if I had 
n it n be enen ; even BOW. 
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I do not pretend to give you money, but de. 
ſire and inſiſt upon it, that you will accept of 
the Ioan of theſe two pieces of paper, to be 
repaid when you marry a woman with a for. 
tune of twemy thoufand pounds, or obtain an 
xent of a thouſand a year.“ So fav. 
ing, he preſented him with two actions of 4. 
beut two thouſand livres each. 
NM. was aftonithed at this inexpetted ; in. 
ftance of penerofity in a ſtranger, and with 
faitable acknowledgment, peremptorily re. 
= | fufed to mcur ſuch an obligation; but at 
= length, he was by dint of importunity, and 
= warm expoſtulation, prevailed upon to accept 
| one of the actions, on condition that the gentle- 
mar wortld take his note for the ſum; and this 
he abſolutely rejected, until Mo promifed | 
to draw upon hit for double the value or 
more, in cafe he fhould at any time want a 
farther fopply. This uncommon act of friend. 
ſhip and generofity M — afterwards had an 
opportunuy to repay ten fold, though he could 
not help regrerting the occafion, on his friend's 
account. That worthy man having , by place- 
my to much confidence in a vil ainous lawyer, 
and a chain of other misfortunes, involved 
Himſelf and his amiable lady im a labytinch of 
_ difficulties, which threatened the total ruin 
of [its family; M-— felt the inexpreſſible fa- 
tisfaction of gerresing his benefactor from the 
foare 
Being thus reinforced by the -hiereffay of 
his friend, M—— refofved to execute his 
Former plain of fecing the ſonth of France, 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 193 
together with the ſea- ports of Spain as far as 


Cadiz, from whence he propoſed to take a 
' paſſage for London by fea, and with this view 


{ent forwards his trunks by the Diligence to 
Lyons, determined to ride poſt in order to en- 


joy a better view of the country, and for the 
conveniency of ſtopping at thoſe places where 
there was any thing remarkable to be ſeen or 


inquired into. While he was employed in ta- 


king leave of his Pariftan friends, who fur- 


niſned him with abundant recommendation, a 
gentleman of his own country who ſpoke little 


or no French, hearing of his intention begged 
the favour of eee een him in his expe- 
| dition. 


With this new companion, ane he a 


ſet out for Lyons, where be was perfectly 

well received by the intendant and ſome of 
the beſt families of the place, in conſequence 
of his letters of recommendation; and after a 
ort ſtay in that city proceeded down the 


Rhone to Avignon, in what is called the coche 
G tau; then viſiting the principal towns of 


0 Danphine, Languedoc and Provence, he re- 
turned to the 5 
where he and his fellow-traveller were ſo 


elightful city of Marſeilles ; 


much captivated by the ſerenity of the air, 


the good-nature and hoſpitality of the ſpright- 


ly inhabitants, that they never dreamed of 


changing their quarters during the whole 
winter and part of the ſpring: here he ac- 


-quired the acquaintance of the marquis D'Ar- 


gens, attorney-general in the parliament of 


Aix, and of his eldeſt * who now makes : 
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ſo great a figure in the literary world; arid 
when the affair of father Girard and mada— 
moiſelle Cadiere began to make a noiſe, he ac. 
companied theſe two gentlemen to Toulon, 
where the marquis was ordered to take 5 e. 
cognition of the facts. 


On his return to Marſeilles he found a cer. 
tain noble lord of great fortune under the di- 


rection of a Swiſs governor, who had accom. 


modated him with two of his own relations of 
the ſame country, by way of companions, to- 
gether with five ſervants in his train. They 
being abſolute ſtrangers in the place, M— 


introduced them to the intendant and ſeveral 
other good families; and had the good fortune 


to be ſo agreeable to his lordſhip, that he pro- 
poſed, and even preſſed him to live with him 
in England as a friend and companion; and 
to take upon him the ſuperintendance of his 
affairs, in which caſe he would ſettle upon 


him four hundred a year for life. 
This propoſal was too advantageous to be 


lighted by a perſon of no fortune or fixed e- 
abliſhment ; he therefore made no difficulty 


of cloſing with it: but as his lordſhip's depar- 


ture was fixed to a ſhort day, and he urged 


him to accompany him to Paris, and from 
thence to England, M-— thought it would 


be improper and indecent. to interfere with 
the office of his governor, who might take 


umbrage at his favour, and therefore excuſed 


himſelt from a compliance with his lordſhip's 


requeſt, until his minority ſhould be expired, 
28 he Was within a few months. of being of 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 195 


age. However, he repeated his importuni- 
ties ſo earneſtly, and the governor joined in 

the requeſt, with ſuch appearance of cordia- 
lity, that he was prevailed upon to comply 
with their joint deſire; and in a few days ſet 
out with them for Paris by the way of Loyns, 
Bat before they had been three days in this 
city, M perceived a total change in the 
wiv of the Swils and his two relations, 
who, in all probability, became jealous of his 
influence with his lordſhip ; and he no ſooner 
made this diſcovery than he reſolved to with- 
draw himſelf from ſuch a diſagr eeable particle 
pation of that young nobleman's favour. He 
therefore, in ſpite of all his lordihip's entrea- 
ties and remonſtrances, quitted him for the 
preſent; alledging, as a pretext, that he had 
a longing deſire to ſee Switzerland and the 
banks of the Rhine, and promiſing to meet 
him again in England. 

This his intention being made known to the 
governor and his friends, their countenances 
immediately cleared up, their courteſy and 
complaiſance returned, and they even furniſh- 
ed him with letters for Geneva, Lauſane, 
Barn and Soleures; in conſequence of which 

he met with unuſual civilities ar theſe places. 
Having made this tour with his Scotch friend, 

(who came up to him before he left Lyons) 
and viſited the moſt conſiderable towns on both 
ſides of the Rhine, and the courts of the 
EleQors, Palatine, Mentz and Cologn, he 
arrived in Holland; and from thence, through 
B. N * 
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the Netherlands, repaired to London, where 


he found my lord juſt returned from Paris. 


His lordſhip received him with expreſſions 


of uncommon joy, would not ſuffer him to ſtir 


from him for ſeveral days, and introduced him 
to his relations. 


M 


treated with great friendſhip and confidence, 


and conſulted in every thing; but the noble ; 
peer never once made mention of the annuity | 


wich he had promiſed to ſettle upon him ; 
nor did M remind him of it, becaule be 


conceived it was his affair to fulfil his engage- 
ments of his own accord. M 
the manner of living at this place, made an 
excurſion to Bath, where he ſtaid about « 
fortnight, to partake of the diverfions ; and, 


being tired of 


upon is return, found his lordſhip making; 
diſpoſitions for another journey to Paris. 


Surpriſed at this ſudden reſolution, he en- 
deavoured to diſſuade him from it: but his re- 
monſtrances were rendered ineffectual by the 


inſinvatians of a foreigner who had come over 
with him, and filled his imagination with ex- 


travagant notions of pleaſure, infinitely ſu- 
perior to any which he could enjoy while he 


was in the trammels, and under the reſtraints 
of a governor. He therefore turned a deaf 


ear to all M8 arguments, and entreated 


him to accompany him in the journey; but 
this gentleman, foreſeeing that a young man, 
ke my lord, of ſtrong paſſions and eaſy to be 
niiſled, would, in all , {quander 


accompanied his lordſhip from London 5 
to his country-ſeat, where he was indeed 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 197 
away great ſums of money, in a way that” 
would neither do credit to himſelf, or to thoſe 
who were concerned with him, reſiſted all his 
folicitations, on pretence of having buſineſs 
of conſequence at London; and afterwards. 
had reaſon to be extremely well pleaſed with 
his own conduct in this particular. 

Before he ſet out on this expedition, 8 
in juſtice to himſelf, reminded him of the 
propoſal which he had made to him at Mar- 
ſeilles, deſiring to know if he had altered his 
deſign in that particular ; in which caſe he 
would turn his thoughts ſome other way; as 
he would not in the leaſt be thought to in- 
trude or pin himſelf upon any man. My lord 
proteſted, in the moſt folemn manner, that 
he ſtill continued in his former reſolution; and 
again beſeeching him to bear him company in- 
to France, promiſed that every thing ſhould 
be ſettled to his ſatisfacton, upon their re- 
turn to England. M, however, {till per- 
ſiſted in his refuſal, for the above-mentioned 
reaſon, and though he never heard more of 


= the annuity, he, nevertheleſs continued to 


ſerve his lordſhip with his advice and good of- 
ices ever after; particularly in directing his 
choice to an alliance with a lady of eminent 
virtue, the daughter of a noble lord, more 
conſpicuous for his ſhining parts than the 
ſplendor of his titles, (a circumſtance upon 
which he always reflected with particular fatis- 
faction, as well on account of the extraordi- 


; nary merit of the lady, as becaule it veſted in 


her childr ena conlider able part of that wow 
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eſtate, which, of right, belonged to her grand 
mother) and afterwards. put him in a way to 


retrieve his eſtate from a heavy load of debt 


he had contracted. When my lord ſet out on 
his Paris expedition, the money M- had 


received from his generous friend at 8 was 


almoſt reduced to the laſt guinea. He had 


not yet reaped the leaſt benefit from his en- 
gagements with his lordſhip; and diſdaining 


to alk for a ſupply from him, he knew not 


bow to ſubſiſt, with any degree of credit, eil | 


his return, 
This uncomſortable orofpedt was the more 


diſagreeable to kim, as, at that time of life, 


he was much inclined to appear in the gay 


world, had contracted a taſte for plays, ope- 
Tas, and other public diverſions, and acquired 

an acquaintance with many people of good 
faſhion, which could not be maintained with- 


out a conſiderable expence. In this emer- 


gency, he thought he could not employ his 
idle time more profitably than in tranſlating 


from foreign languages, ſuch books as were 
then chiefly in vogue; and upon application 
to a friend, who was a man of letters, he was 
farniſhed with as much buſineſs of that kind 
as he could poſſibly manage, and wrote ſome 
pamphblets on the reigning controverſies of 


that time, that had the good fortune to pleaſe. 


He was alſo concerned in a monthly journal of 


literatures, and the work was carried on by 
the two friends jointly, though M-— did not 
at all appear in the partnerſhip. By theſe 


means he not only ſpent his mornings: in uſe- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 199 
ful exerciſe, but ſupplied himſelf with money 
for what the French call the menus plaiſirs, 
during the whole ſummer. He frequented 
all the aſſemblies in and about London, and 
conſiderably * his e Kong 
the fair ſex. 1 
He had upon his firſt arrival in England g 
become acquainted with a lady at an aſſembly 
not far from London: and though at that 
time he had no thoughts of extending bis 
views further than the uſual gallantry of the 
place, he met with ſuch diſtinguiſhing marks 
of her regard in the ſequel, and was ſo parti- 
cularly encouraged by the advice of another 
lady, with whom he had been intimate in 
France, and who was now. of their parties, 
that he could not help entertaining hopes of 
making an impreſſion upon the heart of his a- 
greeable partner, who was a young lady of 
an ample fortune, and great expectations. He, 
therefore, cultivated her good graces with all 
the afliduity and addreſs of which he was ma- 
ſter; and ſucceeded fo well in his endeavours, 
that after a due courſe of attendance, and the 
death of an aunt, by which ſhe received an 
acceſſion of fortune, to the amount of three 
and twenty thou! and pounds, he ventured to 
declare his pafllon, and ſhe not only heard 
him with patience and approbation, but alſo 
replied in terms adequate to his warmeſt wiſh, 
Finding himſelf fo favourably received, he 
: preſſed her to ſecure his happineſs by mar- 
riage; but, to this propoſal, ſhe objected the 
_ - Tecency of her kinſwoman's death, which would 
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have rendered ſuch a ſtep highly indecent, 
and the diſpleaſure of her other relations, from 
whom. the had ſtill greater expectations, and 
. who at that time importuned her to marry a 
. coulin of her own whom ſhe could not like. 
However, that M—— might have no cauſe to 
repine at her delay, ſhe freely entered with 
him into an intimacy of correſpondence : du- 
ring which, nothing could have added to their 
mutual felicity, which was the- more poignant 
and refined, from the myſterious and roman- 
tic manner of their enjoying it; for, though 
he publicly viſited her as an acquaintance, 
his behaviour, on theſe occaſions, was always 
To diſtant, reſpectful and reſerved, that the 
reſt of the company could not. poſſibly ſuſpect 
the nature of their reciprocal attachment; in 
. conſequence of which, they uſed to have pri- 
vate interviews, unknown to every ſoul upon 
earth, except her maid, who was e : 
entruſted with the ſecret. 
In this manner- they enjoyed the. conver- 
ſation of each other for above twelve months, 
without the leaſt interruption ; and though 
the ſtability of Mr M-——s fortune entirely 
. depended upon their marriage, yet as he per- 
. ceived his miſtreſs ſo averſe to it, he never 
urged it with vehemence, nor was at all an- 
- xivus on that ſcore; being ealily induced to 
defer a ceremony, which, as he then thought, | 
could in no ſhape have added to their ſatisfac- 


tion, though he hath ſince altered his ſenti- 
ments. | 
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Be that as it will, his indulgent miſtreſs, 
in order to ſet his mind at eaſe in that parti- 
cular, and in full confidence of his honour, 
inſiſted on his accepting a deed of gift of her 
whole fortune, in conlideration of their in- 
tended marriage; and after ſome difficulty he 
was prevailed upon to receive this proof of her 
eſteem, well knowing that it would till be in 


his power to return the obligation. 


Though _ 


the often entreated him to take upon hint». 
ſelf the entire adminiſtration. of her finances, 


and upon divers occaſions preſſed him to ac- 
* cept of large ſums, he never once abuſed her 
= generous diſpofition, or ſolicited her for mo- 


ney, except for ſome humane purpoſe, which 
ſhe was always more ready to fulfil than he 


to propoſe. 


in the courſe of this correſpondence, he be⸗ | 
came acquainted with ſome of her female re- 
lations ; and, among the reſt, with a young 
lady, ſo eminently adorned with all the quali- 


fications of mind and perſon, that notwith- 


ſtanding all his philoſophy and caution, he 
could not behold and converſe with her, with 


| out being deeply ſmitten with her charms. 
He did all in his power to difcourage this 
dangerous mvaſion in the beginning, and to 


conceal the leaſt ſymptom of it from her rela- 


tion: he ſummoned all his reflection to his 
aid; and thinking it would be baſe and di{- 


honeſt to cheriſh any ſentiment repugnant to 


the affection which he owed to a miſtreſs, 
who had placed ſuch unlimited confidence in 


him, he rene to ſtifle the infant lame 


Vor. IV. 


Ce 
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by avoiding the amiable inſpirer of it. But 


the paſſion had taken too deep a root at 


his heart, to be ſo ealily extirpated; his ab. 


ſence from the dear obje& increaſed the im- 
patience of his love. The inteſtine conflict be. 
tween that and gratitude deprived. him of 


his reſt and appetite, He was, in a ſhort 
time, emaciated by continual watching, an 
xiety and want of nouriſhment; and ſo much 
altered from his uſual chearfulneſs, that his 
miſtreſs being ſurpriſed and alarmed at the 


change, which, from the ſymptoms, ſhe judged 


was owing to "Colin uneafineſs of mind, took 


all imaginable pains to diſcover the cauſe. 


In all probability it did not eſcape her pe. 
.netration; for ſhe more than once aſked if he 
was in love with her couſin ; proteſting that, 

far from being an obſtacle to his happineſs, 
ſhe would, in that caſe, be an advocate for. 

his paſſion. However, this declaration was 


never made without manifeſt ſigns of aniexity 


and uneaſineſs, Which made ſuch an impreſſion 
„that he reſolved to 


upon the heart of M 
ſacrifice his happineſs, and even his life, ra- 


ther than take any ſtep which might be _ 
ſtrued into an injury or inſult to a perſon. 
who had treated him with ſuch enero and 


goodneſs. 


In conſequence of this reſolution, he forms ” 


ed another, which was to go abroad, under 
pretence of recovering his health, but! in rea- 


lity to avoid the temptation, as well as the 
ſuſpicion of being inconſtant; and in this de- 


ſign he was confirmed by his phyſician, who 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 203 
actually thonght him in the firſt ſtage of a con- 


ſumption, and therefore adviſed him to repair 


to the ſouth of France. He communicated 
his deſign, with the doctor's opinion, to the 
lady, who agreed to it with much leſs difficul- 


ty than he found in conquering his own reluc- 


tance at parting with the dear object of his 
love. The conſent of his generous miſtreſs 


being obtained, he waited upon her with the 


inſtrument whereby ſhe had made the convey- 
ance of her fortune to him; and all his re- 


monſtrances being inſufficient to perſuade her 


to take it back, he cancelled it in her preſence, 


and placed it in that ſtate upon her toilet, 
while the was dreſſing ; whereupon the {hed a 
torrent of tears, ſaying, ihe now plainly per- 
ceived that he wanted to tear himſelt from 
her, and that his affections were ſettled upon 


another, He was lenſibly affected by this 


proof of her concern; and endeavoured to 
calm the perturbation of her mind, by vow- 
ing eternal fidelity, and preſſi 8 her to accept 


of his hand in due form before his departure. 
By theſe means ber tranſports were quieted 
for the preſent, and the marriage deferred, 


for the ſame pr uderfrial reatons which had hi. 
therto prevented it. | 
Matters being thus comprovile, and the 
day fixed for his departure, the, together with 
her faithful maid, one morning vilited him for 
the firit time at his own lodgings; and after 
breakfaſt, deſiring to ſpeak with him in pri- 
vate, he: conducted her into another room, 
where alluming an unuſual gravity of alpect, 


Cen 
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& My dear M— (ſaid ſhe) you are now going 


to leave me, and God alone knows if ever we 
ſhall meet again : therefore, if you really love 
me with that tenderneſs which you profeſs, 
you will accept of this mark of wy friendſhip 
and unalterable affection; it will at leaſt be a 


1 proviſion for your journey: and if any acci- 
dent ſhould befal me, before I have the hap- 


pineſs of receiving you again into my arms, I 
ſhall have the ſatisfaction of knowing that you 


are not altogether without recourſe.?” So fay- 


ing, ſhe put an embroidered pocket-book into his 
hand. He expreſſed the high ſenſe he had of 


her generoſity and affection in the molt pa- 
| thetic terms, and begged leave to ſuſpend his 
acceptance until he thould know the contents 
of her preſent, which was ſo extraordinary, 
that he abſolutely refuſed to receive it: he 
was, however, by her repeated entreaties, 


in a manner campelled to receive about one 


Half, and ſhe afterwards inſiſted upon his ta- 
king a reinforcement of a conſider able ſum for 


the expence of his journey. 


Having ſtayed with her ten days beyond the 


time he had fixed for his departure, and ſet- 


tled the method of their correſpondence, he 
took his leave with an heart full of ſorrow, 
Anxiety and diſtraction, produced from the 
different ſuggeſtions of his duty and love. He 
then ſet out tor France, and after a ſhort ſtay 


at Paris, proceeded to A in Provence, and 


from thence to Marſeilles, at which two places 


he continued for ſome months: but nothing 


he met with being able to diſſipate thoſe me- 
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lancholy ideas which ſtill preyed upon his} ima- 
gination, and affected his ſpirits, he endeavour. 


ed to elude them with a ſucceſſion of new ob- 


jects; and with that view, perſuaded a coun- 
ſellor of the parliament,of Aix, a man of great 
worth, learning and good humour, to accom- 
pany him in making a tour of thoſe parts of 
France which he had not yet feen. On their 
return from this excurſion, they found at Aix 
an Italian Abbe, a perſon of character, and 
great knowledge of men and books, who ha- 
ving travelled all over Germany and France, 
was ſo far on his return to his own country. 
. having by means of bis friend the 
counſellor, contracted an acquaintance with 
this gentleman, and being delirous of ſeeing 
ſome parts of Italy, particularly the carnival 
at Venice, they ſet out together from Mar- 
 feilles, in a tartan, for Genoa, coaſting it all 
the way, and lying on ſhore every night. 
Having thewn him what was molt remarkable 
in this city, his friend the Abbé was ſo obli- 
ging, as to conduct him through Tuſcany, and 
the moſt remarkable cities in Lombardy to Ve- 
inſiſted upon defraying 
the expence of the whole tour, in conſidera- 
tion of the Abbe's complaiſance, which had 
been of infinite ſer vice to him in the courſe of 
this expedition Having remained five weeks 
at Venice, he was preparing to ſet out for 
Room with ſome Englith gentlemen whom he 
had met by accident, when he was all of a 


ion 


ſudden obliged to change his reſolution by 


ſome diſagr scahle letters which. he recet- 
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ved from London. He had, from his firſt 


departure, correſponded with his generous, 
though inconſtant miſtreſs, with a religions 


exactneſs and punuality ; nor was ſhe, for 


ſome time, leſs obſervant of the agreement 
they had made. . Nevertheleſs, ſhe, by de- 


grees, became ſo negligent and cold in her 


expreſſion, and ſo ſlack in her correſpondence, 
that he could not help obſer ving and upbrai. 


ding her with ſuch indifference ; and her en. 


deavours to palliate it were ſuppor ted by pre- 


texts ſo frivolous as to be eafily ſeen through 


by a lover of very little diſcernment. 


"While he tortured himſelf with conjectures. 


about the cauſe of this unexpected change, 
he received ſuch intelligence from England, 


as when joined with what he himſelf had per- 


ceived: by her manner of writing, left him 


little or no room to doubt of her fekleneſs and 


inconſtancy Nevertheleſs, as he knew by 


experience, that informations of that kind are 
not to be entirely relied upon, he reſolved to 


be more certainly appriſed; and for that end, 
departed immediately for London, by the way 
of Tirol, Bavaria, Alſace and Paris. 

On his arrival in England, he learned with 
Infinite concern, that his intelligence had not 
been ar all exaggerated ; and his ſorrow was 
inexpreſſible, to find a perſon, endowed with 
ſo many other noble and amiable qualities, ſe- 


duced into an indiſcretion, that of neceſſity 


ruined the whole plan which: had been con- 
certed between them for their mutual happ!- 


nels, She made ſeveral attempts, by letters 


BY 
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and interviews, to palliate her conduct, and 
ſoften him into a reconciliation; but his ho- 
nour being concerned, he remained deaf to 


all her entreaties and propoſals. Neverthe- 


leſs, I have often heard him ſay, that he 
could not help loving her, and revering the 


memory of a perſon to whoſe generoſity and 


goodneſs he owed his fortune, and one whoſe 


foibles were overbalanced by a thouſand good 


qualities. He often inſiſted on making reſti- 


tution; but far from complying with that pro- 


poſal, ſhe afterwards often endeavoured to 
lay him under yer greater obligations of the 
ſame kind, and importuned him, with the 


warmeſt ſolicitations, to renew their former 


correſpondence which he as often declined, 


M took this inſtance of the inconſtancy 


of the ſex ſo much to heart, that he had al- 


moſt reſolved, for the future, to keep clear of 
all engagements for life, and returned to Pa- 


ris in order to diſſipate his anxiety, where he 
hired an apartment in one of the academies, | 
in the exerciſes whereof he took ſingular de- 


light. During his reſidence at this place he 


had the good fortune to ingratiate himſelf with 


a great general, a decendant of one of the 
molt ancient and illuſtrious families in France; 
having attracted his notice by ſome remarks 
he had written on Folard's Polybius, which 
were accidentally ſhewn to that great man by 


one of his aids du camp, who was a particular 


friend of M——, The favour he had thus 
acquired, was ſtrengthened by his affiduities 
and attention. Upon his return to London, he 
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ſent ſome of Handel's neweſt compoſitions to 


the prince, who was particularly fond of that 


gentleman's productions; together with Clark's 


edition of Cæſar; and in the ſpring of the 
fame year, before the French ar my Took the 


field, he was honoured with à moſt obliging 


letter from the prince, inviting him to come 


over, if he wanted to ſee the operations of the 
campaign, and deſiring he would give Oe 


no trouble about his equipage. 
M having ſtill ſome remains of a wili. 
tary diſpoſition, and conceiving this 10 be a 


more favourable opportunity than any he ſhould 
ever meet with again, readily embraced the 

offer, and ſacrificed the ſoft dehghts of love, 
which at that time he enjoyed without con- 

troul, to an eager, laborious and dangerons - 
cur iofity.. In that and the following campaign, 
during which he was preſent at the ſiege of 
Philipſburgh, and ſeveral other actions, he 


enlarged his acquaintance among the F rench 
officers, eſpecially thoſe' of the graver ſort, 


_ who had a taſte for books and literature, WY 
the friendſhip and intereſt of thoſe gentlemen 
were afterwards of ſingular ſervice to him, 
though in an affair altogether e from 


their profeſſion. 


He had all along made dingent inquiry into 


the trade and manufactures of the countries 


through which he had occaſion to travel, more 


particularly thoſe of Holland, England and 


France; and as he was well acquainted with. 
the revenue and farms of this laſt kingdom, he 


faw with concern the 85 eat diſadvantages un- 


. 
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der which our tobacco-trade {the moſt conſi- 


derable branch of our commerce with that 
people) was carried on; what inconſiderable 
returns were made to the planters out of the 
low price given by the French company; and 
bow much it was in the power of that company 


to reduce it ſtill lower. M-— had formed 


a ſcheme to remedy this evil, ſo far as it re- 
Jated to the national loſs or gain, by not per- 


mitting the duty of one penny in the pound, 


old ſubſidy, to be drawn back on tobacco 
re-exported, He demonſtrated to the miniſtry 
of that time, that ſo inconſiderable a duty 
could not in the leaſt diminiſh the demand from 


abroad, which was the only circumſtance to 
be apprehended, and that the yearly produce 


of that revenue would amount to one hundred 


and twenty thouſand pounds, without one 


thilling additional expence to the public ; bur 
the miniſtry having the exciſe ſcheme then in 
contemplation, could think of no other till that 
ſhould be tried; and that project having miſ- 


carried, he renewed his application, when 


they approved of his ſcheme in every particu- 
lar, but diſcovered a ſurpriſing dec wardness 
to carry it into execution. 

His expectation in this quarter being a 
pointed, he, by the interpoſition of his friends, 
preſented a plan to the French company, in 
Which he ſet forth the advantages that would 


accrue to themſelves, from fixing the price, 
and ſecuring that ſort of tobacco which beſt 
ſuited rhe taſte of the public and their manu- 
facture ; and finally propoſed to fur nith them 
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with any quantity at the price which they paid 
in the port of London. 


After ſome diſpute, they agreed to his pro- 
poſal, and contracted with him for fifteen 
thouſand hogtheads a. year, for which they o- 
bliged themtelves to pay ready money, on its 


arrival in any one or more convenient ports 
in the ſouth or weſtern coaſts of Great Britain, 


that he ſhould pleaſe to fix upon for that pur- 
no ſooner obtained this con. 
tract, than he immediately ſet out for Ameri. 
ca, in order to put it in execution; and by 
way of companion carried with him a little 


pole, M 


French Abbé, a man of humour, wit and 


learning, with whom he had been long ac- | 
quainted, and for whom he had done many | 


5 good offices. 


On his arrival at Virginia, which oppor- 
tunely happened at a time when all the gentle. 
men were aflembled in the capital of that pro- 
vince, he publiſhed a memorial, repreſenting 
the diſadvantages under which their trade was 
carried on, the true method of redreſſing their 


own grievances in that reſpect, and propoſing 


to contract with them for the yearly quantity 


of fifteen thouſand hogſheads of ſuch tobacco 


as was fit for the French market, at the price 
which he demonſtrated to be conſiderablß 


greater than that which they had 1 re- 
ceived. 


This remonſtrance met wk all the "Inq 


and encouragement he could expect; the prin- 


cipal planters ſeeing their own intereſt con- 


cerned, readily allented to the propoſal, which, | 
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that he found by experience, M 
afford to furniſh them at a much lower price 
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through their influence, was alſo reliſhed by 


the reſt ; and the only difficulty that remained, 


related to the ſecurity for payment of the bills 


on the arrival of the tobacco in England, and 
to the time ſtipulated for the continuance of 


the contract. 


In order to remove theſe objettions, Mr 


M-— returned to Europe, and found the 


French company of farmers difpoſed to agree 
to every thing he defired for facilitating the 


execution of the contract, and perfectly well 


pleaſed with the ſample which he had already 


ſent; but his good friend the Abbe, (whom 


he had left behind him in America) by an un- 
paralleled piece of treachery, found means 
to overturn the whole project. He ſecretly 
wrote a memorial to the company, importing, 
- could 


than that which they had agreed to give: and 


that, by being in poſſeſſion of the contract for 
five years, as was intended according to the 
propoſal, he would have the company ſo much 
in his power, that they muſt afterwards ſub- 
mit to any price he ſhould pleaſe to impoſe: 
and that if they thought him worthy of ſuch 
a a truſt he would undertake to furniſh them at 
an eaſier rate, in conjunction with ſome of 
the leading men in Virginia and Maryland, 
with whom, he ſaid, he had already concert- 
ed meaſures for that purpoſe. 


The company were o much erat at 


theſe inſinuations, that they declined comply- 
ing with Mr M— 


8 demands until che Ab- 
D d 2 | 
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bes return; and though they afterwards u- 
fed all their endeavours to perſuade him to 
be concerned with that little traitor in his un- 


dertaking, (by wiich he might {till have been 


a very conſiderable gainer) he reſiſted all their 


ſolicitations, and plainly told them in the Ab- 
be's preſence, that he would never proſtitute 


his own principles ſo far, as to enter into en- 


gagements of any kind with a perſon of his 


character, much leſs in a ſcheme that had a 
manifeſt tendency to lower the market- price 
of tobacco in England 

Thus ended a project the moſt aver, 


{imple and eaſy, and (as appeared by the tri he 


al made} the beſt calculated to raiſe an im- 
menſe fortune of any that was ever under- 
taken or planned by a private perſon; a pro- 
jet in the execution of which, M-— 
the good of the public, and the glory of put- 
ting in a flouriſhing condition that valuable 


branch of our trade (which gives employ- 


ment to two great provinces, and above two 
hundred fail of ſhips) much more at heart 


than his own private intereſt, It was reaſon- 
able to expect, that a man whoſe debts Mx 


had paid more than once, whom he had ob!i. 
ged in many other reſpects, and whom he 


had carried with him at a very conſiderable 
expence, on this expedition, merely with a 


view of bettering his fortune, would have 


acted with common honeſty, if not with gra- 
titude; but ſuch was the depravity of this 
little monſter”s heart, that on his death-bed 
he left a conſiderable fortune to mere ſtran- 


had 
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gers, with whom he had little or no connexi- 
oo, without the leaſt thought of + ng | 
the money advanced for him by M 
order to prevent his rotting in jail, 

When M had once obtained a com. 
mand of money, he, by his knowledge in ſe- 
veral branches of trade, as well as by the aſ- 


ſiſtance of ſome intelligent friends at Paris 


and London, found means to employ it to a 


very good purpoſe, and had he been a man 
of that felfiſh diſpoſition, which too much 


prevails in the world, he might have been at 
this day mafter of a very ample fortune : but 
his ear was never deaf to the voice of diſtreſs, 


nor his beneficent heart ſhut againſt the cala- 
mities of his fellow. creatures. He was even 


ingenions in contriving the moſt delicate me- 


thods of relieving modeſt indigence, and, by 
his indu{trions benevolence, often anticipated 


the requeſts of miſery, | 
| could relate a number of examples to is 


luſtrate my aſſertions, in ſome of which you 


would perceive the moſt diſintereſted genero- 
lity; but ſuch a detail would treſpaſs too 


much upon your time, and I do not pretend 
to dwell upon every minute circumſtance of 

his conduct. Let it ſuffice to ſay, that upon 
the declaration of war with Spain, he gave 


up all his commercial ſchemes, and called in 


his money from all quarters, with a view of 
fitting down, for the relt of his life, content= 
ed with what he had got, and reſtraining his 


liveralities to what he could ſpare from his 


 vearly income. This was a very prudential 
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reſolution, could he have kept it; but, upon 
the breaking out of the war, he could not 
without concern ſee many gentlemen of me- 
rit, who had been recommended to him, dif. 
appointed of commiſſions, merely for want of 
money to ſatisfy the expectations of the com- 
 miſſion-brokers of that time; and therefore 
launched out conſider able ſums for them on 
their bare notes, great part whereof was loſt 
by the death of ſome in the unfortunate ex- 
pedition to the Weſt. Indies. 

He at length, after many other actions of 

the like nature, from motives of pure huma- 
nity, love of juſtice, and abhorrence of op- 
preſſion, embarked in a cauſe every way the 
moſt important that ever came under the diſ- 
cuſſion of the courts of law in theſe kingdoms; 
whether it be conſidered in relation to the ex- 
traordinary nature of the cafe, or the im- 
menſe property of no leſs than fifty thouſand 
pounds a- year, and three n that de- 
pended upon it. 

In the year 1740, the brave 3 Who 
at that time commanded his majeſty's fleet i in 
the Weſt- Indies, among the other tranſactions 
of his ſquadron, tfanſmitted to the duke of 
Newcaſtle, mentioned a young man, who, 
though in the capacity of a common ailor on 
board one of the ſhips under his command, 
laid claim to the eſtate and titles of the ear! of 
A——, Theſe pretenſions were no ſooner | 
communicated im the public papers, than they 
became the ſubject of converſation in all com- 
Panies and the perſon: whom they chief af- 


I; 
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fected, being alarmed at the appearance of a 


competitor, though at ſuch diſtance, began to 
put himſelf in motion, and take all the pre- 
cautions which he thought neceſſary to defeat 


the endeavour of the young upſtart. Indeed 


the early intelligence he received of Mr 


 A—y's making himſelf known in the Weſt-In- 
dies, furniſhed him with numberleſs advantages 
cover that unhappy young gentleman ; for, be- 
ing in poſſeſſion of a plentiful fortune, and 
lord of many manors in the neighbourhood of 


the very place where the claimant was born, 


he knew all the witneſſes who could give the 
moſt material evidence of his legitimacy z and 
if his probity did not reſtrain him, had, by his 

power and influence, ſufficient opportunity 
and means of applying to the paſſions and in- 


tereſts of the witneſſes, to ſilence many, and 


gain over others to his fide : while his com- 
petitor, by an abſence of fifteen or ſixkteen 
years from his native country, the want of 
education and friends, together with his pre- 


ſent helpleſs ſituation, was rendered abſolute- 


ly incapable of taking any ſtep for his own ad- 
vantage. And although his worthy uncle's 


conſpicuous virtue and religious regard for 


_ Juſtice and truth might poſſibly be an uncon- 
querable reſtraint to his taking any undue ad- 


vantages ; yet the conſciences of that huge 
army of emiſſaries he kept in pay, were not 


_ altogether ſo very tender and ſcrupulous, 
This much, however, may be ſaid, without 
derogation from, or impeachment of the noble 
euPs nice virtue and honour, that he took | 
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care to compromiſe all differences with the 
other branches of the family, whole intereſts 


were, in this affair, conne&ed with his own, 
by ſharing the eſtate with them, and allo re. 
tained moſt of the eminent council within the 


par of both kingdoms againſt this formidable 


baſtard, before any ſuit was inftituted by 
him. 


While he was thus rechen Macht 4. 


gainſt the attack of a poor forlorn youth, 


The diſtance of fifteen hundred leagues, con- 
tinually expoſed to the dangers of the fea, the 
war, and an unhealthy climate, Mr Mt 


in the common courſe of converſation, chanced 


to aſk ſome queſtions relating to this romantic 
pretender, of one H———, who was at that 


time the preſent lord A——y's chief agent, 


| an man, when preſſed, 90 /? not help own. 
m actually left 4 
Fon, who had been ſpirited away into Ameri. 

ſoon after his father's death; but faid 
be did not know whether this was the ſame 


ing that the late lord A— 


perſon. 


his information could not fail to wake an 
impreſſion on the humanity of Mr M—, 
who, being acquainted with the genius of e 


wicked party who had poſſeſſed themſelves of 


this unhappy young man's eſtate and honours, 
expreſſed no ſmall anxiety and apprehenſion 
left they ſhould take him off by ſome means or 


other; and even then ſeemed diſpoſed to con- 

tribute towards the ſapport of the friendleſs 
| orphan, and to inquire more circumſtantially _ 
into the nature of the claim. In the mean 
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| time his occaſions called him to France; and 
during his abſence, Mr A——y arrived in 
London, in the month of October 1744. 


Here the clergyman was interrupted by Pe- 


regrine, who ſaid there was ſomething ſo ex- 
traordinary, not to call it improbable, in the 


account he had heard of the young gentle- 


man's being ſent into exile, that he would 


look upon himſelf as infinitely obliged to the 
doctor, if he would favour him with a true 
repreſentation of that tranſaction, as well as 
of the manner in which he arrived and was 
known at the ifland of Jamaica. en 

The parſon, in compliance with our hero's 


requeſt, taking up the ſtory from the begin- 
ning, Mr A 
Arthur late lord bon of A——m, by his 
wife Mary Sh- 
duke of B— 
married on the 21ſt day of July 1706, con- 
trary to the inclination of his mother and all 


y (ſaid he) is the fon of 


d, natural daughter to John 
_ N- by, whom he publicly 


bis other relations, particularly of Arthur late 
—y, who bore an implacable en- 


ſon, did all that lay in his power to traverſe 
che marriage: but finding his endeavours in- 


effectual, he was ſo much offended that he 
would never be perfectly reconciled to lord 


A——m, though he was his preſumptive heir. 


Aer their nuptials, they cohabited together 
in England for the ſpace of two or three years; 
during which ſhe miſcarried more than once: 


and he being a man of levity, and an extrava- 


-_ gant diſpoſition, not only ſquandered away all 


Vor. IV. 5 E E 


218 Tur ApvEN TURES oF. 


that he had received of his wife's for tune, but 


alſo contracted many conſiderable debts, which 
obliged bim to make a precipitate retreat into 


Ireland, leaving his lady behind him in the 


houſe wich his mother and ſiſter; who, ha— 


ving alſo been averſe to the match, had always 


5 


looked upon her with eyes of diſguſt. 


It was not likely that harmony mould long 


ſubſiſt in this family, eſpecially as lady A——m 


was a woman of a lofty ſpirit, who could not 
tamely bear inſults and ill-uſage from perſons, 


who, ſhe had reaſon to believe, were her u e- 


e at heart. Accordingly a miſunder- 


ſtanding ſoon happened among them, which 
was fomented by the malice of one of her liſters. 
in- law: divers ſcandalous reports of her mil— 


conduct, to which the empty pretenſions of a 


vain, wretched coxcomb (who was made ule 


of as an infamous tool for that purpoſe) gave 


a colourable pretext were trumped up, and 
_ tranſmitted, with many falſe and aggravating 
circumſtances, to her huſband in Ireland; who 


being a giddy unthinking man, was ſo much | 
incenſed at theſe inſinuations, that, in the firſt 

tranſports of his paflion, he ſent to his mother | 
a power of attorney, that ſhe might ſue fora | 


| divorce in his behalf. A libel was thereupon 


exhibited, containing many ſcandalous allega- 


tions, void of any real foundation in truth; 
but being unſupported by any manner of 


proof, it was at length diſmiſled with coſts, 


after it had depended upwards of two years. 
Lord A——m, finding himſelf abuſed by 
the milrepreſentations of his mother and 1 
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| iter, diſcovered an inclination to be reconciled 


to his lady: in conſequence of which, the was 
{ent over to Dublin by her father, to the care 


of a gentleman in that city ; in whoſe houſe 


ſhe was received by her huſband, with all the 
demonſtrations of love and enten From 


thence he conducted her to his lodgings, and 
then to his country houſe; where ſhe had the 
misfortune to ſuffer a miſcarriage, through 


fear and refentment of my jord's behaviour 
which was often brutal arid 5 From 
the country they removed to Dublin about the 
letter end of July, or beginning of Auguſt 
1714; where they had not long continued, 


when her ladyfhip was s known to be again with © 
: child; . 
Lord 3 1. a is iſſue being next in 


remainder to tie honours ant eſtate of Arthur 
earl of A— 


—a, was extremely ſolicitous to 
have a ſon, and warned by the frequent mi- 


carriages of his lady, reſolved to curb the na- 


tural impatience and ru! licity of his diſpoſition, 


that ſhe might not, as formerly, ſuffer by his 


outragious conduct. He accord: noly cheriſhed. 
her with uncommon tenderneſs and care; and 


her pregnancy being pretty far advanced, con- 
ducted her to his country-feat, where ſhe was 


ee of Mr A—y, about the letter end 
of April or beginning of May; for none of the 
Vin have been able, at this diſtance, | 
with abſolute certainty, to fix the preciſe time 
of his birth, and there was no regitter kept 3 we -- 
the pariſh: as an additional misfortune, no 


gentlemen on talluon lived in that pariſh; nor 
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did thoſe who lived at any confideratls d. 
ſtance, care to cultivate an acquaintance with 
a man 'of lord A m's ſtrange conduct. 
Be that as it will, the occaſion was celebra. 
ted by his lordſhip's tenants and dependants 
upon the ſpot, and in the neighbouring town 
of New-R—fs, by bone-fires, illuminations and 


other rejoicings; which have made ſuch an 


impreſſion upon the minds of the people, that 
in the place where they happened, and the 
contiguous pariſhes, ſeveral hundred perſons 

have already declared their knowledge and. 
remembrance of this event, in ſpite of the 
great power of the claimant's adverſary in that 
quarter, and the great pains and indirect me. 
thods taken by his numberleſs agents and emil- 
ſaries, as well as by thoſe who are intereſted 


with him, in the event of the ſuit, to corrupt oy 


and {uppreſs the evidence. 

Lord A m, after the birth of his ſon, 
who was ſent ro mane; in the neighbourhood, 
according to the cuſtom of the country, (where 


people of the higheſt diſtinction put their chil- 1 


_ dren out to nurſe into farm-houſes and cab. 
bins) lived in harmony with his lady for the 
| ſpace of two years: but having by his folly and 
_ extravagance reduced himſelf to great diffic ws: 
ties, he demanded the remainder of her for- 

tune from her father the duke of B-—, who 
abſolutely refuſed to part with a hilling-until 
a proper ſettlement ſhould be made on his 
daughter, which, by that time he had put out 


of his own power to make, by his folly and ex. 
and Laxeog 2 
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As her ladyſhip, by her endeavours to re- 


form the oeconomy of her houſe, had incurred 
the diſpleaſure of ſome idle, profligate fellows, 
whohad faſtened themſelves upon her huiband, 
and helped to conſume his ſubſtance, they 
ſezed this opportunity of the duke's refuſal 3 
and in order to be revenged upon the innocent. 


N lady, perſuaded lord A——m, that the only 


means of extracting money from his grace 
would be to turn her away, on pretence of 
infidelity to his bed, for which, they hinted, 
there was but too much foundation. At their 
ſuggeſtions, a molt infamous plan was project- | 


ed; in the execution of which, one P——, a 


poor, unbred, {imple country booby, whom 
they had decoy ed into a ſnare, loſt one of his 
ears, and the injured lady retired that ſame 


ty to New. Rs, where the continued ſeve- 


ral years. She did not, however, leave the 
honfe without ſtruggling hard to carry her 


child along wich her: but far from enjoying 


ſuch indulgence, ſtrict orders were given, that 
the boy thould not, for the future, be brought 


within her fight, This baſe, inhuman treat- 
ment, inſtead of anſwering the end propoſed, 


produced ſnch a contrary effect, that the duke 
of B—, by a codicil to his will, in which he 
reflects upon lord A —m's evil temper, di- 


rected his executors to pay his daughter an 
_ annuity of one hundred pounds, while her 
lord and the ſhould continue to live ſeparate ; 


and this allowance was to ceaſe on lord 5 


Aas death. 
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the child was univerſally known and received 
as the legitimate ſon and heir of her lord, 
whoſe affection for the boy was ſo conſpicuous, _ 
that in the midſt of his own neceſſities, he ne- 
ver failed to maintain him in the dreſs and e- 
quipage of a young nobleman. In the courſe 
of his infancy, his father having often changed 
his place of reſidence, the child was put under 
the inſtructions of a great many different 
ſchoolmaſters, ſo that he was perfectiy well 
known in a great many different parts of the 
kingdom; and his mother ſeized all opportu- 
nities (which were but rare, on account. of 
his father's orders to the contrary) of ſeeing 
and giving him proofs of her maternal tender- 
neſs, until ſhe ſet out for England, after ha- 
ving been long in a declining {tate of health, 
by a paralytical diſorder; upon the conle- 
quence of which, ſuch dependance was placed 
by her inconſiderate huſband, who was by this 
time reduced to extreme poverty, that he ac- 
tually married a woman whom he had long 
kept as a miſtreſs. This creature no ſooner 
underſtood that lady Al — m was departed 
from Ireland, than ſhe openly avowed her 
marriage, and went about publicly with lord 
A m, viſiting his SCQUAINIaEES in the cha- 
racter of his wife. 1 5 
From this æra may be dated the beginning 
of Mr A——y's misfortunes : this artful wo- 


man, who had formerly treated the child with _ 
an appearance of fondneſs in order to ingratiate 


herſelf with the father, now looking upon 
herlelt as ſufficiently eltabliſhed in the famiy, 
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thought it was high time to alter her behavi- 
our with regard to the unfortunate boy; and 
accordingly, for obvious realons, employed a 
thouſand artifices to alienate the heart of the 
weak father from his unhappy offspring; yet, 
notwithſtanding all her inſinuations, nature ſtil 
maintained her influence in his heart; and 
though the often found means to irritate him 
by artful and malicious accuſations, his reſent- _ 
ment never extended farther than fatherly cor- 
rection. She would have found it impoſſible 
to accompliſh his ruin, had not her efforts 
been reinforced by a new auxiliary, who was 
no other than his uncle, the preſent uſurper 
of his title and eſtate; yet even this confede- 
Tacy was over-awed, in fome meaſure, by the 
fear of alarming the unfortunate mother, un- 
til her diſtemper increaſed to a moſt deplorable 
degree of the dead pally, and the death of her 
father had reduced her to a moſt forlorn and 
abject ſtate of diſtreſs. Then they ventured. 
upon the execution of their projects; and 
(though their aims were widely different) con- 
curred in their endeavours to remove the hap- 
leſs boy, as the common obſtacle to both. 
Lord Al——m, who (as I have already ob- 
ſerved) was a man of weak intellects, and ut- 
terly void of any fixed principle of action, be- 
ing by this time reduced to ſuch a pitch of 
miſery, that he was often obliged to pawn his 
wearing apparel, in order to procure the com- 
mon neceſlaries of life; and having no other 
fund remaining, with which he could relieve. 
his preſent neceſſities, except a ſale of the re. 
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verſion of the A——a eſtate, to which the 
non-age of his fon was an effectual bar, he 
was adviſed by his virtuous brother and the 


reft of his counſellors, to ſurmount this diff. 


culty, by ſecreting his fon, and ſpreading a 
report of his death. This honeſt project he 
the more readily embraced, becauſe he knew 


that no act of his could fruſtrate the child's 
ſucceſſion. Accordingly, the boy was re. 


moved from the ſchool at which he was then 
| boarded, to the houſe of one K oh, an a. 
gent and accomplice of the e earl of 


"a 


dead. 


This previous meaſure being aken, lord 


A—m publiſhed advertiſements in the gazetts, 
offering reverſions of the A— a eſtate to 


ſale ; and emiſſaries of various kinds were em- 


ployed, to inveigle ſuch as were ignorant of 
the nature of the ſettlement of theſe eſtates, 
or ſtrangers to the affairs of his family. Some 


people, impoſed upon by the report of the 


child's death, were drawn into purchale, 


thinking themſelves ſafe in the concurrence of 


his lordſhip's brother, upon preſumption that 
he was next in remainder to the ſucceſſion; 
others, tempted by the ſmallneſs of the price, 
(v hich rarely exceeded half a- year's purchaſe, 


as appears by many deeds) though they doubt- 
ed the truth of the boy's being dead, ran 


ſmall riſks on the contingency of his dying be- 


4ore he ſhould be of age, or in hope of his be- 


a, where he was kept for ſeveral 
months cloſely confined; and in the mean 
time, it was induftriouſly reported that he Was 


4 
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ing prevailed upon to confirm the grants of his 
father; and many more were treating with 
him on the ſame notions, when their tranſac- 


tions were ſuddently interrupted, and the 
ſcheme of raiſing more money for the preſent, 
defeated by the unnexpected appearance of 


the boy, who being naturally iprightly and 
impatient of reſtraint had found means to 


break from his confinement, and wandered up 


and down the ſtreets of Dublin, avoiding his 

father's houſe, and chooling to encounter all 
ſorts of diſtreſs, rather than ſubject himſelf a- 
gain to the cruelty and malice of the woman 


who ſupplied his mother's place. Thus de- 


barred his father's protection, and deſtitute 


of any fixed habitation, he herded with all the 
looſe, idle and diſor derly youths in Dublin, 


_ kulking chiefly about the college, ſeveral 
members and ſtudants of which, taking pity 


on his misfortunes, ſupplied him at different 
times with cloaths and money. In this unſet- 
tled and uncomfortable way of life did he re- 


main, from the year 1725, to the letter end 
of November 1727: at Which time his father 
died ſo miſerably poor, that he was TOR 
buried at the public expence. 8 

This unfortunate nobleman was no ſooner 
dead, _ his brother Richard, now earl of 


A , taking advantage of the non- age and 
helpleſs {ituation of his nephew, ſeized upon 


ail the papers of the defunct, and afterwards 


uſurped the title of lord A=—m, to the ſur- 


pPriſe of the ſervants, and at dae who were ac- 


guainted with the affairs of the family. TF his | 
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uſurpation, bold as it was, produced no other 
effect than that of his being inſulted by the 
populace as he went through the ſtreets, and 
the refuſal of the king at arms to enrol the 
certificate of his brother's having died with. 
out iſſue. The firſt of theſe inconveniences 
he bore without any ſenſe of ſhame, though | 
not without repining, conſcious that it would 
3 vaniſh with the novelty of his inva- 
ion; and as to the laſt, he conquered it by 
means well known and obvious. 
Nor will it ſeem ſtrange, that he ſhould 
thus invade the rights of an orphan with im- 
punity, if people will conſider, that the late 
lord A-—m had not only ſquandered away 
| his fortune, with the moſt ridiculous extrava- 
gance, but alſo aſſociated himſelf with low 
company; ſo that he was little known and leſs. 
regarded by perſons of any rank and figure in 
life; and his child, of conſequence, debarred 
_ of the advantages which might have accrued : 
from valuable connexions. And, though it 
Was univerſally known, that lady A——m had 
a ſon in Ireland, ſuch was the obſcurity in 
which the father had lived, during the laſt. 
years of his life, that few of the nobility could 
be ſuppoſed to be acquainted with the parti- 
cular circumſtances of a tranſaction in which 
they had no concern, and which had happen- 
_ed at the diſtance of twelve years before the 
date of this uſurpation. Moreover, as their 


firſt information was no other than common 


fame, the public clamour occaſioned by the 
ſepar: ation might inſpire ſuch as were ſtran- 
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gers to the family-affairs, with a miſtaken no- 
tion of the child's having been born about or 
after the time of that event. The hurry and 
buſtle occaſioned by the arrival of the lord 
lieutenant about this period, the reports in- 


* duftriouſly propagated of the claimant's death, 


the obſcurity and concealinent in which the 
boy was obliged to live, in order to elude the 
wicked attempts of his uncle, might alſo con- 


tribute to his peaceable enjoyment of an empty 


title: and laſtly, lord chancellor W—m, 


whoſe immediate province it was to iſſue writs 


for parliament, was an utter ſtranger in Ire. 


land, unacquainted with the deſcents of fami- 
lies, and coufequently did not examine farther 
than the certificate enrolled in the books of 


the king at arms. Over and above theſe cir- 


cumſtances, which naturally account for the 


ſucceſs of the impoſtor, it may be obſerved 


that the hapleſs youth had not one relation 
alive on the fide of his father, whoſe intereſt 


it was not to forward or connive at his deftruc- - 
tion ; that his grandfather the duke of B 
was dead; and that his mother was then in | 


England, in a forlorn, deſtitute, dying condi- 
tion, ſecreted from the world, and even from 


her own relations, by her woman Mary H, 


Who had a par ticular intereſt to ſecrete her, 
and altogether dependant upon a miſerable 
_ precarious allowance from the dutcheſs of 


molt wretched {lave. 


, to whoſe caprice the Was moreover a 


Notwithſtanding theſe concurring circum- 


| ſtances in favour of the uſurper, he did not 
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think himſelf ſecure while the orphan had any 
chance of finding a friend who would under. 
take his cauſe ; and therefore laid a plan for 


his being kid- napped, and ſent to America as 


a flave. His coadjutor in this humane ſcheme e, 


was a perſon who carried on the trade of tranſ. 
porting ſervants to our plantations, and Was 
deeply intereſted on this occaſion, having for 


a mere trifle, purchaſed of the late lord A—m 


the reverſion of a conſiderable part of the 
A—a eſtate ; which ſhameful bargain was con- 


firmed by the br other, but could never take 


Place unleſs the oy could be  effectually re.. 


. moved. 

Every thing being ſertled with this auxili- 
ary, ſeveral ruffians were employed in fearch 
of the unhappy victim; and the firſt attempt 


that was made upon him, in which his uncle 
perſonally aſſiſted, happening near one of the 


great markets of the city of Dublin, an honelt 
butcher, with the aſſiſtance of his neighbours, 
reſcued him by force from their cruel hands, 
This, however, was but a ſhort reſpite; for 


(though, warned by this adventure, the boy 


ſeldom crept out of his lurking places, with- 
out the molt cautious circumſpection) he was 


in March 1727, diſcovered by the diligence 


of his perſecutors, and forcibly dragged on 
board of a {hip bound for Newcaſtle on Dela- 


ware river in America, where he was ſold as 


a flave, and kept to hard labour, much above 


his age or ſtrength for the ſpace of thirteen 
| years, during which he was transferred from 


one ie perion to another. 
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While he remained in this fervile ſituation, 

he often mentioned to thoſe in whom he 

* thought ſuch confidence might be placed, the 
circumſtances of his birth and title, together 
E with the manner of his being exiled from his 
native country; although, in this particular, 
he neglected a caution which he had received : 
in his paſſage, importing that ſuch diſcovery 
would coſt him his life. Mean while the 
uſurper quietly enjoyed his right; and to thoſe _ 

_ who queltioned him about his brother's ſon, 
conſtantly replied, that the boy had been dead 
for ſeveral years. And Arthur earl of A——a 
” dying in April 1737, he, upon pretence of 
being next heir, ſucceeded to the honours 
| and eſtate of that nobleman. _ 
. The terms of the nephew's bondage, which 8 
bad been lengthened out beyond the uſual 
| time, on account of his repeated attempts to 
= eſcape, being expired in the year 1739, he 
> hired himſelf as a common failor in a trading 
velle] bound to Jamaica; and there, bein 


entered on board of one of his majeſty? o ſhips 
1 under the command of admiral Vernon, open- 
y declared his parentage and pretenſions. 


This extraordinary claim, which made a great 
noile in the fleet, reaching the ears of one 
lieutenant Sn, nearly related to the uſur- 
per's Iriſh wife, ne believed the young gen- 
tleman to be an impoſtor: and thinking it 
was incumbent on him to diſcover the cheat, 
he went on board of the ſhip to which the 
claimant belonged, and having heard the ac- 
count which he gave. of binſelf, was „ not- 
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withſtanding his prepoſſeſſions, convinced of 


the truth of what he alleged. On his return 
to his own ſhip, he chanced to mention this 


extraordinary affair upon the quarter- -deck, 


in the hearing of Mr B-——n, one of the. 


midſhipmen, who had formerly been at ſchool 
with Mr A-—y. This young gentleman 


not only told the lieutenant, that he had been 


—m's ſon, but alſo 
declared that he ſhould kinowe him again, if pot 


greatly altered, as he till retained a perfect 


ſchool. fellow with lord A 


idea of his countenance. 


Upon this intimation, the lieutenant pro- n 


poſed that the experiment ſhould be tried; 


and went with the midthipman on board the 
thip that the claimant was in for that purpoſe, 
After all the ſailors had been aſſembled upon 
deck, Mr B-—n, caſting his eyes around, 
y In the 
crowd, and laying his hand on his ſhoulder, 
4e This is the man,” ſaid he; affirming at the | 
fame time, that white he continued at ſchool _ 
with him, the claimant was reputed and re- 
m's ſon and heir, and 

maintained in all reſpects ſuitable to the dig- 

nity of his rank. Nay, he was, in like man- 


immediately diſtinguiſhed Mr A— 


ſpected as lord A 


ner, recognized by ſeveral other perſons in 
the fleet, who had known him in his infancy. 


Theſe things being reported to the admiral, 
he generouſly ordered him to be ſupplied with | 
neceſſaries, and treated like a gentleman ; and, 
In his next diſpatches, tranſmitted an account 
of the affair to the duke of Newcaſtle, among 


the other tr anſactions of the fleet. 
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the ſtreet by that ſame H- 
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In September or October 1741, Mr krone 


arrived at London; and the firſt perſon to 


whom he applied for advice and aſſiſtance, was 


a man of the law, nearly related to the families 


of A——a and A——m, and well acquainted 
with the particular affairs of each; who, far 
from treating him as a baſtard and impoſtor, 


received him with civility and ſeeming kind- 


neſs, aſked him to eat, preſented him with a 


piece of money, and excuſing himſelf from 


meddling in the affair, adviſed him to go to Ire- 


land, as the moſt proper place for commencing 


« fot for the recovery of his right. ; 
Before the young gentleman had an oppor- 55 


tunity, or indeed any inclination to comply 


with this advice, he was accidentally met in 
-N, who, as 1 
r the firſt 


have mentioned, gave Mr M 


inſight into the affair: this man immediately 
knew the claimant, having been formerly an 
agent for his father, and afterwards a creature 


of his uncle's, with whom he was, not with- 


out reaſon, ſuſpected to be concerned in kid- 
napping and tranſporting bis nephew. Be 


that as it will, his connexions with the uſur- 


per were now brole off by a quarrel, in con- 

ſequence of which he had thrown up his a- 
gency; and he invited the hapleſs ſtranger to 
his houſe, with a view of making all poſſible 
Fi advantage of ſuch a gueſt, 


There he had not long remained when his 


treacherous landlord, tampering with his in- 


experience, effected a marriage between him 


and the n of one of his own fr iends 
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who lodged in his houſe at the ſame time 


but afterwards, ſeeing no perſon of conſe. 


quence willing to eſpouſe his cauſe, he looked 
upon him as an incumbrance, and wanted to rid 


his hands of him accordingly. He remember. 


ed that Mr Mr had expreſſed himſelf 


with all the humanity of apprehenſion in fa. 
vour of the unfortunate young nobleman -_ 


fore his arrival in England ; and being well 


acquainted with the generoſity of his diſpoſi. 


tion, he no ſooner underſtood that he was re- 


turned from France, than he waited upon him 


with an account of Mr A— 


y*s being ſafely 
arrived, Mr M 


and where every good man (as he imagined) 


would make the cauſe his own: and being in- 
formed that the youth was in want of neceſla. 
Ties, he gave twenty guineas to H—n for his 
ule, and promiſed to do him all the ſervice in 


bis power; but had no intention to take upon 


himſelf the whole weight of ſuch an impor. 


tant affair, or indeed to appear in the cauſe, 


until he ſhould be fully and thoroughly ſatis-. 
fed that the claimant's pretenſions were well 


founded. | 
In the mean time, H—n_ infiruating ks 


the young. gentleman was not ſafe in bis 


preſent lodging 0 om the machinations of his 
enemies, M r accommodated him with 


an apartment in hls wat houſe ; where he 


r was ſincerely rejoiced to 

find, that a perſon who had been fo cruelly 
injured, and undergone ſo long and continu- 
ed a ſcene of diſtreſs, was reſtored to a coun- 
try where he was ſure of obtaining juſtice, 


1 as a”. it 
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was at great pains to remedy the defect in his 
education, by rendering him fit to appear as 
a gentleman in the world. Having received 
from him all the intelligence he could give 
relating to his own affair, he laid his caſe 
before counſel, and diſpatched a perſon to 
Ireland to make further inquiries upon the 
ſame ſubject; who, on his firſt arrival in that 
kingdom, found the claimant's birth was as 
publicly known as any circumſtance of that 
kind could poſſibly be at ſo 1 a 8 
of me. 
The uſurper and his friends gave all the 
interruption in their power to any reſearches 
concerning that affair; and had recourſe to e- 
very art and expedient that could be invented, 
to prevent its being br ought to a legal di 6 | 
cuſſion: privilege, bills in chancery, orders 
of court ſurreptitiouſſy and illegally obtained, 
and every other invention was made. ule of to 
bar and prevent a fair and honeſt trial by a ju- 
ry. The uſurper himſelf, and his agents, at 
the ſame time that they formed divers conſpi- 
racies againſt his life, in vain endeavoured to 
derach Mr Mr from the orphan's cauſe by 
innumerable artifices, inſinuating, cajoling and 
miſrepr eſenting with pe ee and 


= PETIEVEFance.. | 


His protector, far from being ſatisfied wich , 
the reaſons, was not only deaf to their re- 
monttrances, but, believing him in danger 
from their repeated efforts, had him privately _ 
conveyed into the country; where an unhap- 
Þy accident. (which he hath ever ſince lin- 
Vol., IV. G s | 
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cerely regretted) furniſned his adverſary with 
a colourable pretext to cut him off in the be- 


| ginning of his career. 


A man happening to loſe his life by the ac. 


cidental diſcharge of a piece that chanced to be 


in the young gentleman's hands, the account of 


this misfortune no ſooner reached the ears of 
his uncle, than he expreſſed the moſt immo- 
derate joy at having found fo good a handle 


for deſtroying him under colour of law. He 
immediately conſtituted himſelf proſecutor, ſet. 
his emiſſaries at work to ſecure a coroner's in- 
queſt ſuited to his cruel purpoſes ; ſet out for 
the place in perſon to take care that the pri- 
ſoner ſhould not eſcape ; inſulted him in jail in 
the moſt inhuman manner; employed a whole 


army of attornies and agents to ſpirit up and 


carry on a moſt virulent proſecution ; practi- 
ſed all the unfair methods that could be in- 


vented, in order that the unhappy gentleman 


ſhould be tr anſported to Newpate, from the 


healthy priſon to-which he was at firſt com- 
mitted ; endeavoured to inveigle him into de- 
ſtructive conſeſſions; and not to mention other 
more infamous arts employed in the affair of 
evidence, attempted to ſurpriſe him upon his 
trial in the abſence of his witnefles and coun- 
fel, contrary to a previous agreement with the 
| proſecutor” s OWN attorney: nay, he even ap- 


| peared in perſon upon the bench at the trial 


in order to intimidate the evidence, and brow- 


beat the unfortunate priſoner at the bar; and 
_ expended above a thouſand pounds in that 


Pt Arenen, In ſpite of all his W ieked eftor ts, 5 
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however, which were defeated by the ſpirit 
and indefatigable induſtry of Mr Mir, the 
young gentleman was honourably acquitted, 
to the evident ſatisfaction of ail the impartial; 


the misfortune that gave a handle for that un- 
natural profecution appearing to demonſtra- 


tion to have been a mere accident. 


In a few months his protector who had now 
© openly elpouled his cauſe, (taking with him 
two gentlemen to witgels his tranſactions) 
conducted him to his native country, with a 


: view to be better informed of the ſtr ength of 
his pretenſions, than he could be by the intel- 


| ligences he had hitherto received, or by the 
claimant's own dark and almoit obliterated 
remembrance of the facts which were ellential 
to be known. Upon their arrival in Dublin, 


application was made to thoſe perſons whom 


Mr A——y had named as his ſchoolmaſters 
and companions, together with the {ſervants 
and neighbours of his father. Theſe, though 
examined ſeparately, without having the leait 
previous intimation of what the claunant had 
reported, agreed in their accounts with him, 
as well as with one another, and mentioned 
many other people as acquainted with the 
r had recourſe, 
and ſtill met with the ſame unvaried informa- 
tion. By theie means he made tuch propreſs 
in his inquiries, that in lets than two months 
no fewer than one hundred perſons from dif- 


ſame facts, to whom Mr M— 


terent quarters of the kingdom, either perlon-— 


ally, or by letters, coinmunicated their know». 
ledge of the claimant, in declarations: coulo- 5 
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nant with one another, as well as with the ac- 
counts he gave of himſelf. Several ſervants 
who had lived with his father, and been decei- 
ved with the ſtory of his death fo mduſtriouwly | 
propagated by his uncle, no fooner heard of 
his being in Dublin, than they came from dif- 
ferent parts of the country to ſee him; and 
though great pains were taken to deceive : 
them, they, nevertheleſs, knew him at firſt 
ſight: ſome of them fell upon their knees to 
thank heaven for his preſervation, embraced 
his legs, and ſhed tears of joy for his return, 


Although the conduct of his adverſary, par- 


ticularly in the above- mentioned proſecution, 
together with the evidence that already ap- 
peared, were ſufficient to convince all man- 
kind of the truth of the claimant's pretenſions, 
Mr M r, in order to be further ſatisfied, 
reſolved to ſee how he would be received u- 
pon the ſpot where he was born; juſtly con- 
cluding, that if he was really an impohor, 
the baſtard of a kirchen-wench produced in a 


country entirely poſſeſſed by his enemy and his 


allies, he muſt be looked upon in that place 
with the utmoſt deteſtation and contempt. 
This his intention was no ſooner known to 
the adverſe party, than their agents and 
friends, from all quarters, repaired to that 
place with all poſſible diſpatch, and uſed all 
their influence with the people, in remon- 
ſtrances, threats, and all the other arts they 
could deviſe, not only to diſcountenance the 
claimant upon his arrival, but even to ſpirit 
up a mob to inſult him, Notwithſtanding 
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about which time lord A 
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theſe precautions, and the ſervile awe and 


ſubjection in which tenants are kept by their 5 


landlords in that part of the country, as ſoon 


as it was known that Mr A y approached 


the town, the inhabitants crowded out in 


great multitudes to receive and welcome him, 


aud accompanied him into town with acclama- 
tions and other expreſſions of joy, infomuch 
that the agents of his adverſary durſt not ew 
their faces. The ſovereign of the corpora- 
tion, who was a particular creature and fa- 
vourite of the uſurper, and whole all depend- 


ed upon the iſſue of the cauſe, was ſo conſci- 


. ous of the ſtra anger? 8 right, od ſo much awed. 


by the behaviour of the people, who knew. 


that conſciouſneſs, that he did not think it 
ſafe, even to preſerve. the appearance of neu- 
reality upon this occaſion, but actually held 


the ſtirrup while Mr Am 


wy diſmounted from 


his horſe. 

This ſenſe of convifticn-i in \ the people mani- 
feſted itſelf ſtill more powerfully, when he re- 
turned to the ſame place in the year 1744, 
a being informed 
of his reſolution, determined again to be be- 


fore-hand with him, and ſet out in perſon 


with his agents and friends, {ome of whom 


were detached before him, to prepare for his 
| reception, and induced the people to meet him 


in a body, and accompany him to town, with 
ſuch expreſſions of welcome as they had be- 
lore beſtowed on his nephew ; but in ſpite of 
all their art and inter eſt, he was ſuffered to pals 


| through the ſtreet 1 in a mournful lilence 5 and 


238 Tux ADVENTURES OF 
though ſeveral barrels of beer were produced 
to court the favour of the populace, they had 


no other effect than that of drawing their ri. 
dicule upon the donor; whereas, when Mr 


A, two days afterwards appeared, all the 
inhabitants, with garlands, ſtreamers, muſic 
and other enſigns of joy, crowded out to meet 
him, and uſhered him into town with ſuch de- 


monſtrations of pleaſure and good will, that 


the noble peer found it convenient to hide 


| himſelf from the reſentment of his-own te- 
nants, the effects of which he muſt have le. 


verely felt, had not he been ſcreened by the 
timely remonſtrances of Mr Mr, and the 


other gentlemen who e his pe | 


| titor. | 


Nor did his apprehenſion vaniſh with the 
tranſaction of this day: the town was again in 


uproar on the Sunday following, when it was 
known that Mr A——y intended to come thi- 
ther, from Dunmain, to church : they went 
. . out to meet him as before, and conducted him 


to the church. door with acclamations, which 


terrified his uncle to ſuch a degree, that he 
fled with precipitation in a boat, and en af- 
ter entirely quitted the place, 


It would be almoſt an endleſs taſk 1 to enu- | 
merate the particular ſteps that were taken 


by one ſide to promote, and by the other to 


delay the trial : the young gentleman's adver- 
faries finding that they could not, by all the 
ſubterfuges and arts they had aſed, evade it, 
repeated attempts were made to aſſaſſinate | 


him and his protector, and every obſtruction 
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r; and, at laſt, 


courage and ſagacity of M- 


the affair was brought to a very ſolemn trial 
at .bar, which being continued, by ſeveral 
adjournments, from the eleventh to the twen- 
ty-fifth day of November, a verdict was 
found for the claimant, by a jury of gentle 


men, which, in point of reputation and pro- 


perty, cannot be ealily paralleled in the an- 

nals of that or any other country; a jury 
that could by no means be ſuſpected of pre- 
poſſeſſions in favour of Mr Any, (to whoſe 
perſon they were abſolute ſtrangers) eſpecial- 

ly if we conſider that a gentleman in their 
neighbourhood, who was nephew to the fore- 
man, and nearly related to ſome of the reſt 
of their number, forfeited a conſiderable e- 
tate by their deciſion. 
This verdi& (ſaid the Pane gave the 
higheſt ſatisfaction to all impartial perſons. 


that were within reach of being truly inform- 


ed of their proceedings, and of the different 
genius and conduct of the parties engaged in 
the conteſt; but more eſpecially to ſuch as 
were in court (as I was) at the trial, and had 
an opportunity of obſerving the characters 
and behaviour of the perſons who appeared 


there to give evidence. To ſuch it was 


very apparent, that all the witneſſes produced 
there on the part of the uncle, were either 
his tenants, dependants, pot- companions, or 


| thrown in the way of his cauſe which craft 
could invent, villainy execute, and undue in- 
fluence confirm. Burt all theſe difficulties 
were ſurmounted by the vigilance, conſtancy, 
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| perſons ſome way of other intereſted in the 
iſſue of the ſuit, and remarkable for a low 
kind of cynning : that many of them were 
perſons of profligate lives, who deſerved no 
credit: that (independent of the levity of 
their characters) thoſe of them who went un. 
der the denomination of colonels, (colonel 
L—fts alone excepted, who had nothing to 
ſay, and was only brought there in order to 85 
give credit to that party) made ſo ridiculous a 
figure, and gave fo abſurd, contradictory ad 
inconſiſtent an evidence, as no court or jury 
could give the leaſt degree of credit to. On 
the other hand, it was obſerved, that the ne- 
phew and Mr . r his chief manager, (be- 
ing abſolute ſtrangers in that country, and 
unacquainted with the characters of the per- 
ſons they had to deal with) were obliged to 
lay before the court and jury ſuch evidence as 
came to their hand, ſome of whom plainly 
appeared to have been put upon them by 
their adverſaries, with a deſign to hurt. —It 
was alſo manifeit, that the witneſſes produced 
for Mr A- 
manner of connexion with him, nor any de- 
pendence whatſoever upon him, to influence 
their evidence; for the far greateſt part of 
tnem had never ſeen him from his infancy, till 
the trial began; and many of them (though 
poor and undignified with the title of colo- 
nels) were people of unblemiſhed character, 
of great ſimplicity, and ſuch as no man in 
his ſenſes would pitch upon to ſupport a bad 
cauſe, — -It is plain that the jury (whote 


y were ſuch as could have no 
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well-known honour, impartiality and penetra- 


tion muſt be revered by all who are acquaint- 


ed with them) were not under the leaſt diffi- 


culty about their verdict; for they were not 
incloſed above half an hour when they re- 


turned with it. — Theſe gentlemen could not 
help obſerving the great inequality of the 
parties engaged, t the great advantages that 


the uncle had in every other reſpect (except 


the truth and juſtice of his cate) over the ne- 


phew, by means of his vaſt poſſeſſions, and 
of his power and influence all round the 


place of his bir th; nor could the contraſt be- 


tween the different genius's of the two par- 


ties eſcape their obſervation. — They could not 
but ſee and conclude, that a perſon who had 
conteſſedly tranſpor ted and ſold his orphan- 
nephew into flavery, who, on his return, 
had carried on ſo unwarrantable and cruel a 
proſecution to take away his life, under co- 
lour of law, and who had alio given ſuch 
_ glaring proofs of his {kill and dexterity in the 
management of witneſſes for that cruel pur— 
pole, was in like manner capable of exerting 


the fame happy talent on this occaſion w hen 


his all was at ſtake ; more eſpecially, as he 
' had ſo many others w ho were equally intereſt- 
ed with himfelf, and whole abilities, in that 


reſpect; fell nothing mort of his own, to ſe- 


cond him in it. The gentlemen of the jury 
| had alſo a near view of the manner in which 


the witneſſes delivered their teſtimonies, and 
had from thence an opportunity of obſerving 


many circumſtances and ee charac- 


* 1. IV. H h 
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teriſtics of truth and falſehood, from which a 
great deal could be gathered, that could not 
be adequately conveyed by any printed ac- 
count how exact ſoever; conſequently, they 
muſt have been much better judges of the e- 
vidence on which they founded their verdict, 
than any perſon who had not the lame op. 
| portunity can poſſibly be. 
Theſe, Mr Pickle, were my ee on 
what 1 had occaſion to obſerve concerning that 
famous trial; and on my return to England 
two years after, I could not help pitying the 
ſelf-ſufficiency of ſome people, who, at this 
diſtance, pretended to pats their judgment 
on that verdict with as great poſitiveneſs, 

if they had been in the ſecrets of the cauſe, or 
upon the jury who tried it; and that from no 

Ber ee than the declamations of lord 
An—a's emiſſaries, and ſome falſified print- 
ed accounts artfully cooked up on purpoſe 
to miſlead and deceive. 
But to return from this digreſſion: lord 
A— a, the defendant in that cauſe, was ſo 
_ conſcious of the ſtrength and merits of his in- 
| Jured nephews cate, and that a verdict would 
go againſt him, that he ordered a writ of error 
to be made out before the trial was ended; 
and the verdi& was no ſooner given, than be 
immediately lodged it, though he well knew 
he had no manner of error to aſſign. This 


expedient was practiſed merely for vexation 


and delay, in order to keep Mr A— 


-y from 


the poſſeſſion of the ſmall eſtate he had reco-'- 


vered by the verdict; that, his ſlender funds 


different branches of the A- 


ſince the death of the late earl of A- 
about the partition of his great eſtate, were 
no firmly united in an aſſociation againſt this 
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being exhauſted, he might be deprived of *. 
ther means to proſecute his right; and, by 


the moſt oppreſſive contrivances 10 ſeanda⸗ 
lous chicanery, it has been kept up to this 


day, without his being able to aſſign the leaſt 
ſhadow of any error. ” 
Lord A—a was not the only Aten 
that Mr A——y had to deal with; all the 
A family, who. 
had been worrying one her at law ever 


a, 


unfortunate gentleman; mutual deeds were 
executed among them, by Which many great 
lord{hips and eſtates were given up by the un- 


cle to perſons who had no right to poſſeſs them, 
in order to engage them to fide with him a- 


ainſt his nephew, in with- holding the unjult 


poſleſſion of the remainder. 


Theſe confederates having held ſeveral cons | 


| ſultations againſt their common enemy, and 
finding that his cauſe gathered daily ſtrength 
ſince the trial, by the acceſſion of many wit- 
neſſes bf figure and reputation, who had not 
been heard of before; and that the only chance 
they had to prevent the ſpeedy eſtabliſhment 
of his right, and their own veltruction, was 


by {tripping Mr Mr of the little money 7 


that yet remained; and ſtopping all further re- 
ſources whereby he might be enabled to pro- 


ceed; they, therefore, came to a determined 
reſolution to carry that hopeful ſcheme into 
execution; and, in purſuance. thereof, e 


Hh 2 
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have left no expedient or ſtratagem, how ex. 


traordinary or ſcandalous ſoever, unpractiſed 
to diſtreſs Mr An——y and that gentleman, 
For that end, all the oppreſſive arts and dil. 
_ tory expenſive contrivances that the fertile in- 


vention of the loweſt pettifoggers of the law 
could poſſibly deviſe, have with g great dexte- 
rity been played off apainſt them in fruitleſs _ 
quibbling, and malicious ſuits, entirely foreign 


ro the merits of the cauſe. Not to mention 
numberleſs other acts of oppreſſion, the mot 


extraordinary and unprecedented proceedings, 
by means whereof this ſham writ of error hath - 
been kept on foot ever ſince November 1743, 


is to me (laid the doctor) a molt flagrant in- 


ſtance, not only of the prevalency of power 


7 and money, (when employed, as in the pre- 


ſent caſe, againſt an unfortunate, helpleſs 
man, diſabled, as he is, of the means of aſ. 
certaining his rizht) but of the badneſs of a 
_ cauſe, that hath recourſe to fo many 111qUit0us 


| expedients to ſupport it. 
In a word, the whole conduct of lord 3 4 


and his party from the beginning to this time, 
hath been ſuch as ſufficiently 1nanifeſts, that 


it could proceed from no other motives than 
a conſciouſneſs of Mr A——y's right, and of 
their own illegal uſurparions, and from a ter- 


Tor of waſting the merits of their caſe to a 


fair diſcuſſion by the laws of their country; 


aud that the intention and main drift of all 
their pr oceedings plainly tends to ſtifle and 


ſnother the merits of the caſe from the know. 


ledge of the world, by oppreſſive arts and in. 


genious delays, rather than truſt it to the can- 


did determination of an honeſt jury. What 


elſe could be the motives of kid. napping the 


claimant, and tranſporting him when an in- 


fant? of the various attempts made upon his 


life ſince his return? of the attempts to diveſt 
him of all aſſiſtance to aſcertain his right, by 
endeavouring ſo ſolicitouſly to prevail on Mr 
r to abandon him in the beginning ? f of - 
retaining an army of counſel, before any ſuit 
had been commenced ? of the many {miſter _ 
attempts to prevent the trial at bar? of the 


M 


various arts made uſe of to terrify any one 
from appearing as witneſs for the claimant, 
and to ſeduce thoſe who had appeared? of 


the ſhameleſs unprecedented, low tricks now | 
practiſed to keep him out of the poſſeſſion of 
that eftate ſor which he had obtained the ver- 
dict, thereby to diſable him from bringing his 
cauſe to a further hearing; and of the at- 


tempts made to buy up Mr M——'s debts, 
and to ſpirit up ſuits againſt him 2 Is it not 


obvious from all theſe circumſtances, as well as 


from the obſtruction they have given to the 
attorney general's proceeding to make a re- 


port to his Majeſty, on the claimant's petition 
to the king for the peerage, which was refer- 
red by his Majeſty to that gentleman, fo far 
back as 1743, that all their efforts are bent to 
that one point of ſtifling, rather than ſuffering _ 
the merits of this cauſe to come to a fair and 
candid hearing ; ; and that the ſole confidera- 
tion at preſent between them and this unfor- 
tunate man is not, W hether he is 9 58 or 
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246 Tux ADVENTURES OF 
wrong, but whether he ſliall or ſhall not find 
money to bring g tis cauſe to a final determina: 
non. 
Lord A 
thinking themſelves ſafe with all theſe expe- 
dientz, while there was a poſſibility of their 
antagoniſt's obtaining any aſhiſtance from ſuch 


as humanity, compaſſion, generoſity or a love 


of juſtice, might induce to lay open their pur. 
ſes to his aſſiſtance, in aſcertaining his right, 


have, by themſelves and their numerous emil. 
ſaries, employed all the arts of calumny, flin- 


der and detraction againſt him, by traducing 
his cauſe, vilifying his perſon, and molt baſe. 


ly and cruelly tearing his character to pieces, 


by a thouſand miſrepreſentations, purpoſely 


invented and induſtrioully propagated in all 


places of refort, which is a kind of cowardly af. 
ſaſſination that there is no guarding againſt: 
yet, in ſpite of all theſe machinations, and the 
ſhameful indifference of mankind, who ſtand 
aloof unconcerned, and ſee this unhappy gen- 
tleman moſt inhumanly oppreſſed by the weight 
of lawleſs power and faction, Mr, far 
from ſuffering himſelf to be dejected by the 
multiplying difficulties that crowd upon him, 


ſtill exerts himſelf with amazing fortitude. 


and afſhduity, and will (I doubt not) bring 


the affair he began and carried on with ſo 
much ſpirit, while his finances laſted, to an 


happy concluſion. 


It would exceed the bounds of my inten- 
tion, and perhaps treſpaſs too much upon 
your time, were I to enumerate the low art 
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fices and ſhameful quibbles, by which the u- 


ſurper has found means to procraſtinate the 
deciſion of the conteſt between him and his 


hapleſs nephew, or to give a detail of the da- 
mage and perplexity, which Mr M—— has 


ſuſtained and been involved in, by the esch 
ery and ingratitude of ſome who liſted them 
ſelves under him in the proſecution of this af. 


fair, and by the villainy of others, who, un- 


der various pretences of material diſcoveries 


they had to make, &c. had faſtened them- 
ſelves upon him, and continued to do all the 
miſchief in their power, until the cloven foot 
was detected. 


_ One inſtance, however, is fo flagrantly fla f 
gitious, that I cannot reſiſt the inclination 1 
feel to relate it, as an example of the moſt in- 
fernal perfidy chat perhaps ever entered the 
human heart. I have already mentioned the 
n acted in the beginning of 
M— 's connexion with the unfortunate 
n lay 
under many obligations to that gentleman, be. 


ſtranger, and hinted that the ſaid H 


fore Mr A——y's arrival in England. He 
had been chief agent to Lord A——y, and as 


it afterwards appeared, received ſeveral pay- 
ments of a fecret penſion which that lord en- 
joyed, for which he either could not, or 


would not account. His lordſhip, therefore, 


in order to compel him to it, took out writs 
againſt him, and his houſe was continually 
ſurrounded with catchpoles for the OT of 


two whole years. 


Mr * believing, from H— 
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248 Tk ADVENTURES or 
account of the matter, that the poor man was 
greatly injured, and proſecuted on account of 
his attachment to the unhappy young gentle- 
man, did him all the good offices in his power, 
and became ſecurity for him on ſeveral occa- 
ſions: nay, ſuch was his opinion of his inte. 
grity, that after Mr A——y was cleared of 
the proſecution carried on againſt him by his 
uncle, his perſon was truſted to the care of 
this hypocrite, who delired that the young 
_ gentleman might lodge at his houſe for the 
convenience of air, M 's own 1 OCccaltons 
calling him often into the country. 9 
Having thus, by his e eee diſſimula— 
tion, acquired och a valuable charge, he 
wrote a letter to one of W A—y's attornies, 
offering to betray Mr An——ey, provided his 
lordſhip would ſettle his account and give him 
a diſcharge for eight hundred pounds of the 
penſion which he had received and not :c- 
counted for. Mr M—— informed of this 
treacherons propoſal immediately removed his 
lodger from his houſe into his own, without 
aſſigving his reaſons for ſo doing, until he | 
was obliged to declare it, in order to free him- 
ſelf from the importunities of H- n, who 
earneſtly ſolicited his return. T1 15 miſcreant 
= finding himſelf detected and diſappointed | in his 
villainous deſign, was fo much enraged at his 
miſcarriage, that, forgetting all the benefits 
he had received from M for a ſeries of 
years, he practiſed all the miſchief that his 
malice could contrive againit him; and at 
length entered into a _confecer vey wich one 


3 a 


. 


G. 


{wore that Mr M- 
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pretences of being able to wks material dif. 


coveries, and otherwiſe to ſerve the cauſe, 
had found means to be employed i in ſome ex- 
tra- buſineſs relating to it, though their real | 


intention was to betray the claimant. 


Theſe confederates in conjunction with fs 
other auxiliaries of infamous characters, being 
informed that Mr M 
of ſecuring a conſiderable ſum to enable him 
to proſecute Mr An 


y's right, and to bring 
it to a happy concluſion, contrived a deep laid 


ſcheme to diſappoint him in it, and at once to 
ruin the cauſe, And previous meaſures being 


taken for that wicked purpoſe, they impoſed 


upon the young gentleman's inexperience and 
credulity, by infinuations equally falſe, plau- 
fible and malicious; to which they at length 
gained his belief, by the mention of ſome cir- 
cumſtances that gave what they alleged an air 
of probability, and even of truth. They 
had taken out an action 
againſt him for a very large ſum of money; 


that they had actually ſeen the writ : that the 


intention of it was to throw him into priſon 
for life and ruin his cauſe, in conſequence of 
an agreement made by him with lord A 
and bis other enemies, to retrieve the money 

thar he had laid out in the cauſe. 
T bis plauſible tale was enforced with ſoeh 
an air of truth, candour and earneſt concern 
for his ſafety, and was ſtrengthened by fo 
many imprecations, and corroborating circum- 


Vor. C11 


y, and ſeveral other abandoned 1 
wretches, who, as before ſaid, under various 


was on the point 
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250 Tu Apyvxxrugks or 
ſtances of their invention, as would have ſtag- 
gered one of much greater experience and 
knowledge of mankind than Mr A——ey could 
be ſuppoſed to have at that time. The notion 
of perpetual impriſonment, and the certain 
ruin they made him believe his cauſe was 
threatened with, worked upon his imagination 
to ſuch a degree, that he ſuffered himſelf to 
be led like a lamb to the ſlaughter, by this 
artful band of villains, who ſecreted him at the 
lodgings of one Pr—nt—ce, an intimate of 
G-—y's, for ſeveral days, under colour of 
his being hunted by bailiffs employed by Mr 
 M-—, where he was not only obliged by 
them to change his name, but even his wife 
was not ſuffered to have acceſs to him. 
Their deſign was to have fold him, or 
drawn him into a ruinous compromiſe with his 
adverſaries, for a valuable conſideration to 
chanfelves, But as no ties are binding among 
ſuch a knot of villains, the reſt of the conſpi- 
rators were jockied by G—ſt—ey ; who, in 
order to monopolize the advantage to bimſelf, 
hurried his prize into the country, and ſecret- 
ed him even from his confederates, in a place 
of concealment one hundred miles from Lon— 
don, under the ſame ridiculous pretence of 
 M——s having taken out a writ againſt him, 
and of bailiffs being in purſuit of him ar 
where round London. 
He was no ſooner there than 8 as 

a previous ſtep to the other villainy he intend- 
ed, tricked him out of a bond for fix thouſand 
pounds, under colour of his having a perſon 


immediate fund for carrying on his cauſe; aſ- 


ſuring him, at the ſame time, that he had 


aà ſet of gentlemen ready, who were willing to 
advance twenty-five thouſand pounds more for 
the fame purpoſe, and to allow him five hun- 


dred pounds a-year for his maintenance, 'till 
his cauſe ſhould be made an end of, provided 
- ſhould have no further con- 


that Mr M- 
cern with him or his cauſe. 


Mr A 


own, together with his fortune, in his cauſe, 


uni he thould firſt be certain of the truth of 8 
what was alleged of bim, and abſolutely re- 


jected the propolal.  G—lt—ey who had no 
other view. in making it than to cover the 


| ſecret viliainy he meditated againſt him, and 


to facilitate the execution thereof, eaſily re- 
ceded from it, when he found Mr A——ey 


ſo averte 10 it and undertook nevertheleſs to 
_ raiſe the money; adding, that be might, if 
whenever 
it was ſecured. The whole 820 of this pre- 
tended under taking to raite the twenty-ſive 
| thouſand pounds, was only to lay a founda- 


he pleated, return to Mr M 


tion for a dextrous contrivance to draw Mr 
A 
deed, ee all his right and title, 
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ready to advance the like ſum upon it, as an 


= ey, having by this time received 
ſome intimations of the deceit that had been 
put upon him, made anſwer, that he ſhould 
look upon himſelf as a very ungrateful mon- 

ſter, indeed, if he deſerted a perſon who had 

| ſaved his life and fo generoutly ventured his 


ey unwacily into the execution of 2 
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252 THE ADVENTURES OF 


under a notion of its being a deed to ſecure 
the repayment of that ſum. . 
G—ſt—ey having, as he imagined, ſo fer 
paved the way for the execution of ſuch a_ 
deed, enters into an agreement with an agent 
employed for that purpoſe by Mr A—ey's ad- 
verſaries, purporting, that in conſideration of 
the payment of a bond for {1x thouſand pounds, 
Which he, - penis 6 had, as he pretended, 
laid out in Mr A——ey's cauſe, and of an an- 
nuity of ſeven hundred pounds a- ear, he was 
to procure for them from Mr A ey a deed 
ready executed, relinquiſhing all right and ti- 
tle to the An—ey eſtate and honours, Every 
thing being prepared for the execution of this 
infernal ſcheme, unknown to Mr A——ey, 
_ G—it—ey then thought proper to fend for 
him to town from his retirement, in order, as 
he pretended, to execute a ſecurity of twenty- 
live thouſand pounds, 
This intended victim to that villain's avarice 

no ſooner arrived in town, full of hopes of 
money to carry on his cauſe, and of agreeably 
ſurpriſing his friend and protector Mr M 
with fo ſeaſonable and unexpected a rein- 
forcement, than an unforeſeen difficulty aroſe, 
concerning the payment of G- ſt—ey's ſix 
| thouſand pound bond. That money was to 
have been raiſed out of the eſtate of a lunatic, 
which could not be dene without the leave of 
the Court of Chancery, to whom an account 
muſt have been given of the intended applica- 
tion of it. While preparations were making 
to realy this omiſlion, G—it—ey immediately 
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means or other. 


In the mean time, this wicked machination 
was pr ovidentially diſcovered by Mr M 


before it could be carried into execution, by 
means of the jealouſies that aroſe among the 


conſpirators themſelves; and was, at the ſame 
time, confirmed to him by a perſon whom the 
very agent for the An—ey party had intruſt- 


r no ſooner de- 


ed with the ſecret, M- 


tected it than he communicated his diſcovery. 
to one of Mr A—ey's counſel, a man of great 


worth ; and immediately thereupon. took pro- 


per meaſurcs to defeat it. He then found 
means to lay open to Mr A—ey himſelf, the 
treacherous ſcheme that was laid for his de- 
ſtruction; he was highly ſenlible of it: and 
could never afterwards reflect on the ſnare 


that he had fo unwarily been drawn into, and 
had ſo narrowly eſcaped, without a mixture 


of horror, ſhame and gr atitade to his deli- 


verer. 


The r 1 of the monſters 


who webe engaged in this plot, after they had 


been detected, and upbraided with their trea- 


chery, 1 is ſcarce to be paralleled ; for they not 


oy owned the fact of ſpiriting Mr A——ey 
away, in the manner above mentioned, but 
 Juitified their doing it as tending to his Ker vice, 
They alſo maintained, that they had actually 
fecured the twenty- five thouſand pounds for 
him, th ough they never could name any one 
perſon who was to have advanced the moneys 


carried Mr Am—ey again into the country, left 
he ſhould happen to be undeceived by ſome 
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No man was more active in this ſcheme than 
— n; nor any man more ſolicitous to keep 
Mr A-—ey up in the falſe impreſſions he 
had received, or in projecting methods to ruin 
his protector, than he. 


Among many other expedients for that pur. 
poſe, a moſt malicious attempt was made to 
lodge an information againſt him, for treaſon. 


able practices, with the ſecretary of itate, not- 
_ withſtanding the repeated proofs he had given 
of his loyalty ; and as a preparatory ſtep to his 


accuaſation, a letter, which this traitor dic. 


tated, was copied by another perſon, and ac. 
tually ſent to the earl of C— d importing, 
that the perſon who copied the letter had an 


affair of conſequence to communicate to his 


lordſhip, if he would appoint a time for re. 
ceiving the information. But that perſon, 
upon full conviction of the villainy of the 
ſcheme, abſolutely refuſed to proceed further 
in it; fo that his malice once more proved a- 
bortive: and before he had time to execute 


any other contrivance of the ſame nature, he 


was impriſoned in this very Jail for debt. 


Here, finding his creditors inexorable, and 
himſelf deſtitute of all other reſource, he made. 
application to the very man whom he had in- 
jured in ſuch an outrageous manner, ſet fe 


his deplorable caſe in the molt pathetic terms, 
and entreated him, with the moſt abject humi- 


Iity, to uſe his influence in his behalf. The 
diftreſs of this varlet immediately diſarmed 


Mr of his retentment, and even excited 


his compaſſion. Without ſending any anſwer 
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to his remonſtrances, he interceded for him 


with his creditors; and the perſon to whom 
he was chiefly indebted, refuſing to releaſe 
him without ſecurity, this unwearied benefac- 


tor joined with the priſoner in a bond for a- 
bove two hundred and forty pounds, for which 


he obtained his releaſe, 


He was no ſooner diſcharged, however, 
than he entered into freſh combinations with 
G and others, in order to thwart his de- 
liverer in his ſchemes of raiſing money, and 
_ otherwiſe to diſtreſs and deprive him of liber- 
ty; for which purpoſe no art or mduſtry 
(perjury not excepred) hath been ſpared. And, 
what is ſtill more extraordinary, this perfidi- ä 
ous monſter having found money to take up 
the bond, in conſequence of which he regain- 
ed his freedom, hath procured a writ againſt 
M——r upon that very obligation; and ta- 
ken aſſignments to ſome other debts of that 


gentleman, with the ſame chriſtian intention. 
But, hitherto, he hath by ſurpriſing lagacity 


and unſhaken reſolution, baffled all their in- 


fernal contrivances, and retorted ſome of their 
machinations on their own heads. At this 
time when he is ſuppoſed by ſome, and re- 
preſented by others, as under the circum- 


ſtances of oblivion and deſpondence, he pro- 
_ ceeds in his deſign with the utmoſt calmneſs 
and intrepidity, meditating ſchemes and ripen- 


ing meaſures that will one day confound his 


enemies and attract the notice and admiration 


of mankind,” Wn 
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Peregrine having thanked the prieſt for his 
obliging information, expreſſed his ſurpriſe at 
the ſcandalous inattention of the world to an 
affair of ſuch importance: obſerving, that by 
ſuch inhuman neglect, this unfortunate young 
gentleman Mr A——ey, was abſolutely depri. 
ved of all the benefit of ſociety ; the ſole end 
of which is, to protect the rights, redreſs the 
grievances, and promote the happineſs of in. 
dividuals. As for the character of M 
he ſaid it was ſo romantically ſingular in al 
its circumſtances, that, though other motives 
were wanting, curioſity alone would induce 
him to ſeek his acquaintance : but he did not 
at all wonder at the ungrateful returns which 
had been made to his generoſity by H n., 
and many others, whom he had ſerved in a 
manner that few, beſides himſelf, would have 
done; for he had been long convinced of the 
truth conveyed | in theſe lines of a celebrated 
Italian author: 


Ii bencficii, che per la loro grandezza, non 
puonno Her guiderdonati, con la ſcelerata mone- 
ta dell' ingratitudine, ſono pagati. 


The ſtory which you have related of that 
young gentleman (ſaid he) bears a very ſtrong 
_ reſemblance to the fate of a Spaniſh noble- 
man, as it was communicated to me by one of 
his own intimate friends at Paris. The coun- 
teſs d' Alvarez died immediately after the birth 
of a fon, and the huſband ſurviving her but 
three years, the child was left ſole heir to bis 
honours and eſtate, under the guardianſhip of 


many children. This inhuman relation, co- 


veting the wealth of his infant ward, for med, 
_ a deſign againſt the uſe of the helpleſs orphan,” 
and truſted the execution of it to his valet de 


chambre, who was tempted to undertake the 
murder by the promiſe of a conſiderable re- 


ward. He accordingly ſtabbed the boy with 


| a knife, in three different places on the right- 
ſide of his neck: but, as he was not uſed to 


ſuch barbarous attempts, his hand failed in 
the performance; and he was ſeized with ſuch 
_ remorſe, that, perceiving the wounds were 


not mortal, he carried the hapleſs victim to 
the houſe of a ſurgeon by whoſe care they 


were healed ; and in the mean time, that he 
might not forfeit his recompence, found means 
to perſuade his employer that his orders were 


performed. A bundle being made up for the 


purpoſe, was publicly interred as the body of 
the child, who was ſaid to have been ſudden- 
ly carried off by a convulſion ; and the uncle, 
Without oppoſition, ſucceeded to his honours 
and eſtate, The boy being cured of his hurts, 


was, about the age of ſix, delivered, with a 
ſmall ſum of money, to a merchant juſt em- 


barking for Turkey; who was given to un- 


derſtand that he was the baſtard of a man of 


quality; and that for family reaſons 1 it Was ne- 


8 ceſſary to conceal his birth. 
While the unfortunate or hes 1 in 


this deplorable ſtate of bondage, all the children 
of the uſurper died one after another; and he 
bimſelf being taken dangeroblly ill, attributed 
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is uncle, who had a ſmall fortune and a great 
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all his afflictions to the juſt judgment of God, 
and communicated his anxiety on that ſubject 
to the valet de chambre who had been em. 
ployed in the murder of his nephew. That 
domeſtic, in order to quiet his maſter's con- 
ſcience, and calm the perturbation of his ſpi- 
rits, confeſſed what he had done, and gave 
him hopes of ſtill finding the boy by dint of 
induſtiy and expence. The unhappy child 
being the only hope of the family of Alvarez, 
the uncle immediately ordered a minute 1nqui- 
ry to be ſet on foot; in conſequence of which 

he was informed, that the orphan had been fold 
to a Turk, who had afterwards transferred 
him to an Englth merchant by whom he was 
conveyed to London. 

An expreſs was immediately diſpatched. to 
this capital, where he underſtood that the un- 
happy exile had, in conſideration of his faith- 
ful ſervices, been bound apprentice to a French 
barber. ſurgeon; and after he had ſufficiently 
qualified himſelf in that profeſſion, been recei— 
ved into the family of the count de Gallas, at 
that time the emperor's embaſſador at the 
court of London. From the houſe of this 
nobleman he was traced into the ſervice of 
count d'Oberſtoff, where he had married his 
| lady's chamber. maid, and then gone to lettle 
as a ſurgeon in Bohemia, 

In the courſe of theſe inquiries feral years 
elapſed; his uncle, who was very much at- 

tached to the houſe of Auſtria, lived at Bar- 
celona, when the father of this empreſs queen 
reſided in that city, and lent him a very con- 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 259 
ſiderable ſum of money in the moſt preſſing 
emergency of his affairs ; and when that prince 
was on the point of returning to Germany, 
the old count finding his end approaching, 
ſent his father confeſſor to his majeſty, with a 
circumſtantial account of the barbarity he had 


_ practiſed againſt his nephew, for which he 


implored forgiveneſs, and begged he would 
give orders that the orphan, when found, 
ſhould inherit the dignities and fortune which 
he had unjuſtly uſurped,  * 

His majeſty aſſured the old man, that he 
mipht make himſelf eaſy on that ſcore, and 
ordered the confeſſor to follow him to Vienna, 
immediately after the count's death, in order 
to aſſiſt his endeavours in finding out the inju- 
red heir, The prieſt did not fail to yield o- 


bedience to this command: he informed him 


ſelf of certain natural marks on the young 
count's body, which were known to the nurſe 
and women who attended him in his infancy 
and with a gentleman whom the emperor or- 
dered to accompany him, ſet out for Bohemia, 
where he ſoon found the object of his inqui- 
ry, in the capacity of major domo to a noble- 


man of that country, he having quitted his 


profeſſion of ſurgery for that office. 

le was not a little ſurpriſed, when he 
| found himſelf circumſtantially catechiſed a- 
bout the particulars of his life, by perſons 
_ commiſſioned for that purpoſe by the emperor, 
He told them, that he was abſolutely igno— 
rant of his own birth, thongh he had been 
informed, during his reſidence in Turban, 
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that he was the baſtard of a Spaniſh grande, 
and gave them a minute detail of the pilgti— 


mage he had undergone. This informas ion 
agreeing with the intelligence which the prieſt 


had already received, and being corroborated 
by the marks upon his body, and the very 
ſcars of the wounds which had been inflicted 


upon him in his infancy, the confeſſor, with- 
out further heſitation, ſaluted him by the 
name of count d' Alvarez, grandee of Spain, 
and explained the whole ee of his for- 
tune. 


If he was agreeably amazed at this expla- 


nation, the caſe was otherwiſe with his wife, 
who thought herſelf in great danger of being 
abandoned by an huſband of ſuch high rank ; 


but he immediately diſpelled her appr ehen 


ſion, by aſſuring her, that as ſhe had ſhared 


in his adverſity, ſhe ſhould alſo partake of his 


good fortune. He ſet out immediately for 


Vienna, to make his acknowledgments to the 
emperor, who favoured him with a very gra- 


cious reception, promiſed to uſe his influence, 
fo that he might enjoy the honours and eſtate 
of his family ; and in the mean time, acknow- 


ledged himſelf his debtor for four hundred 
thouſand florins, which he had borrowed 
from his uncle. He threw himſelf at the 
feet of his auguſt protector, expreſſed the 


moſt grateful ſenſe of his goodneſs, and beg- 


ged he might be permitted to ſettle in ſome of 


his imperial majeſty's dominions. 
This requeſt was immediately granted ; be 
was allowed to purchaſe | land in any part of 
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the hereditary dominions of the houſe of Au 
ſtria, to the amount of the ſum I have men- 
tioned ; and made choice of the country of 
Ratibor in Sileſia, where in all probability, 
he ſtill reſides? ects EE ORR 
Peregrine had ſcarce finiſhed this narrative, 
when he perceived Mr Mir {lp ſomething _ 
into the hand of the young man with whom 
he had been converſing at the other end of 
the room, and riſe up from the table in order 
to take his leave. He at once underſtood the 
meaning of this conveyance, and longed for 
an opportunity to be acquainted with ſuch a 
rare inſtance of primitive benevolence ; but 
the conſciouſneſs of his preſent ſituation hin- 
dered him from making any advance, that 
might be conſtrued into forwardneſs or pre- 
ſumption. me a Ee 


HA. XCVII. 

He is ſurpriſed with the appearance of Hatch 
way and Pipes, who take up their habitation 
in his neighbourhood, contrary to his inclina- 


nion and expreſs deſire. 


PD EING now regularly initiated in the 
mytteries of the Fleet, and reconciled in 
ſome meaſure to the cuſtoms of the place, he 
began to bear the edge of reflection without 
wincing ; and thinking it would be highly im- 
prudent in him to defer any longer the pur- 
poles by which only he could enjoy any eaſe _ 


262 Tun ApvenTurEs Or 

and ſatisfaction in his confinement, he reſolved 
to reſume his taſk of tranſlating, and every 
week compoſe an occaſional paper, by way of 
revenge upon the miniſter, againſt whom he 
had denounced eternal war. With this View 
he locked himſelf up in his chamber, and 
went to work with great eagerneſs and ap. 
plication ; when he was interrupted by a 
ticket-porter, who, putting a letter in his 
hand, vaniſhed in a moment, before he had 
time to peruſe the contents. 

Our hero, opening the. billet, was not a 
little ſurpriſed to find a bank- note for fifty 
pounds, incloſed in a blank ſheet of paper; 
and having exerciſed his memory and penetra- 
tion on the ſubject of this unexpected wind-. 
fall, had Jon concluded, that it could come 
from no other than the lady who had ſo kind- 

ly viſited him a few days before, when bis 
ears were ſuddenly invaded by the well known 
ſound of that whiſtle which always hung a- 
bout the neck of Pipes, as a memorial of his 
former occupation. This tune being perform- 
ed, he heard the noiſe of a wooden leg a- 
ſcending the ſtair : upon which he opened his 
door, and beheld his friend Hatchway with 
his old ſhip- mate at his back, 

After a cordial ſhake of the hand, with the 

uſual falutation of What chear,” coulin 

Pickle ?*” honeſt Jack ſeated himſelf without 

ceremony; and caſting his eyes around the a- 
- - partment, ** Split my topſtay-fail! (faid he, with 
an arch ſneer) you have got into a ſnug bir th, 

couſin, Here you may lit all weathers, with: 5 
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out being turned out to take your watch, and 


and no fear of the fhip's dragging her ali 


You ha'n't much room to tpare, 'tis true: 


an' J had known as how you ſtowed fo cloſe, 


Tom ſhould have flung my own hammock for 


you, and then you mought have knocked down 


this great lubberly hurricane houſe. Bur, 


may hap, you turn in double, and ſo you 
don't chuſe to truſt . and your —. to 


a clue and canvas.” 
| Pickle bore his jokes with great good hu- 


mour, rallied him in his turn about the dairy- 


maid at the garrilon, inquiring about his 
friends in the country, aſked if he had been 
to viſit his niece, and finally, expreſled a de- 
fire of knowing the caule of his journey to 


London. The lieutenant ſatisfied his curioſity 
in all theſe particulars; and in anſwer to the 
laſt queſtion, obſerved, that from the informa- 


tion of Pipes, underſtanding be was land- lock- 
ed, he had come from the country in order 
to tow him into the offing. I know not 
how the wind fits (faid he) ; but if ſo be, as 


three thouſand pounds will bring you clear of 


the cape, ſay the word, and you fhan't lie 


v ind. bound another glaſs for want of khe 


money, vi 
This was an offer which four eagle, | in our 


hero's ſituation, would have altogether re- 
fuſed ; eſpecially as he had all the reaſon in the 
world to believe, that, far from being a vain, 
unmeaning compliment, it was the genuine 
tribute of friendſhip, which the lieutenant 
would have willingly, ay, and with th pleatur e, 


— 


— — 
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paid. Nevertheleſs, Peregrine peremptorily 
refuſed his aſſiſtance, though not without ex- 
preſſing himſelf in terms of acknowledgment 
ſuitable to the occaſion. He told him it would 
be time enough to make ule of his generolity, 


when he ſhould find himſelf deſtitute of all o. 
ther reſource. Jack employed all his rheto- 
ric, with a view of perſuading him to take 


this opportunity to procure his own enlarge. 
ment; and finding his arguments ineffectual, 
inſiſted upon his accepting an immediate fupply 


for his neceſſary occaſions; ſwearing with 


great vehemence that he woald never return 


to the garriſon, unleſs he would put him upon 
the footing of any other tenant, and receive 


his rent accordingly. 
Our young gentleman as poſitively ſwore, 
that he never would conſider him in that light; 


remonſtrating that he had long ago ſettled the 


houſe upon him for life, as a pledge of hes 
own eſteem, as well as in conformity with the 
commodore's defire ; and beſeeching him to 
return to his uſual avocations, proteſting that, 


if ever his {ituation ſhould ſubject him to the 


neceſſity of borrowing from his friends, Mr 


Hatchway ſhould be the firſt man to whom he 


would apply himſelf for fuccour. To con- 


vince him that this was not the caſe at preſent, 


he produced the bank-note, which he had re- 
ceived in the letter, together with his own 
ready money; and mentioned ſome other funds 


which he invented extempore, in order to a- 
muſe the lieutenant's concern. In the cloſe 
of.this expoſtulation, he defired Pipes to con- 
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perm him to ſtay in that place, 


The two ſailors were no ſooner gone, jg 
he took up the pen and wrote the following 
letter, in which he incloſed the bank- note, to 


his gener ous Venefatktr els: 


Man AM, 


youu humanity is not more ingenious 

I than my ſuſpicion. In vain you attempt to 
_ impoſe upon me by an act of generoſity which 
no perſon upon earth, but your ladyſhip, is 
capable of committing. Though your name 
was not ſubſcribed on the paper, your ſenti- 
ments were fully diſplayed in the contents, 


which I muſt beg leave to reſtore, with the 


lame ſenſe of gratitude, and for the fame rea- 
Tons I exprefled, when I had the honour to 
converſe with you upon this ſubject, Though 
J am deprived of my liberty by the villainy 


and ingratitude of mankind, I am not yet de- 


ſtitute of the other conveniences of life; and, 
therefore, beg to be excuſed for 1 incurring an 
unneceſſary addition to that load of obligation 

you have already laid upon, 


Madam, 
Your ladythip s moit devoted, 
Humble ſervant, . 


Vol. IV. LL 
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duct Mr Hatchway to the coffee-houſe, where 
| he might entertain himſelf with the news- 
papers for half an hour; during which he 
would put on his cloaths, and beſpeak ſome- 
thing for dinner, that they might enjoy each 
other's company as long as his occaſions would 
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Having dreſſed himſelf, and repaired to 
the place of appointment, he diſpatched thi; 


epiſtle by the hands of Pipes, who was order. 1 


ed to leave it at her ladyſhip's houſe without 
ſtaying for an anſwer; and in the mean time 
give directions for dinner, which he and his 
friend Hatchway ate very chearfully in his 
own apartment, after he had entertained him 
with the fight of all the curioſities in the 
place. During the repaſt, Jack repeated his 
kind offers to our adventurer, who declined 
them with his former obſtinacy, and begged 
he might be no more importuned on that ſub- 
ject; but, if he inſiſted upon giving fome freſh 
proofs of his friendihip, he might have an op- 
portunity of exhibiting it in taking Pipes un- 
der his care and protection; for nothing ai- 


fected him ſo much as his inability to provide 85 


for ſuch a faithful adherent. 
The lientenant deſired he would give him- _ 
ſelf no trouble upon that ſcore; he being, of 
his own accord, perfectly well diſpoſed to be. 
friend his old ſhip mate who ſhould never 
want while he had a ſhilling to ſpare. But 
he began to drop {ome hints of an intention to 
fix his quarters in the Fleet, obſerving, that 
the air ſeemed to be very good | in that place, 
and that he was tired of living in the country. 
What he ſaid did not amount to a plain decla- 
ration, and therefore, Peregrine did not an— 
ſwer it as ſuch, though he perceived his drift; 
and took an opportunity of deſcribing the in- 

conveniences of the place, in ſuch a manner, 
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as he hoped would deter him from putting 
{ach an extravagant plan in execution. | 

This expedient, however, far from anſwer. _ 
ing the end propoſed, had a quite contrary 
cite, and furniſhed Hatchway with an ar gu- 
ment againſt his own unwillingneſs to quit 
tuch a diſagreeable place. In all probability, 
Jack would have been more explicit, with re- 
zard to the ſcheme he had propoſed, if the 
converſation had not been interrupted by the 
arrival of Cadwallader, who never failed in 
the performance of his diurnal viſit, Hatch- 
way, conjecturing that this ſtranger might 
have ſome private buſineſs with his friend, 
cuitted the apartment, on pretence of taking 
a turn: and meeting Pipes at the door, de- 
lired his company to the Bare, by which | 
name the open ſpace is diſtinguiſhed ; where, 
during a courſe of perambulation, theſe two 
companions held a council upon Pickle : in 
conſequence of which it was determined, 
lince he obſtinately perſiſted to refuſe their 
afliftence, that they thould take lodgings in 
his neighbourhood, with a view of being at 
hand to miniſter unto his occaſions, in ſpite of 
his falſe delicacy, accor ding to the czar gomey 
of his affairs. 

This reſolution being 1 they conſulted. 
the bar-keeper of the coffee- houſe about lod- 
ging, and the directed them to the warden; 
to whom the lieutenant, in his great wiſdom, 
repreſented himſelf as a kinſman to Peregrine, 
who, rather than leave that young gentleman 
by himſelf to the unavoidable dilcomforts of a 
„ a 
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priſon, was inclined to keep him company, 
till ſuch time as his affairs could be put in or- 
der. This meaſure he the more anxioully 
deſired to take, becauſe the priſoner was 
ſometimes ſubject to a diſordered imagination, 
upon which occaſion he ſtood in need of extra- 
ordinary attendance; and therefore, he (the 

lieutenant) entreated the warden to accommo- 
date him with a lodging for himſelf and his 
ſervant, for which he was ready to make any 


reaſonable acknowledgment. The warden, | 


who was a ſenſible and humane man, could 
not help applauding his reſolution ; and feve- 
ral rooms being at that time unoccupied, he 
put him immediately in poſſeſſion of a couple, 

which were forthwith prepared for his Tecep- 
en. 

This ie being ſettled to his atiafaGiion, 
he diſpatched Pipes for his portmanteau ; and 
returning to the coffee-houſe, found Pere- 
grine, with whom he ſpent” the remaining 


part of the evening. Our hero, taking 3: 


for granted that he propoſed to ſet out for 
the garriſon next day, wrote a memorandum 


of ſeme books which he had left in that habi- 


tation, and which he now deſired Jack to 
ſend up to town by the waggon, directed for 
Mr Crabtree. He cautioned him againlt gi- 
ving the leaſt hint of his misfor tune in the 
neighbourhood, that it might remain as long 
as poſlible concealed from the knowledge of 
his fiſter, (who, he knew, would afflict her- 
ſelf immoderately at the news) nor reach the | 


ul and triumph over his diſtreſs. 


Hatchway liſtened to his injunctions with 


Treat attention, and promiſed to demean him- 


ſelf .accordingly : then the diſcourſe ſhifted to 
an agreeable recapitulation of the merry 
ſcenes they had formerly acted together; and 
the evening being pretty far advanced, Pere. 
grine, with ſeeming reluctance, told him that 


the gates of the Fleet would in a few minutes 


be ſhut for the night, and that there was an 
abſolute neceſſity for withdrawing to his lod- 
ging. Jack replied, that he could not think 
of parting with him ſo ſoon, after ſuch a long 
ſeparation; and that he was determined to 
ſtay with him an hour or two longer, if he 


ſhould be obliged to take up his lodging in 


the ſtreets. Pickle, rather than diſoblige his 


gueſt, indulged him in his deſire, and reſol- 


ved to give him a fhare of his own bed. A 
pair of chickens and ſparagus were beſpoken _ 
for ſupper, at which Pipes attended with an 
air of internal ſatisfaction ; and the bottle was 
bandied about in a jovial manner till midnight, 
when the lieutenant roſe up to take his leave, 


obſerving, that being fatigued with riding, 
he was inclined to turn in. Pipes upon this 


ANION, produced a lanthorn ready light. 


and Jack, ſhaking his entertainer by the 


Ee, withed him good-night, and promiled to 


viſit him again betimes in the morning. 
Peregrine, imagining that his behaviour 


| proceeded from the wine, which he had plen- 


 Uhully drank, cold him, that if he was dilpo- 
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ears of the reſt of the family, who would ex- 
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ſed to ſleep, his bed was ready prepared in 
the room, and ordered his attendant to un. 


dreſs his maſter ; upon which Mr Hatch: way 
gave him to underſtand, that ne had no occa- 
ſion to incommode his friend, having already 


provided a lodging for himſelf : and the young 


gentleman demanding an explanation, he 
frankly owned what he had done, faying, 
„ Vou gave me ſuch a diſmal account of the 


place, that I could not think of leaving you in 


it without company.” Our young gentleman, 


who was naturally impatient of benefits, and 


| forefaw that this uncommon inſtance of Hatch- 
 way's friendſhip would encroach upon the 
plan which he had formed for his own ſubſiſt. 

ence, by engroſſing his time and attention, ſo 


as that he ſhould not be able to proſecute his 


labours; cloſeted the lieutenant next day, and 
demonſtrated to him the folly and ill conſe- 
quences of the ſtep he had taken. He ob- 
ſerved, that the world in general would * 
upon it as the effect of mere madneſs; and, 
his relations were fo diſpoſed, chey at 
make it the foundation for a ſtatute of lunacy 
againſt him; that his abſence from the garri- 
| ſon muſt be a very great detriment to his pri- 
vate affairs; and, laitly, that his preſence in 


the Fleet would be a very great hindrance to 


Pickle himſelf, whoſe hepe of regaining his 


liberty altogether depended upon his being 
detached from all company and interruption. 
To theſe remonſtrances Jack replied, that, 


as to the opinion of the world, it was no 
more to him than a rotten ner-line ; and if 
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his relaions had a mind to have his upper- 
works condemned, he did not doubt but he 
ſhould be able to ſtand the ſurvey without 
| heing declared unſit for ſervice ; that he had 
no affairs at the garriſon but ſuch as would 
keep cold; and with regard to Pickle's being 
interrupted by his preſence, he gave him his 
word, that he would never come along. ſide 
of him, except when he ſhould give him the 
ſignal for holding diſcourſe. In concluſion, 
he ſignified his reſolution to ſtay where he 
was, at all events, without making himſelf 
accountable to any perſon whatſoever, _ 

| Peregrine ſeeing him determined, deſiſted 
from any further importunity ; reſolving, . 
however, to tire him out of his plan by re- 
ferve and ſupercilious negle& ; for he could 
not bear the thought of being ſo notoriouſly 
diſobliged by any perſon upon earth. With 
this view he quitted the lieutenant, upon 
ſome {light pretence ; after having told him 
that he could not have the pleaſure of his 
company at dinner, becauſe he was enga- 
ged with a particular club of his fellow. pri- 
n_<_ „„ nos 
Jack was a ſtranger to the punctilioes of be- 
haviour, and therefore did not take this de- 


claration amiſs; but had immediate recourſe 


to the advice of his counſellor Mr Pipes, who 

propoſed that he ſhould go to the coffee- houſe 
and kitchen, and give the people to under- 
ſtand that he would pay for all ſuch liquor 
and proviſions as Mr Pickle ſhould order to be 
lent to his own lodging. This expedient was 
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immediately practiſed; and, as there was to 
credit in the place, Hatchway depoſited a ſum 
of money, by way of ſecurity, to the cook 
and the vintner, intimating, that there was 
a neceſſity of taking that method of befriend- 
ing his coufin Peregrine, who was ſubject to 
ſtrange whims that rendered it impoſſible to 
ſerve him any other way. 

In conſequence of theſe ene it 
was that ſame day rumoured about the Fleet, 
that Mr Pickle was an unhappy gentleman 
diſordeted in his underſtanding ; and that the 
lieutenant was his near relation, who had ſub. 
jected himſelf to the inconvenience of living 
in a jail, with the ſole view of keeping a ſtrict 
eye over his conduct. This report, however, 
did not reach the ears of our hero till the next 
day, when he ſent one of the runners of the 
Fleet, who attended him, to beſpeak and pay 
for a couple of pullets, and ſomething elſe 
for dinner, to which he had already invited 
his friend Hatchway, in hope of being able 
to perſuade him to retire into the country, at- 
ter he had undergone a whole day's mortifi- 
cation in the place. The meſſenger returned 
with an aſſurance, that the dinner ſhould be 


made ready according to his directions, and 


reſtored the money, obſerving that his kinſ- 
man had paid for what was beſpoke. 
Peregrine was equally ſurpriſed and dicguſt- 
ed at this information, and reſolved to chide 
the lieutenant ſeverely for his unſeaſonable 
treat, which he conſider ed as a thing repug- 
nant to his reputation. Mean while, he dil- 
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patched his attendant for wine to the coffee- 


houſe, and finding his credit bolſtered up in 
that place by the ſame means, was enraged at 


the preſumption of Jack's friendſhip. He 


queſtioned the valet about it with ſuch mani. 


feſtation of diſpleaſure, that the fellow, afraid 
of diſobliging ſuch a good maſter, frankly 
communicated the ſtory which was circulated 
at his expence. The young gentleman was 


ſo much incenſed at this piece of intelligence, 


that he wrote a bitter expoſtulation to the lieu- - 
tenant, wherein he not only retracted his in- 
vitation, but declared that he would never 
convert with him w hile he ſnould remain 


within the place. 


Having thus obeyed the Adee of bie an- 


ger, he gave notice to the cook, that he ſhould 


not have occaſion for what was ordered. Re- 


pairing to the coffee-houſe, he told the land- 
lord, that whereas he underſtood the ſtranger 


with the wooden leg had prepoſſeſſed him and 


others with ridiculous notions, tending to bri ing 
the ſanity of his intellects in queſtion; and to 


confirm this imputation, had, under the pre- 


tence of conſanguinity, undertaken to defray 


his expences, he could not help (in juſtice to 


Himſelf) declaring, that the ſame perſon was, 
in reality, the madman, who had given his 


| keepers the ſlip; that, therefore, he (the 
landlord) would not find his account in com- 
plying with his orders, and encouraging him 
to frequent his houſe ; and that, for his own 
part, he would never enter the door, or fa- 
vour him with the leaſt trifle of his cuſtom, i if 
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ever he ſhould for the future find himſelf an- 
ticipated in his So by that unhappy lu- 
natic. 

The vintner was confounded at this retorted 
charge: and, after much perplexity and deli- 
beration, concluded, that both parties were 
diſtracted; the ſtranger in paying a man's 
debts againſt his will, and Pickle, in bein 
. at ſuch for wardneſs of friendſhip. 


CHAP. XCIX. 


Theſe aſſiciates commit an aſſault upon Cr abtree, 
for which they are baniſhed from the Fleet, 


Peregrine begins to feel the effects of as: 
ment, 


O R adventurer having dined at an ordi- 

nary, and in the afternoon retired to 
his own apartment, as uſua}, with his friend 
Cadwallader ; Hatchway and his allociate, af. 
fer they had been obliged to diſcuſs the provi- 
ſion for which they had paid, renewed their 
conference upon the old ſubject. Pipes giving 


bis meſs- mate to underſtand, that Peregrine's 


chief confident was the old deaf batchelor, 
whom he had ſeen at his lodging the precede- 
| ing day. Mr Hatchway, in his great penetra- 
tion, diſcovered, that the young gentleman's 
obſtinacy pr oceeded from the advice of the 
Miſanthrope, whom, for that reaſon, it was 
their buſineſs to chaſtiſe. Pipes entered into 
this opinion the more willingly, as he had 2 
along believed the ſenior to be a fort of » 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 275 
zard, or fome caco demon, whom it was not 
very creditable to be acquainted with. In- 
deed, he had been inſpired with this notion 
by the inſinuations of Hadgi, who had former- 
ly dropped ſoine hints touching Crabtree's pro- 
found knowledge in the magic art; mention— 
ing, in particular, bis being poſſeſſed of tbe 
philoſopher? s ſtone; an aſſertion to which Tom 

had given implicit credit until his maſter was 
ſent to priſon for debt, when he could no 
longer ſuppoſe Cadwallader lord of ſuch a 
valuable ſecret, or elſe he would have cer- 
tainly procured the enlar n of his moſt 
intimate friend. | 
© With theſe ſentiments he eben PR re- 
ſentment of Hatchway. They determined to 

ſeize the ſuppoſed conjuror, with the firſt op- 
portunity on his return from his viſit to Pere— 
grine, and without heſitation exerciſe upon 
him the difcipline of the pump. This“ plan 
they would have executed that ſame evening, 
had not the miſanthrope luckily withdrawn 
himſelf by accident before it was dark, and 
even before they had intelligence of his re- 
treat. But next day they kept themſclves- 
upon the watch till he appeared, and Pipes 
lifting his hat as Crabtree paſſed, © O damn 
ye old Danny (ſaid he) you and I muſt grap- 

ple by ana bye; and a 'gad I thall lie fo near 

your quarter, that your ear-ports will let in 

the found, tho'f They are e double caulked with 

oak hum.“ 
The miſant! 1rope 's ears were not quite 3 


faſt cloſed, but that they received this intima- 
M m 2 
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tion ; which, though delivered in terms that 
he did not -underſtand, had ſuch an effect 
upon his apprehenſion, that he ſignified his 
doubts to Peregrine, obſerving, that he did 
not much like the looks of that ſame ruffian 
with the wooden leg. Pickle aſſured him he 
had nothing to fear from the two ſailors, who 
- _ have no caule of reſentment againſt him; 
or, if they had, would not venture to take a- 
9 ſtep which they knew mult block up all the 
avenues to that reconcilement about which 
they were ſo anxious; and moreover, give 
ſuch offence to the governor of the place, as 
would infallibly induce him to expel them both 
from his territories. 

Notwithſtanding this aſſurance, the young 
gentleman was not fo confident of the lieute- 
nant's diſcretion, as to believe that Crabtree's 
fears were altogether without foundation; he 
forthwith conjectur ed that Jack had taken um- 
brage at an intimacy, from which he found 
himſelf excluded, and im puted his diſgrace to 
the inſiuuations of Cadwaliader, whom, in all 

likelihood, he intended to punith for his ſup- 
Pfoled advice. He knew his friend could ſu- 
ſtain no great damage from the lieutenant's 
reſentment in a place which he could immedi. 
ately alarm with his cries, and therefore with- 
ed he might fall into the ſnare, becauſe it 
would furniſh him with a pretence of com- 
Flaint; in conſequence of which the ſailors 
would be obliged to ſhift their quarters, to as 
that he ſhould be rid of their company, i 
Which he at preſent could ſind no 3 


— — 
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Every thing happened as he had foreſeen ; 
the miſanthrope, in his retreat from Pere- 
grine's chamber, was aſſaulted by Hatchway 
and his aſſociate, who ſeized him by the collar 
without ceremony, and began to drag him 
towards the pump, at which they would have 
certainly complimented him with a very diſa- 
greeable bath, had not he exalted his voice in 
ſuch a manner, as in a moment brought a 
number of the inhabitants, and Pickle himſelf, 
to his aid. The aſſailants would have perſiſt⸗ 
ed in their deſign, had the oppoſition been 
ſuch as they could have faced with any pollt- 
bility of ſucceſs : nor did they quit their prey 
before a dozen at Jeaft had come to his reſcue, 
and Peregrine, with a menacing aſpect and air 
of authority, commanded his old valet to with- 
draw: then they thought p- oper to ſheer off, 
and betake themſelves to E quarters, while 
our hero accompanied the affrighted Cadwal- 
lader to the gate, and exhibited to the warden 
a formal complaint againſt the rioters, upon 
whom he retorted the charge of lunacy, which 
was ſupported by the evidence of twenty per- 
ſons, who had been eye: witneſſes of the N 
committed againlt the old ge ntleman. 
The governor, in conſequence of this in- 
formation, ſent a meſſige to Mr Hatchway, 
warning him to move his lodging next day on 
pain of | being expelled, The lieutenant, con- 
tumacioull/ refuling to comply with this 3 Intl- 
mation, was in the morning, while he amuſed 
himſelf in walking upon the Bare, ſuddenly 
ſurrounded by the conſtables of me court, 
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who took him and his adherent priſoners be. 
fore they were aware, and delivered them into 
the hands of the turnkeys, by whom they were 
immediately diſmiſſed, and their baggage con- 
veyed to the fide of the ditch. 

This expulſion was not performed without 
an obſtinate oppolition on the part of the delin- 
queuts, who, had they not been ſurpriſed, 
_ wonld have ſet the whole Fleet at defiance, 
and, in all probability, have acted divers tra- 
gedies, before they could have been over- 
powered. Things being circumſtanced as they 
were, the lieutenant did not part with his 
conductor, withont rweaking his noſe by way 
of farewell; and Pipes, in imitation of ſuch 
2 laudable example, communicated a token of 
remembrance, in an application to the ſole cye 
of his attendant, who ſcorning to be out-done 
in this kind of courtely, returned the compli. 7 
ment with ſuch good will that Tom's organ 
performed the office of a multiplying gla!s. 
_ Theſe were mutual hints for (tripping; and 
accordingly each was naked from the wait 
upwards in a trace. A ring of butchers from 
the market was immediately formed; a couple 
of the reverend Flamens, who, in morning 
gowns, ply for marriages in thar quarter of the 
town, conſtituted themſelves ſeconds and um- 
pires of the approaching conteſt, and the bat- 
tle began without further pr eparation. The 
combatants were, in point of ſtrength and agt- 
lity, pretty equally matched; bot the jailor | 
had been regularly trained to the art of 
N bruiſing: he had more than once finalized 
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himſelf in public, by his proweſs and ſkill in 
this exerciſe, and loſt one eye upon the ſtage 
m the courſe of his exploits. This was a 
misfortune of which Pipes did not fail to take 
the advantage: he had already ſuſtained ſe- 


veral hard knocks upon his temples and jaws, 


and found it impracticable to ſmite his antago- 
niſt upon the victualling office, ſo dextrouſly 
was it defended againſt aſſault. He then chan- 
ged his battery, and being ambi- dexter, raiſed 
ſuch a clatter upon the turnkey's blind ſide, 
that this hero, believing him left-handed, 
converted his attention that way, and oppoſed | 
the unenlightened ſide of his face to the right- 
hand of Pipes, which being thus unprovided 
againſt, ſlily beſtowed upon him a peg under 
the fifth rib, that in an inſtant laid him ſenſe. 
leſs on the pavement, at the feet of his con- 
queror. Pipes was congratulated upon his 
victory, not only by his friend Hatchway, 
but alſo by all the by-ſtanders, particularly 
the prieſt who had eſpouſed his cauſe, and 
now invited the ſtrangers to his lodging i in a 
neighbouring ale-houſe, where they were en- 
tertained ſo much to their liking, that they de- 
termined to ſeek no other habitation while 
they ſhould continue in town: and notwith- 
ſtanding the diſgrace and diſcouragement they 


bad met with in their endeavours to ſervfe 


our adventurer, they were ſtill reſolved to 
perſevere in their good offices, or, in the vul- 
gar phraſe, to ſee him out. 
While they ſettled themſelves in this mans Y 
ner, and acquired familiar connexions round 
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all the purlieus of the ditch, Peregrine found 
himſelf deprived of the company of Cadwalla- 
der, who ſignified by letter, that he did not 
chuſe to hazard his perſon again in viſiting 
him, while ſuch aſſaſſins occupied the avenues 
through which he mult paſs; for he had been 
at pains to inquire into the motions of the ſea. 
men, and informed himſelf exactly of the har- 
bour in which they were moored. 
Our hero had been fo much accuſtomed to 
the converſation of Crabtree, which was alto- 
ether ſuitable to the ſingularity of his own 
diſpoſition, that he could very ill afford to be 
debarred of it at this juncture, when almoſt 
every other ſource of enjoyment was ſtopped. 
He was, however, obliged to ſubmit to the 
hardſhips of his ſituation ; and as the charac- 
ters of his fellow-priſoners did not at all im- 
prove upon him, he was compelled to ſeek for 
ſatisfaction within himſelf, Not but that he 
had an opportunity of converting with fome 
people, who neither wanted ſenſe nor were 
deficient in point of principle; yet there ap- 
peared in the behaviour of them all, without 
exception, a certain want of decorum, a ſqua- 
lor of ſentiment, a ſort of jailiſh caſt contracted 
in the courſe of confinement, which diſguſted 
the "delicacy of our hero's obſervation, He, 
therefore, detached himſelf from their parties 
as much as he could, without giving offence 
to thoſe among When he was obliged to live, 
and reſumed his labours with incredible eager- 
nefs and perſeverance, his ſpirits being Jup- 
Ported by the ſuccels of lome ſevere Philippics, 
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which he occaſionally publiked againſt the au- 
thor of his misfortune, 

Nor was his humanity. unemployed i in he 
vacations of his revenge: a man mult be void 
of all ſympathy and compaſſion, who can reſide 
among ſo many miferable objects, without feel. 
ing an inclination to relieve their diſtreſs. E 
very day almoſt preſented to his view ſuch 
lamentable ſcenes, as were moſt likely to at- 
tract his notice and engage his benevolence. 
Reverſes of fortune, attended with the moſt _ 
deplorable circumſtances of domeſtic woe, were 
continually intruding upon his acquaintance z 
his ears were invaded with the cries of the 
hapleſs wife, who, from the enjoyment of af- 
 Hnence and pleaſur e, was forced to follow her 
huſband to this abode of wretchedneſs and 
want; his eyes were every minute aſſailed 
with the naked and meagre appearances of 
hunger and cold; and his fancy teemed with 
a thouſand aggravations of their miſery. 

Thus ſituated, his purſe was never ſhut 
while his heart remained open. Without re- 
flecting upon the flendernels of his ſtore, he 
exerciſed his charity to all the children of di- 
ſtreſs, and acquired a popularity which, though 
. pleaſing, was far from being pr ofitable. 1 | 
ſhort, his bounty kept no pace with his cir- 
| cumſtances, and in a little time he was utterly 
exhauſted. He had recourſe to his book-ſel- 
ler, from whom, with great difficulty, he ob- 
tained a {mall reinforcement ; and immediately 
.. relapſed into the ſame want of retention. He 


Was conſcious of his infirmity, and found it in- : 
Vor. IV. N 1 hte 


282 . ApVEN TURES or 


<vrable : he forſaw that by his own induſtry 
he ſhould never be able to defray the expence 

of theſe occaſions; and this reflection ſunk 
deep into his mind. The approbation of the 
public, which he had earned or might acquire, 

ke a cordial often repeated, began to loſe its 

effect upon his imagination; his health ſuffer. 
ed by his ſedentary life and auſtere application; 
his eye-ſight failed, his appetite for ſook him, 
bis ſpirits decayed; ſo that he became melan- 
choly, liſtleſs, and altogether incapable of pro. 
ſecuting the only means he had left for his 
ſubſiſtence; and (what did not at all contribute 
to the alleviation of theſe particulars) he was 
given to- underſtand by his lawyer, that he 
had loſt his cauſe, and was condemned in 


_ coſts, Even this was not the moſt mortifying 


piece of intelligence he received; he at the 
fame time learned that his bookſeller was 
\- bankrupt, and his friend Crabtree at the po: 
of death. 

Theſe were comfortable conſiderations to a 
youth of Peregrine's diſpoſition, which was 
ſo capricious, that the more his miſery in- 
_ creaſed, the more haughty and inflexible he 
became. Rather than be beholden to Hatch- 
way, who {till hovered about the gate, eager 
for an opportunity to aſſiſt him, he chooſed to 
undergo the want of almoſt every convenience 
of life, and actually pledged his wearing ap- 
pearl to an Iriſh pawn- broker in the Fleet 
for money to purchaſe thoſe things, without 
which he muſt have abſolulely periſhed, He 
. was gradually irritated by his misfortunes into 
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2-rancorous reſentment againſt mankind in ge- 
neral, and his heart ſo alienated from the en- 
joyments of life, that he did not care how | 
ſoon be quitted his miſerable exiſtence. Tho? 
he had ſhocking examples of the viciſſitudes of 
fortune continually before his eyes, he could 
never be reconciled to the idea of living like his 
fellow. ſufferers in the molt abject degree of 
dependance. If he refuſed to accept of fa- 
vours from his own allies and intimate friends, 
whom he had formerly obliged, it is not to 
be ſuppoſed that he would liſten to propoſals 
of that kind from any of his fellow. priſoners, 
with whom he had contracted acquaintance: 
he was even more cautious than ever of incur- 
ring obligations; he now ſhunned his former 
mels. mates, in order to avoid diſagreeable 
tenders of friendſhip. Imagining that he per- 
ceived an inclination in the clergyman, to learn 
che ſtate of his finances, he diſcouraged and 
declined the explanation, and at leagta ſeclu- 


ded himſelf from all ſociety. 


CHAP. c. 


He receives an unexpected viſit ; and the ers 5 
of misfortune begin to ſeparate. 


; WW HILE he pined in this forlorn condi- _ 
5 tion, with an equal abhorrence of the 
world, and himſelf, captain Gauntlet arrived 
in town, in order to employ his intereſt for 
promotion in the army; and in conſequence of 
bis wiſe's particular delice, made it his buli 5 
= N n 2 = 
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neſs to inquire for Peregrine, to whom he 
longed to be reconciled even though at the 
expence of a flight ſubmiſſion. But he could 
hear no tidings of him at the place to which 
he was directed; and, on the ſuppoſition that 
our hero had gone to reſide in the country, 
applied himſelf to his own buſmeſs, with 
intention to renew his inquiries after that 
affair ſliould be tranſacted, He communi- 
cated his demands to his ſuppoſed patron, 
who had aſſumed the merit of making him a- 
captain, and been gratified with a valuable 
preſent bn that conſideration; and was cajo- 
led with hopes of ſucceeding in bis preſent 
aim, by the ſame intereſt. | 
Mean while he became . with one 
of the clerks belonging to the war. office, 

Whoſe advice and affiſtance, he was told, 
would be a furtherance to bis ſcheme. As he 
had occaſion to diſcourſe with this gentleman 
upon the circumſtances of his expectation, he 
Jearned, that the nobleman, upon whom he 
depended, was a perſon of no conſequence in 
the ſtate, and altogether incapable of aſſiſting 
him in his advancement. At the ſame time, 
his counſellor expreſſed his ſurpriſe that cap- 

_ tain Gauntlet did not rather intereſt in his 
cauſe the noble peer, to whoſe good offices 
he owed his laſt commiſſion. = 

This remark introduced an explanation, by 
which Godfrey diſcovered, to his infinite aſto- 
niſhment, the miſtake in which he had conti- 

nued ſo long with regard to his patron; 
though he could not divine the motive which 
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induced a nobleman, with whom he had no 
acquaintance or connexion, to interpole his 
influence in his behalf. Whatloever that 
might be, he thought it was his duty to make 
his acknowledgment; and for that purpoſe 
went next morning to his houſe, where he 
was politely received, and given to under- 
ſtand, that Mr Pickle was the perſon to 
whole een hy he was indebted for his laſt 
promotion. 
Ine preſſible were the tranſports of grati- 
tude, affection and remorſe, that took poſſeſ- 
ſion of the ſoul of Gauntlet when this my- 
ſtery was unfolded, ** Good heaven! (cried. 
he, lifting up his hand) have I lived fo _ 
in a ſtate of animolity with my benefactor? 
I intended to have reconciled myſelf to bim, ; 
at any rate, before I was ſenſible of this obli- 
gation ; but now I ſhall not enjoy a moment's: 
quiet until I have an opportunity: of expr eſling 
to him my ſenſe of his heroic friendſhip. 
preſume, from the nature of the favour con- 
ferred upon him, in my behalf, that Mr 
Pickle is well known to your lordſhip : mand I 
ſhould think myſelf extremely happy, if you 
could inform me in what part of the country 
he is to be ſound: for the perſon with whom 
he lodged, ſome time ago, could give me no 
intelligence of his motions.” 
The nobleman, touched with this inflance 
of generous ſelf-denial in Peregrine, as well 
as with the ſenſibility of his friend, lamented 
the unhappineſs of our hero, while he gave 


Gauntlet to > underſtand that he had been long ” 
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diſordered in his intellects, in conſequence of 
having {quandered away his fortune; and that 
his creditors had thrown- him into che Fleet. 
priſon: but whether he ſtill continued in that 
confinement, or Was releaſed from his misfor- 
tunes by death, his lordſhip did not en, be 
cauſe he had never inquired. _ 

Godfrey no fooner received this intimation, 


than (his blood boiling with grief and impati. 


ence) he craved pardon for his abrupt depar. 
ture; then quitting his informer on the in- 
Rant, reimbarked in his hackney-coach, and 
ordered himfelf to be conveyed directly to 
the Fleet. As the vehicle proceeded along 


one ſide of the market, he was ſurpriſed with 


the appearance of Hatchway and Pipes, who 
ſtood cheapening collyflowers at a green-ſtall, 
their heads being caſed in worſted night-caps, 
half covered with their hats, and a ſhort to- 
bacco- pipe in the mouth of each. He was 
rejoiced at ſight of the two ſeamen, which he 
took for an happy omen of finding his friend : 
and ordering the coachman to ſtop the car- 
riage, called to the lieutenant by his name. 
Jack replying with an Hilloah, looking behind 
him, and recognizing the face of his old ac- 
quaintance, ran up to the coach with great 
eagerneſs. Shaking the captain heartily by 
the hand, % Odds heart! (ſaid he). I am 
glad thou haſt fallen in with us; we ſhall now 
be able to find the trim of the veſſel, and lay 
her about on Yather tack. For my ovn 
part, I have had many a conſort in my time, 


that is, in the way of good fellowlhip, and 1 
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always made ſhift to ware 'em at one time or 


another; but this headſtrong toad will neither 
obey the helm nor the ſheet ; and, for aught 


Tknow, will founder where beides at anchor.“ 
Gauntlet, who conceived part of his mean- 


ing, alighted immediately; and being con- 


f ducted to the ſailor's lodging, was informed of 


every thing that had paſſed between the lieu- 
-tenant and Pickle. He, in his turn, commu- 


nicated to Jack the diſcovery which he had 


made, with regard to his commiſſion; at which 


the other gave no ſigns of ſurpriſe: : but ta- 
king the pipe from his mouth, Why, look 
ye, captain (ſaid he) that's not the only good 


turn you have owed him. That ſame money 


you received from the commodore, as an old 
debt, was all a ſham contrived by Pickle for 
your ſervice; but a' wool drive under 8 


bare poles, without ſails and rigging, or 


: meſs of proviſion. on board, rather than Ag 


the ſame affiftance from her man.” 


Godfrey was not only amazed, but chagrin- 


ed at the knowledpe of this anecdote ; which 
gave umbrage to his pride, while it ſtimula- 


ted his defire of doing ſomething in return for 
the obligation. He inquired into the preſent 

circumſtances of the priſoner; and under- 
ſtanding that he was indiſpoſed, and but in- 


differently provided with the common neceſ- 


aries of life, though till deaf to all offers of 
aſſiſtance, began to be extremely concerned at 


. the account of his ſavage obſtinacy and pride, 
which would, he feared, exclnde him from 
: the Nee of relieving him in his. diſtreſs. 


. . 7—ͤv Fa 4 x — — 
. ç—＋—§[ð—jÜ%—— = IO > . 
» = __ —__ 1 — — — — - 
— — — - — 
———. 


——— 


2 ——— 


— 
2 — — — — 


— —— —— 


— 
rer 


288 Tax ADVENTURES or 


However, he reſolved to leave no expedient 
untried that might have any tendency to ſur. 
mount ſuch deſtructive prejudice; and, enter- 
ing the jail, was directed to the apartment of 
the wretched priſoner. He knocked ſoftly at 


- 


the door, and when it was opened, ſtarted 
back with horror and aſtoniſhment ; the figure 
that preſented itſelf to his view, was the re- 
mains of his once happy friend; but ſo miſer- 
ably altered and diſguiſed, that his features 


were ſcarce cognizable. The florid, the 


fſprightly, the gay, the elevated youth, Was 


now metamorpholed. into a wan, dejected, 


- meagre, ſqualid ſpectre; the hollow. eyed re- 
preſentative of diltemper, indigence and de- 


ſpair: yet his eyes retained a certain ferocity, 


which threw a diſmal gleam athwart the clou- 


dineſs of his aſpect, and he, in- ſilence, vie w- 
. ed his old companion with a look betokenin 


confuſion and diſdain. . As for Gauntlet, he 


could not, without emotion, behold ſuch a 
: woeful reverſe of fate, in a perſon-for whom 
he entertained the nobleſt ſentiments of friend- 
- ſhip, . gratitude and eſteem : his ſorrow was at 


firit too big for utterance, and he ſhed 2 


flood of tears before he could pronounce one 
\ word. 


Peregrine, : in ſpite of his 3 


l could not help being affected with this uncom- 
mon teſtimony of regard; but he ſtrove to 
ſtifle his ſenſations; . his brows contracted _ 
: themſelves into a ſevere fr own ; his eyes kind- 
led into the appearance of live coals: he wa- 


ved with his hand, in ſignal for Godfrey to be 
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gone, and leave ſuch a wretch as him to the 
miſeries of his fate; and finding nature too 
| ſtrong to be ſuppreſſed, uttered a deep groan 
and wept aloud. 

The ſoldier, ſeeing bim thus melted; un- 
able to reſtrain the ſtrong impulle of his affec- 
tion, ſprung towards, and claſping him in his 
arms, © My deareſt friend and belt benefac- 
tor (ſaid he), I am come hither to humble 
myſelf for the offence I was ſo unhappy as to 
give, at our laſt parting; to beg a reconcilia- 

tion, to thank you for He eaſe and affluence 
I have enjoyed through your means, and to 
reſcue you, in ſpite of yourſelf, from this me- 
ace ſituation - of w hich, but an hour a- 
] was utterly | ignor ant. 'Do not deny me 
: te ſatisfaction of acquitting my elf in point of 
duty and obligation. You muſt certainly have 
had ſome regard for a perſon in w hoſe fa- 
your you have exerted yourſelf ſo much; 
and if any part of that eſteem remains, you will . 
not refuſe him an opportunity of approving 
himſelf, in ſome meaſure, worthy of it. Let 
me not ſuffer the moſt mortify ing of all repul- 
ſes, that of flighted friendſhip; but kindly 
ſacrifice your reſentment and inflexibility to 
the requeſt of one, who is at all times ready 
to ſacrifice his life for your honour and advan- 
tage. If you will not yield to my entreaties, 
have ſome regard to the wiſhes of my Sophy, 
who laid me under the ſtrongeſt injunctions to 
ſolicit your forgiveneſs even before ſhe knew 
how much I was indebted to your generoſity ; 


or, if that cunſt; deration thould be of no 
VSI. . 1 
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weight, I hope you will relax a little for the 
fake of poor Emilia, whoſe reſentment hath 
been long ſubdued by her affection, and who 
now droops in ſecret at your neglect.” 
Every word of this addreſs, delivered in 
the moſt pathetic manner, made an impreſſion 
upon the mind of Peregrine : he was affected 
with the ſubmiſſion of his friend, who, in 
reality had given him no juſt cauſe to com- 
plain. He knew that no ordinary motive had 
ſwayed him to a condeſcenſion, ſo extraordi- 
nary in a man of his punctilious temper ; he 
_ conſidered it, therefore, as the genuine effect = 
of eager gratitude and diſintereſted love, and 
his heart began to relent accordingly. When 
he heard himſelf conjured in the name of 
the gentle Sophy, his obſtinacy was quite 
overcome; and when Emilia was recalled to 
his remembrance, his whole frame under- 
went a violent agitation. He took his friend 
by the hand, with a ſoftened look; and as 
ſoon as he recovered the faculty of ſpeech, 
Which had been overpowered in the conflict 
of paſſions that tranſported him, proteſted, 
that he retained no veſtige of animoſity, but 
conſidered him in the light of an affectionate 
comrade, the ties of whote friend{hip, adver- 
fity could not unbind. He mentioned Sopliy 
in the moſt reſpectful terms; ſpoke of Emilia 
with the moſt reverential awe, as the object 
of his inviolable love and veneration ; bur diſ- 
claimed all hope of ever more attracting her 
regard; and excuſed himſelf from protiting 
by Godfrey's kind intention, declaring, with 
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Os reſolute air, that he had broke off all con- 
ner on with mankind, and that he impatiently 
longed for the hour of his diffolution, which, 
if it ſhould not ſoon arrive by the courſe of 
nature, he was reſolved to haſten it with his 
own hands, rather than be expoſed to the 
contempt, and more intolerable Pity, of a 
rafcally world. 
Gauntlet wad againſt this frantic deter- Fa 
mination with al] the vehemence of expoſtula- 
ting friendſhip; but his remonſtrances did not 
produce the deſired effect upon our deſperate 
hero, who calmly refuted all his arguments, 
and aſſerted the rectitude of his deſign from 
the pretended maxims of reaſon and t true an 
loſophy. 
While this Aülpude was erte on "with 
eagerneſs on one ſide, and deliberation on the 
other, a letter was brought to Peregrine, 
who threw it careleſſy alide unopened, though | 
the ſuperſcription was in an hand.writing to 
which he was a ſtranger: and, in all probabi- 
lity, the contents would never have been per- 
uſed, had not Gauntlet inſiſted upon his wa— 
ving all ceremony, and reading it forthwith. 
Thus folicited, Pickle unſealed the billet, 
which, to his no [mall ſurpriſe, contained the ; 
following intimation : 5 | 


Mr p. Pickle, 
8 * 
AIs comes to inform you, that after 1 ma- 
ny dangers and dilappointments, J am, 
by the bleiling of God, ſafely arrived in the 
. 
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Downs, on board of the Gomberoon India: 
man, having made a tolerable voyage ; by 
which I hope I ſhall be enabled to repay, with 
intereſt, the ſeven hundred pounds which 1 
borrowed of you before my departure from 
England. I take this opportunity of writing 
by our purſer, who goes exprels with di il. 
patches for the company, that you may have 
this ſatisfactory notice, as ſoon as poſſible, 
relating to one whom I ſuppoſe you have Jong 
given over as loſt. TI have incloſed it in a let- 
ter to my b: 'oker, who, 1 hope, knows your 
addreis, and will forward it accor my" and 
J am, with reſpect, Sir, 
Your moſt humble fervant, 
Benjamin Chintz. 


He had no ſooner taken a curſory view of 
this agreeable epiſtle, than his countenance 
ee, up, and reaching it to his friend „ With 
a ſmile; There (ſaid he) is a more con- 
vincing argument, on your ſide of the que- 
ſtion, than all the caſuiſts in the univerſe 
can advance.” Gauntlet wondering at this 

obſervation, took the paper, and caſting his 
eyes greedily upon the contents, congratulated 
him upon the receipt of it, with extravagant 
demonſtrations of joy : “ Not on account of 
the ſum (laid he) which, upon my honour, 
I would, with pleaſure, pay three times over 
for your convenience and ſatisfaction; but be- 
_ cauſe it ſeems to have reconciled you to life, 
and diſpoſed your mind tor r6: enjoying the 
comforts of ſociety. -- 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 293 
The inſtantaneous effect which this unex- 
pected ſmile of fortune produced in the ap- 
pearance of our adventurer, is altogether in⸗ 
conceivable; it plumped up his cheeks in a 
moment, unbended and enlightened every 
feature of his face; elevated his head, which 
had begun to ſink, as it were, between his 
ſhoulders; and from a ſqueaking, diſpirited 
tone, ſwelled up his voice to a clear, manly 

accent, Godfrey, taking advantage of this 
favourable change, began to repale him with 
proſpects of future ſucceſs: he reminded him 
of his youth and qualifications, Which were 
certainly deſigned for better days than thoſe he 
had as yet ſeen; he pointed out various paths, 
by which he might arrive at wealth and re- 
putation; he importuned him to accept of a 
ſum for his immediate occaſions ; and earneſt. 
ly begped, that he would allow him to dif- 
charge the debt for which he was confined ; 
obſerving, that Sophy's fortune had enabled 
him to exhibit that Proof of his gratitude, 
without any detriment to his affairs; and pro- 
teſting that he ſhould not believe himſelf in 
poſſeffion of Mr Pickle's eſteem, unleſs he was 
permitted to make ſome ſuch return of good- 

will to the man, who had not only raiſed him 
from indigence and: ſcorn to competence and 
reputable rank, but alſo impowered him to 
obtain the poſſe fon of an excellent woman, 
who had filled up the meaſure of his felicity. 

Peregrine declared himfelt already overpaid 

for all his good offices, by the pleaſure he en- 


Joyed in employing. hem, and the Happy 
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effects they had produced, in the mutual ſatis. 
faction of two perſons ſo dear to his affectioa; 
and aſſured his friend, that one time or other 
he would fet his conſcience at eaſe, and re- 
move the tcruples of his honour, by having 
recourſe to his aſſiſtance: but, at preſent, he 
could not make uſe of his friendſhip, without 
giving juſt cauſe of offence to honeſt Hatch- 
way, who was prior to him | in point of ſolicita- 
tion, and had manifeſted his attachment with 
furpriling obſtinacy and perſeverance. 


A. el. 

Peregrine reconciles himſelf to the lieutenant ; 
and renews his connexion with ſociety. Divers 
plans are projected in his behalf; and he has 


occaſion to exhibit a remarkable proof of ſelf- 
denial. 


1 captain, wide reluctance, yielded 
the preference in this particular to Jack, 
who was immediately invited to a conference, 
by a note ſubſcribed with Pickle's own hand. 
He was found at the priſon- gate waiting for 
Gauntler, to know the iſſue of his negociation. 
He no ſooner received this ſummons than he 
fer all his ſails, and made the beſt of his way 
to his friend's apartment; being admitted by 
the turnkey, in conſequence of Peregrine's 
requeſt, communicated by the meſſenger who | 
carried the billet, Pipes followed cloſe in the 
wake of his ſhipmate ; and, in a few minutes 
afier the note had been di ſparched, Peregrine 
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and Gauntlet heard the ſound of the ſtump, 


aſcending the wooden ſtair- caſe with ſuch velo- 
city, that they at firſt miſtook it for the appli- 


cation of drum-ſticks to the head of an empty 


barrel. This uncommon ſpeed, however, was 


attended with a misfortune; he chanced to 


overlock a {mall defect in one of the ſteps, and 
his prop plupging into a hole, he fell back- 


wards, to the imminent danger of his life. 


Tom was luckily at his back, and ſuſtained 


him in his arms, fo as that he eſcaped without 


any other damage than the loſs of his wooden 


— 


leg, which was ſnapt in the middle, by the 
weight of his body, in falling; and ſuch was 


bis impatience, that he would not give himſelf _ 
the trouble to diſengage the fractured member. 
Unbuckling the whole equipage in a trace, he 
left it ſticking in the crevice, ſaying, a rotten 


cable was not worth heaving up; and, in this 
natural ſtate of mutilation, hopped into the 


room with infinite expedition. 


Peregrine taking him cordially by he hand, | 
ſeated him upon one fide of his bed; and af. 
ter having made an apology for chat reſerve, 
of which he had fo juſtly complained, alked, 
if he could conveniently accommodate him 
with the loan of twenty guineas, The lieu- 
tenant, without opening his mouth, pulled 
out his purſe ; and Pipes, who overheard the 
demand, applying the whiſtle to his lips, per- 


formed a loud overture, in token of his joy. 


Matters being thus brought to an accommoda- 


tion, our hero told the captain, that he ſhould 


be glad of his company at dinger, with their 


294 Tur Abyvkx runs or 
effects they had produced, in the mutual ſatis- 


faction of two perſons ſo dear to his affection ; 
and aſſured his friend, that one time or other 
he would ſet his conſcience at eaſe, and re- 


move the ſcruples of his honour, by having 


recourſe to his aſſiſtance: but, at preſent, be 


could not make uſe of his friendſhip, without 
giving juſt cauſe of offence to honeſt Hatch- 


way, who was prior to him in point of ſolicita- 
tion, and had manifeſted his attachment with 


ſurpriſing obſtinacy and per ſeverance. 


CHAP. cl. 


Peregrine reconciles himſelf 40 the Fontendnt ; 5 


and renews his connexion with faciety. Divers 


plans are projected in his behalf; and he has. 


8 to chibit a FEOnAr RAD proof of ſelf⸗ 


denial. 


L captain, with reluctance, yielded | 


the preference in this particular to Jack, 
who was immediately invited to a conference, 


by a note ſubſcribed with Pickle's own hand; 


He was found at the priſon-gate waiting for 


Gauntlet, to know the iſſue of his negociation. 
He no fooner received this ſummons than he 
ſet all his ſails, and made the beſt of his way 
to his friend's apartment; being admitted by 
the turnkey, in conſequence of Peregrine's 
requeſt, communicated by the meſſenger who 
carried the billet, Pipes followed cloſe in the 


wake of his ſnipmare ; and, in a few minutes 


after the note had been difpatched, Peregrine 
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| acid Gauntlet heard the ſound of the ſtump, 


aſcending the wooden {tair-caſe with ſuch velo- 
city, that they at firſt miſtook it for the appli- 
cation of drum-ſticks to the head of an empty 
barrel. This uncommon ſpeed, however, was 
attended with a misfortune; he chanced to 
overlook a ſmall defect in one of the ſteps, and 
his prop plunging into a hole, he fell back⸗ 
wards, to the imminent danger of his life. 
Tom was luckily at his back, and ſuſtained. 
him in his arms, ſo as that he eſcaped without 
any other damage than the loſs of his wooden 
leg, which was inapt in the middle, by the 


weight of his body, in falling ; and ſuch was 


his impatience, that he would not give himſelf. 
the trouble to diſengage the fractured member. 
nbuckling the whole equipage in a trace, he 
left it ſticking in the crevice, ſaying, a rotten 
cable was not worth heaving up; and, in this 


natural ſtate of mutilation, hopped into the 
room with infinite expedition. 


Peregrine taking him cordially by the hand, N 
ſeated him upon one ſide of his bed; and af. 
ter having made an apology for that reſerve, 
of which he had fo juſtly complained, aſked, 
if he could conveniently accommodate him 
with the loan of twenty guineas. The lieu- 
tenant, without opening his mouth, pulled 
out his purſe; and Pipes, who overheard the 
demand, applying the whiſlle to his lips, per- 
formed a loud overture, in token of his joy. 
Matters being thus brought to an aceommoda- 
tion, our hero told the captain, that he ſhould. 
de glad of his company at dinger, with their 
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common friend Hatchway, if he would in the 
mean time leave him to the miniſtry of Pipes; 
and the ſoldier went away for the preſent, in 
order to pay a ſhort viſit to his uncle, who, at 
that time, Janguiſhed in a declining ſtate of 
health, Promnting to return at the appointed 
bour, 

The lieutenant, having ſurveyed the dif. 
mal appearance of his fr end, could not help 
being moved at the ſpectacle, and began to 
upbraid him with his obſtinate pride, which 
(he ſwore) was no better than ſelf. murder. 
But the young gentleman interrupted him in 
the courſe of his moralizing, by telling him 
he had reaſons for his conduct, which, per- 
| haps, he ſhould impart in due ſeaſon ; but, at 
preſent, his deſign was to alter that plan ot 
behaviour, and make himſelf fome amends 
for the miſery he had undergone. He ac- 
cordingly fent Pipes to redeem his cloaths 
from the pawn-broker's wardrobe, and be- 
ſpeak ſomething comfortable for dinner. When 
Godfrey came back, he was very agreeably 
ſurpriſed to ſee ſuch a favourable alteration in 
his externals ; for by the afliſtance of his va- 
let, he had purified himſelf from the dregs of 
bis diſtreſs, and now appeared in a decent 
ſuit, with clean linen, while his face was difin- 
cumbered of the hair that overthadowed it, 
and his apartment prepared for the reception 
of company. 

They enjoyed their meal with great ſatiſ- 
faction, entertaining one another with a reca- 
pitulation of their former adventures at the 
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garriſon, In the afternoon, Gauntlet taking 
his leave, in order to write a letter to his ſi- 
ſter, at the deſire of his uncle, who finding 
his end approaching, wanted to ſee her with. 
out loſs of time, Peregrine made his appear- 
ance on the Bare, and was complimented on 
his coming abroad again, not only by his old 
meſs- mates, who had not ſeen him for many 
weeks, but by a number of thoſe objects 
whom his liberality had fed before his funds 
were exhauſted. Hatchway was, by his in- 
tereſt with the warden, put in poſſeſſion of his 
former quarters, and Pipes diſpatched to 
make inquiry about Crabtree at his former 
lodging, where he learned, that the miſan- 
thrope, after a very ſevere fir of Illneſs, was 
removed to Kenlington Gravel-pits, for the 
convenience of breathing a purer air than that 
of London, 

In conſequence of this information, Pere- 
grine, who knew the narrowneſs of the old 
gentleman's fortune, next day deſired his 
friend Gauntlet to take the trouble of vilit- 
ing him, in his name, with a letter, in which 
he expreſled great concern for his indiſpoſi- 
tion, gave him notice of the fortunate intelli- 
gence he had received from the Downs, and 
conjured him to make uſe of his purſe if he 
was in the leaſt hampered in his circumſtances. 
The captain took coach immediately, and ſet 
out for the place, according to the direction 
which Pipes had procured. _ 
Cadwallader having ſeen him at Bath, 5 
knen, him again at firſt ſight; and, though 
Vor. IV. 83 · 
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reduced to a ſkeleton, believed binſel in 1 fich : 
a fair way of doing well, that he would have 
accompanied him to the Fleet immediately, 
had not he been reſtrained by his nurſe, who 
was, by his phyſician, inveſted with full au— 
thority to diſpute and oppoſe his will, in every 
thing that ſhe ſhould think prejudicial to his 
health; for he was conſidered by thoſe who 
had the care of him, as an old humouriſt, 
not a little diſtempered in his brain. He in-- 
quired particularly about the failors, who (he 
ſaid) had deterred him from carrying on his 
uſual correſpondence with Pickle, and been 
the immediate cauſe of his indiſpelition by ter- 
rifying him into a fever. Underſtanding that 
' the breach between Pickle and Hatchway was 
: happily cemented, and that he was no longer 
in any danger from the lieutenant's reſentment, _ 
he promiſed to be at the Fleet with the firſt | 
convenient opportunity ; and, m the mean 
time, wrote an anſwer to Peregr ine's letter, 
importing, that he was obliged to him for his 
offer, but had not the leaſt occaſion for his al- 
ee 
In a few days, our adventurer recovered 
his vigour, complexion and vivacity ; he min- 
gled again in the diverſions and parties of the 
place ; and he received, in a little time, the 
money he had lent upon bottomry, which, to- 
gether with the intereſt, amounted to up- 
Wards of eleven hundied pounds. The pol- 
ſeſſion of this ſum, while it buoyed up his 
ſpirits, involved him in perplexity. Some 
times he thought it was incumbent upon him, 
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as a man of honour, to employ the greateſt 
part of it, in diminiſhing the debt for which 
he ſuffered ; on the other hand, he conſider- 
ed that obligation effaced, by the treacherous 
behaviour of his creditor, who had injured 

him to ten times the value of the fum; and in 
theſe ſentiments, entertained. thoughts of at- 
tempting his eſcape. from priſon, with a view 
of conveying himelf, with the ſhipwreck of his 
fortune, to another country in which he 
might aſe it to better advantage. 
Both ſuggeſtions were attended wh ſuch 
 doubrs and difficulties, that he heſitated be. 
tween them, and for the pretent, laid out a 
thouſand pounds in Rock, the intereit of 
which, together with the fruits of his own in- 


| duſtery, he hoped, would ſupport him above 


want in his confinement, until ſomething 
ſhould occur, that would point out the expe- 
diency of ſome: other determination. Gaunt- 
let (till inſiſted upon having the honour of ob- 
taining his liberty at the expence of taking up 
his notes to Gleanum, and exhorted him to 
purchaſe a commiſſion with part of the money 
which he had retrieved, The lieutenant af- 
| firmed, that it was his privilege to procure 
the releaſe of his coulin Pickle, becauſe he en- 
joyed a very handſome [um by his aunt, which 
of right belonged to the young gentleman, to 
whom he was, moreover, indebted for the 
uſe of his ene and for the very houſe 
that ſtood over his head; and that, although 
be had already made a will in his favour, ne. 
mould never be ſatisfied, nor eaſy in his ie "Pp 


Ppz 
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ſo long as he remained deprived of his liberty, 
and wanted any of the conveniences of life. 
Cadwallader, who by this time aſhſted at 
their councils, and was beft acquainted with 
the peculiarity and unbending diſpoſition of 
the youth, propoſed, that feeing he was fo 
averſe to obligations, Mr Hatchway ſhould 
_ purchaſe of him the garriſon with its append- 
ages, which, at a moderate price, would ſel] 
for more money than would be {ſufficient to 
diſcharge his debts; that if the ſervile ſu- 
| bordination of the army did not ſuit his incli- 
nations, he might, with his reverſion, buy a 
comfortable annuity, and retire with him to 
the country, where he might live abſolutely 
Independent, and entertain himſelf, as uſual, 
with the ridiculous characters of mankind. 
This plan was to Pickle, leſs diſagreeable 
than any other project which had as yet been 
ſuggeſted ; and the lieutenant declared him- 
ſelf ready to execute his part of it, without 
delay : but the ſoldier was mor tified at the 
thoughts of ſeeing his aſſiſtance unneceſſary, 
and eagerly objected to the retirement, as a 
ſcheme that would blaſt the faireſt promiſes of 
fame and fortune, and bury his youth and ta- 
lents in ſolitude and obſcurity. This earneſt 
_ oppoſition on the part of Gauntlet, hindered 
our adventurer from forming any immediate 
refolution; which was alſo retarded by his 
unwillingneſs to part with the garriſon upon 
any terms, becauſe he looked upon it as a part 
| ad of f his inheritance, which he could not diſpoſe 
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of, without committing an inſult on the me- 


mory of the deceaſed commodore. 


HA P. en. 


He is engaged in a very extraordinary correſpon= 


dence, which is inter rupted by 4 Very unex- 


pected event. 


WX ILE this ae was in 1 gitation; the 


captain told him, in the courſe of con- 


verſation, that Emilia was arrived in town, 
and had inquired about Mr Pickle with ſuch 

an eagerneſs of concern, as ſeemed to pro- 
claim that ſhe was in ſors meaſure informed 
of his misfortune : he, therefore, deſired to 
know if he might be allowed to make her ac- 
quainted with his fituation, provided he ſhould 

be again importuned by her on that ſubject, - 


which he had at firſt induſtriouſty waved. 
This proof, or rather preſumption of her 
path ig regard, did not fail to operate 


powerfully upon the botom of Peregrine, 
which was immediately filled with thoſe tu- 
mults which love, ill ſtifled, frequently ex- 
cites, He obſerved, that his diſgrace was 


ſuch as could not be effectually concealed; 


therefore he ſaw no reaſon for depriving him- 
ſelf of Emilia's compaſſion, ſince he was for 
ever excluded from her affection; and defired 
Godfrey to preſent to his filter the lowly re- 


ſpects of a deſpairing lover. 


But, notwithſtanding his ein of de- | 


ſpondence on this head, his enen in- 
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voluntarily teemed with more agreeable ideas: 
the propolal of Crabtree had taken root in his 
reflection, and he couid not help forming plans 
of paſtoral felicity, in the arms of the lovely 
Emilia, remote from thoſe pompous ſcenes, 
which he now deteſted and deſpiſed. He a- 
muſed his fancy with the proſpect of being 
able to ſupport her in a ſtate of indepen- 
dency, by means of the flender annuity which 
it was in his power to purchaſe, together with 
the fruits of thoſe endeavours which would 
profitably employ his vacant hours; and fore- 
taw proviſion for his growing family in the 
friendſhip of the lieutenant who had already 
conſtituted him his heir. He even parcelled 
out his hours among the neceſſary cares of the 
world, the pleaſures of domeſtic bliſs, and the 


enjoyments of a country life; and ſpent the 


night in ideal parties with his charming bride, 
ſometimes walking by the ſedgy bank of ſome 
tranſparent ſtream, ſometimes pruning the 
luxuriant vine, and ſometimes fitting in ſocial 
converſe with her in a 1 8! ove of his own 
plantipg. 
Theſe, however, were no more than the 
ſhadowy phantoms of nnagination, which, he 
well knew, would never be realized: not 


that he believed ſuch h: uppineſs unattainable 


by a perſon in his circumſtances; but becauſe 
he would not ſtoop to propoſe a ſcheme, which 
might in any thape, ſeem to interfere with 


the intereſt of Emilia, or ſubject himſelf to a 


oe from that young lady, who nad re- 
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jected his addreſſes in the zenith of oh for + 
tune. oh 
While he divericd binſelf with theſe agree- : 
able reveries, an unexpected event interven- 
ed, in which ſhe and her brother were deeply _ 
intereſted, The uncle was tapped for the 
dropſy, and died in a few days after the ope- 
ration; having bequeathed, in his will, five 
thouſand pounds to his nephew, and twice 
that ſum to his niece who had always enjoy- . 
ed the greateſt ſhare of his favour. 
If our adventurer, before this occurrence, 
looked upon his love for Emilia as a paſſion 
which it was neceſſary, at any rate, to con- 
quer or ſuppreſs; he now conlidered her ac- 
ceſſion of fortune as a circumſtance which con- 
fir med that neceſſity, and reſolved to diſcou- 
rage every thought on that ſubject which 
thould tend to the propagation of hope. One 
day, in the midſt of a converſation calculated 
for the purpoſe, Godfrey put into his hand a 
letter directed to Mr Pickle, in the hand wri- 
ting of Emilia; which the youth no ſooner 
recognized, than his cheeks were covered 
with a crimſon dye, and he began to tremble _ 
with violent agitation : for he, at once, gueſ- 
fed the import of the billet, which he killed 
with great reverence and devotion, and was 
not at all ſurpriſed when he read the follows 
ing words : 


F 


2m 1 R, : 
Have performed a ſufficient fuorifes to my ; 
1 reputation, in retaining hitherto the ap- 
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pearance of that reſentment, which 1 had 
long ago diſmiſſed; and as the late favourable 
change | in my ſituation, impowers me to avow 
my genuine ſentiments, without fear of cen- 
ſure, or ſuſpicion of mercenary deſign, I take 
this opportunity to aſſure you, that, if I ſtill 
maintain that place in your heart, which I 
was vain enough to think 1 once pollefſed, J 
am willing to make the firſt advances to an 
accommodation; and have actually furniſhed 
my brother with full powers to conclude it in 


my name of your appealed: 
| Emilia. 


Pickle, having kiſſed the ſubſcription with 
great ardour, fell upon his knees, and lifting 
up his eyes, Thank heaven! (er jed he witn 
an air of tranſport) J have not been miſtaken 
in my opinion of that generous maid. I be- 
lieved her inſpired with the moſt dignified and 
| heroic ſentiments, and now ſhe gives me a 
convincing proof of her magnanimity : it is 
now my buſineſs to approve myſelf worthy 
of her regard, May heaven inflict upon me 
the keeneſt arrows of its vengeance, if I do 
not, at this inſtant, contemplate the character 
of Emilia with the molt perfect love and ado- 
ration; yet, amiable and inchanting as ſhe is, 
Jam, more than ever, determined to ſacrifice 
the intereſt of my paſſion to my glory, tho? 
my life thould fail in the conteſt ; and even to 
refuſe an offer, which, otherwiſe, the whole 
Eniverſe ſhould not bribe me to forego.” 

4 his declaration was not ſo unexpected as 
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unwelcome to his friend Gauntlet, who repre- 
ſented that his glory was not at all intereſted 
in the affair; becauſe he had already vindica- 
ted his generoſity, in repeated proffers to lay 
his whole fortune at Emilia's feet, when it 
was impoſſible that any thing ſelfiſh could enter 
into the propoſal : but that, in rejecting her 
preſent purpoſe, he would give the world an 
opportunity to ſay, that his pride was caprici- 
ous, his obſtinacy invincible, and his ſiſter 
would have undeniable reaſon to believe, that 
either his paſſion for her was difſembled, or 
the ardor of it conſiderably abated. : 
In anſwer to theſe remonſtrances, Pickle 
obſerved, that he had long ſet the world at 
_ defiance ; and as to the opinion of Emilia, he 
did not doubt that the would applaud, in her 
heart, the reſolution he had taken, and do 
juſtice to the purity of his intention. 
It was not an eaſy taſk to divert our hero 
from his deſigns, at any time of life; but 
ſince his confinement, his inflexibility was be- 
come almoſt inſurmountable. The captain, 
therefore, after having diſcharged his conſci- 
ence, in aſſuring him that his ſiſter's happi- 
neſs was at ſtake, that his mother had appro- 
ved of the ſtep ſhe had taken, and that he 
bimſelf thould be extremely mortified at his 
refuſal, forebore to preſs him with further 
argument, which ſerved only rivet him the 
more {tr ongly i in his own opinion: and under- 
took to deliver this anſwer to Emilia” 5 letter! 15 


Vat Iv. wy 2 
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Madam, : per” 
| ] HAT I revere "ER Singles of your vir- 


tue with the utmoſt veneration, and 
love you infinitely more than life, I am at all 
times ready to demonſtrate; but, the ſacrifice 
to honour, it is now my own turn to pay; 
and ſuch is the rigour of my deſtiny, that, in 
order to juſtify your generoſity, I muſt refuſe 
to profit by your condeſcenſion. Madam, I 
am doomed to be for ever wretched ; and to 
ſigh, without ceaſing, for the poffeſſion of 
that jewel, which, tho' now in my offer, 1 
dare not enjoy. 1 {ball not pretend to ex- 
* the anguiſh that tears my heart, whilſt 
communicate this fatal renunciation; but 
appeal to the delicacy of your own ſentiments 
which can judge of my ſufferings, and will, 

_ doubtleſs, do Juſtice to the ſelf- denial of your 
forlorn 


P. Pickle, 


Emilia, who knew the nivery of our hero's 
pride, had foreſeen the purport of this epi- 
itle, before it came to her hands: ſhe did 
not, therefore, deſpair of ſucceſs, nor deſiſt 

from the proſecution of her plan; which was 
no other than that of ſecuring her own hap- 
pineſs, in eſpouſing the man upon whom the 
| had fixed her unalterable affection. Confi- 
dent of his honour, and fully ſatisfied of the 
mutual paſſion with which they were inſpired, 
the gradually decoyed him into a literary cor- 
relpondence,. wherein the attempted to refute 
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the arguments on which he grounded his re- 
fuſal; and, without doubt, the young gen- 
tleman was not a little pleaſed with the enjoy- 
ment of ſuch delightful commerce, in the 
courſe of which he had {more than ever) an 
opportunity of admiring the poignancy of her 
wit and the elegance of her underſtanding. 
The contemplation of ſuch excellency, 
while it ſtrengthened the chains with which 
ſhe held him enfſlaved, added emulation to 
the other motives that induced him to main. 
tain the diſpute ; and much ſubtlety of rea- 
foning was expended upon both ſides of this 
very Particular queſtion, without any pro- 
ſpect of conviction on either part: 'till, at 
laſt, ſhe began to deſpair of making him a 
proſelyte to her opinion by dint of argument; 
and refolved, for the future, to apply herſelf 
chiefly to the irreſiſtible prepoſſefſions of his 
love, which were not at all diminithed or im- 
paired by the eſfays of her pen. With this 
view the propoſed a conference, pretending 
that it was impoltible to convey all her refle Co 
tions, upon this ſubje&, in a ſeries of ſhort 
letters; and Godfrey undertook to bail him 
for the day : but conſcious of her power, he 
would not truſt himſelf in her preſence, tho? 
his heart throbbed with all the eagerneſs of 
defire to ſee her fair eyes diſrobed of that re- 
ſentment which they had wore fo long, and 
to enjoy the ravillnng ſweets of a fond recon- 
ciliation 
Nature could not have held out lat 
ſuch pow erful attacks, had not the pride and 
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caprice of his diſpoſition been gratified to the 
full in the triumph of his reſiſtance: he look- 
ed upon the conteſt as altogether original, and 
perſevered with obſtinacy, becauſe he thought 
himſelf ſure of favourable terms whenever 
he ſhould be diſpoſed to capitulate. Per- 
haps he might have overſhot himſelf in the 


c.eourſe of his perſeverance : a young lady of 


Emilia's fortune and attractions, could not 
fail to find herſelf ſurrounded by temptations 
which few women can reſiſt. She might have 
miſinterpreted the meaning of ſome para- 
graph, or taken umbrage at an unguarded 
expreſſion in one of Peregrine's letters: {he 


might have been tired out by his obſtinate 


peculiarity, or, at the long run, conſtr ued it 
into madneſs, flight or indifference; or, ra- 
ther than waſte her prime in fruitleſs endea- | 
vours to ſubdue the pride of an headſtrong 
humoriſt, ſhe might have liſtened to the voice 
of ſome admirer;” fraught with qualifications 
ſufficient to engage her eſteem and affection. 
But all theſe pollibilities were providentially 
prevented by an accident, attended with more 
important Baabe chan "7 we have hi- 
therto recounted. 

_ Early one morning, Pipes was lifturbed by 
the arrival of a meſſenger, who had been 
ſent expreſs from the country by Mr Clover, 
with a packet for the lieutenant, and arr ived 
in town over-night ; but as he was obliged to 


have recourſe to the information of Jack's _ 


correſpondent in the city, touching the place 
of his abode, before he demanded entrance 


| at the Fleet, the gate was ſhut ; nor would 


the turnkeys admit him, altho' he told them, 


that he was charged with a meſſage of the ut- 
molt conſequence, ſo that he was fain to tarry 
till day-break, when he, at his earneſt folicle 
tation, was owe to enter. 


Hatchway, opening the packet, found a 
letter incloſed for Peregrine, with an earneſt 
requeſt, that he ſhould forward it to the hands 
of that young gentleman with all poſſible diſ- 
patch. Jack, who could not dive into the 
meaning of this extraor dinary injunction, be- 
gan to imagine that Mrs Clover lay at the 
point of death, and wanted to take her laſt 
farewel of her brother; and this conceit 
worked ſo ſtrongly upon his imagination, that, 
while he huddled on his cloaths, and made 
the beſt of his way to the apartment of our 
hero, he could not help curſing, within him- 


ſelf, the folly of the hufband in ſending ſuch 
diſagreeable meſſages to a man of Peregrine's 
imaptient temper, already ſoured by his own 
uneaſy ſituation. 


This reflection would have duced him to 
fuppreſs the letter, had not he been afraid to 
tamper with the tickliſh diſpofition of his 


friend, to whom, while he delivered it,“ As 
for my own part, (faid he), mayhap 1 may 


have as much natural affection as another ; 
but, when my ſpouſe parted, I bore my miſ- | 
fortune like a Britiſh man and chriſtian : for, 


hy? he's no better than a freſh-water ſailor, 


who knows not how to ſtem the current of 


milctance,” | 
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Pickle being waked from a pleaſant dream, 
in which the fair Emilia was principally con- 
cerned, and hearing this ſtrange preamble, 
far up in his bed, and unſealed the letter in a 
ſtate of. mortification and diſguſt : but, what 
were the emotions of his ſoul, when he read 
the following 1 intimation! . 


Dear brother, 
IT hath pleaſed God to take your father ſad- 
denly off, by a fit of apoplexy ; and, as he 
has died inteſtate, | give you this notice, that 
vou may, with all ſpeed, come down and 
take poſſeſſion of your right in deſpite of ma- 
ſter Gam and his mother, who, you may be 


ſure, do not ſit eaſy under this unexpected 


diſpenſation of providence. I have, by vir- 
tue of being a juſtice of the peace, taken ſuch 
precautions as I have thought neceſſary for 
Four advantage; and the funeral ſhall be de- 
ferred until your pleaſure be known. Your 
ſiſter, though ſincerely afflicted by her father's 
fate, ſubmits to the will of heaven with laud- 
able relignation, and begs you will ſet out 
for this place without delay ; in which requeſt 
ſhe i is joined by, Sir, 

Your affectionate was = 
Humble ſervant, 


Charles Plover. 
N at firſt looked upon this epiſtle 


as a mere illuſion of the brain, and a conti— 
nuation of the reverie in which he had been 
engaged, He read it ten times over, with- 
Out being perſuaded that he was actually 


head, in order to ſhake off the drouſy vapours 


that . him: he hemm'd thrice with 


great vociferation, ſnapp'd his fingers, tweak'd 
his noſe, ſtarted up from his bed, and, open- 
ing the caſement, took a ſurvey of the well- 
known objects that appeared on each ſide of 
his habitation, Every thing ſeemed congru- 


ons and connected, and he ſaid, within him- 
ſelf, „ Sure this is the moſt diſtint dream 
| that ever ſleep produced. „» Then he had re- 

courſe again to the paper, which he carefully 
peruſed without finding any variation fr. om 


his firſt notion of the contents. 


| Hatchway, ſeeing all this extravagance of 


action, accompanied with a wild ſtare of di- 


ſtraction, began to believe that his head was 
. length fairly turned, and was really medi- 
tating means for ſecuring his perſon; when 
Pickle, in a tone of ſurpriſe, exclaimed, ü 
Good God! am I or am I not awake? 255 
„Why look ye, couſin Pickle, (replied the 
lieutenant) that is a queſtion which the deep 
ſea· line of my underſtanding is not long e- 
| nough to ſound : but, howſomever, tho'f 1 
can't truſt to the obſervation J have taken, it 
ſhall go hard but I will fall upon a way to 
_ gueſs whereabouts we are.” So ſaying he 
lifted up a pitcher full of cold water, that. 
ſtood behind the outward door, and diſchar- 
ged it in the face of Daene without r 


mony or heſitation. 


This remedy produced the defired effect: 


| unpalatable as it was, the young gentleman no 
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| awake ; he rubbed his eyes, and ſhook his 
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ſooner recovered his breath, which was en. 
dangered by ſuch a ſudden application, than 
he thanked his friend Jack for the ſeaſonable 
operation he had performed. Having no 
longer any juſt reaſon to doubt the reality of 
What appealed ſo convincingly to his ſenſes, 
he ſhifted himſelf on the inſtant, not without 
hurry and trepidation ; and putting on his 
morning dreſs, ſallied forth to the Bare in 
order to deliberate with himſelf on the impor- 
tant intelligence he had received. 
Hatchway, not yet fully convinced of his 
aan, and curious to know the purport of 
the letter which had affected him in ſuch an 
extraordinary manner, carefully attended bis 
footſteps in this excurſion, in hope of being 
favoured with his confidence, in the courſe 
of their perambulation. Our hero no ſooner 
appeared at the ſtreet- door, than he was fa- 
luted by the meſſenger, who having poſted 
himſelf in the way for that purpoſe, God 
bliſs your noble honour, ſquire Pickle (cried 
he) and give you joy of ſucceeding to your fa-— 
ther's eſtate.” "Theſe words had ſcarce pro- 
ceeded from his mouth when the lieutenant 
| hopping eagerly towards the countryman, 
ſqueezed his hand with great affection, and 
| aſked if the old gentleman had actually taken 
his departure: * Ay, maſter Hatchway (re- 
_ plied the other) in ſuch a woundy haſte, that 
he forgot to make a will.” * Body of me! 
_ (exclaimed the feaman) theſe are the beſt ti- 
dings J have heard ſince ] firſt went to ſea. 
Here, my lad, take my purle, and ftow thylelf 
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ehocque. full- of the beſt liquor in the land. 


So ſaying, he tipped the peaſant with ten 
pieces, and immediately the whole place ec- 


choed with the ſound of Tom's inſtrument. 
Peregrine repairing to the walk, communica- 
ted the billet to his honeſt friend, who, at his 
deſire, went forthwith to the lodgings of cap- 
tain Gauntlet, and returned in leſs than half 
an hour with that gentleman, who (I need 


not lay) was ee rejoiced at the occaſion. 


CHAP. CIII. 


Percgrin ine holds a conſultation with his, friends, 


in conſequence of which he bids adieu to the 


Fleet. He arrives at his father*s bone, and 
aſſerts his right of inheritance. 


0 R did our hero keep the miſanthrope 


N 


with a meſſage requeſting his immediate pre- 
ſence; and he accordingly appeared, in obe- 


dience to the ſummons, growling with diſcon- 


tent for having been deprived of ſeveral 
hours of bis natural reſt. His mouth was in- 


mediately ſtopped with the letter, at which 
he /miled horrible a ghaſily grin ; and, after a 


compliment of congratulation, they entered in- 


to cloſe divan, about the meaſures to be taken 
in conſequence of this event. 


There was no room for much debate: it 
was unanimouſly agreed, that Pickle ſhould 


ket out with all poltible diſpatca tor the 
Vor. IV. 5 x 4 0. 


in ignorance of this happy turn of for- 
tune: Pipes was diſpatched to the ſenior 
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garriſon, to which Gauntlet and Hatchway _ 
_ reſolved to attend him. Pipes was according- 
ly ordered to prepare a couple of poſt-chailes, 
while Godfrey went to procure bail for his 
friend, and provide them with money for the 
expence of the expedition, but not before he 
was deſired by Peregrine to conceal this piece 
of news from his ſiſter, that our youth might 
have an opportunity to ſurpriſe her in a more 
Intereſting manner after he thould have ſet- 
tled his affairs, 

All theſe previous ſteps being taken in leſs 
than an hour, our hero took his leave of the 
Fleet, after he had left twenty guineas with | 
the warden for the relief of the poor priſon- 
ers, a great number of whom convoyed him 
to the gate, pouring forth prayers for his long 

life and proſperity: and he took the road to 
the garriſon, in the moſt elevated tranſports 
of joy, unallayed with the leaſt mixture of 
grief at the death of a parent whoſe paternal 
_ tenderneſs he had never known. His breaſt 
was abſolutely a ſtranger to that boaſted , 
or inſtinct of affection, by which the charities 
are ſuppoſed to ſubſilt. 

Of all the journies he had ever made, this, 
ſure, was the moſt delightful: he felt all the 
5 extaſy that muſt naturally be produced in a 
| young man of his imagination, from ſuch a a 
1udden tranſition in point of circumſtance ; he 
found himſelf delivered from confinement and 
diſgrace without being obliged to any perſon 
upon earth for his deliverance; he had it now 

in his power to retort the contempt of the 
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world in a manner ſuited to his moſt fanguine _ 
wiſh; he was reconciled to his friend, and 
enabled to pratify his love, even upon his own 
terms; and ſaw himſelf in poſſeſſion of a for- 
tune more ample than his firſt inheritance, 
with a ſtock of experience that would fteer 
him clear of all thoſe quickſands among which 
he had been former y wrecked, 
In the middle of their journey, while they. 
Malte at an inn for a ſhort refreſhment and 
change of horſes, a poſtilion running up to 
Pereprine in the yard, fell at his feet, claſped 
his knees with great eagerneſs and agitation, 
and preſented to him the individual face of his 
old valet de chambre. The youth perceiving 
him in ſuch an abject garb and attitude, com- 
manded him to riſe and tell the cauſe of ſuch 
a miſerable reverſe in his fortune. Upon 
which Hadgi gave him to underſtand, that he 
had been 090 by his wife, who having rob- 
bed him of all his cath and valuable effects, 
had eloped from his houſe, with one of his 
own cuſtomers who appeared in the charac- 
ter of a French count, but was in reality no 
other than an Italian fidler; that, in conſe. _ 
quence of this retreat, he (t be huſband) was 
diſabled from paying a conſiderable ſum 
which he had ſer apart for his wine-merchanr, 
who being difappointed in his expeCtation, 
took out an execntion againſt his effects; and 
the reſt of his creditors following his example, 5 
hunted him out of houſe and home: fo that 
finding bis perſon in danger at London, he 


had been obliged to elcape into the Sennen, 
Rr 2 
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ſkulking about from one village to another, 
till being quite deſtitute of all ſupport, he had 
_ undertaken his preſent office to fave himſelf 
from ſtarving. | 
| Peregrine liſtened with eompaſion to "his 
lamentable tale, which too well accounted 
for his not appearing in the Fleet with offers 
of ſer vice to his maſter in diſtreſs ; a circum- 
ſtance that Pickle had all along imputed to his 
avarice and ingratitude. He affured him, that 
as he had been the means of throwing in his 
way the temptation to which he fell a ſacrifice, 
he would charge himſelf with the retrieval of 
his affairs: in the mean time, he made him taſte 
of his bounty, and defired him to continue in 
his preſent employment, until he ſhould re- 
turn from the garriſon, when he would con- 
ſider his fitnation and do ſomething for his 
immediate relief. 
Hladgi attempted to kiſs his ſhoe, a wept, 
or affected to weep, with ſenſibility, at this 
gracious reception; he even made a merit of 
his unwillingneſs to exerciſe his new occupa- 
tion, and earneſtly bepged that he might be 
allowed to give immediate attendance upon 
his dear maſter, from whom he could not 
bear the thoughts of a ſecond parting. His 
entreaties were reinforced by the interceſſion 
of his two friends, in conſequence of which 
the Swiſs was permitted to follow them at his 
_ own leiſure, while they ſet forwards, after a 
{light repaſt, and reached the place of their 
deſtination before ten o'clock at night. 
Peregrine, inſtead of alighting at the gar- 
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riſon, rode ſtraightw ay to his father's houſe 3 3 


and no perſon appearing to receive him, not 


even a ſervant to take care of his chaiſe, he 


diſmounted without aſſiſtance. Being follow- 
ed by his two friends, he advanced into the 
hall, where perceiving a bell- rope, he made 


immediate application to it, in ſuch a manner 
as brought a couple of footmen into his pre- 
ſence. After having reprimanded them, with 
a ſtern look, for their neglect in point of at⸗ 
tendance, he commanded them to ſhew him 
into an apartment; and as they ſeemed un- 


willing to yield obedience to his orders, aſked 


if they did not belong to the family? 


One of them, who took upon himſelf the 
office of ſpokeſnian, replied with a fullen air, 
that they had been in the ſervice of old Mr 


' Pickle, and now that he was dead, thought 


themſelves: bound to obey no body but their 
lady and her ſon Mr Gamaliel. This decla- 


ration had ſcarce proceeded from his mouth, 


when our hero gave them to underſtand, that 


ſince they were not diſpoſed to own any other 


maſter, they muſt change their quarters im- 


mediately. He ordered them to decamp with- 
out further preparation; and as they ſtill con- 


tinued reftiff, they were kicked out of doors 


by the captain and his friend Hatchway. Squire 
Gim, who overheard every thing that paſled, 
and was now more than ever inflamed with 


that rancour which he: had ſucked with his 
mother's milk, flew to the aſſiſtance of his ad- 
herents, with a piſtol in each hand, bellow- 


ng Thieves! toeves ! with 8 eat vocifer anon, 


ba.” 1 
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as if he had miſtaken the buſineſs of. the 
ſtrangers, and actually believed himſelf in 
danger of being robbed. Under this pretence 
he diſcharged a piece at his brother, who 
luckily eſcaping the ſhot, cloſed with him in a 
moment, and wreſting the other piſtol from 
bis gripe, turned him out into the court- -yard 
to the conſolation of his two dependants. 
By this time Pipes and the two poſtihons 
had taken poſſeſſion of the ſtable, without be- 
ing oppoſed by the choachman and his deputy, 
who quietly ſubmitted to the authority of their 
new ſovereign; but the noiſe of the piſtol had 
_ alarmed Mrs Pickle, who running down ſtairs 
with the moſt frantic appearance, attended by 
two maids and the curate, who ſtil] maintain- 
ed his place of chaplain and ghoſtly director in 
the family, would have aſſaulted our hero with 
her nails, had not ſhe been reſtrained by her 
attendants, Though they prevented her from 
uſing her hands, they could not hinder her 
1 exerciſing her tongue, which ſhe wag- 


5 ged againſt him with all the virulence of ma- 
lice. She aſked, if he was come to butcher 


triumph in her affliction; ſhe beſtowed upon 


| unnatural ruffian ; ſhe begged pardon of God 
for having brought ſuch a monſter into the 

world, accuſed him of having brought his 
father's grey-hairs with ſor row to the grave; 
and affirmed, that were he to touch the body, 
it would bleed at his approach. 
Withour provencing” to refute the articles 


his brother, to inſult his father's corpſe, and 


him the epithets of ſpendihr ift, jailbird, and 
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ol this ridiculous charge, he allowed her to 
ring out her alarm; and then calmly replied, 
that if ſhe did not quietly retire to her cham- 
ber, and behave as became a perſon in her 
preſent ſituation, he ſhould inſiſt upon her re- 
moving to another lodging without delay; 
for he was determined to be maſter in his own 
family. The lady, who, in all probability, 
expected that he would endeavour to appeaſe 
her with all the tenderneſs of filial ſubmiſſion, 
was ſo much exaſperated at his cavalier beha- 
viour, that her conſtitution could not ſupport 
the tranſports of her ſpirits; and ſhe was car- 
ried off by her women in a fit, while the offi- 
cious clergyman was diſmiſſed after his pupil 
{ with all the circumſtances of diſgrace. 0 
Our hero having thus made his quarters 
good, took poſſeſſion of the beſt apartment in 
tne houſe, and ſent notice of his arrival ro Mr 
Clover, who, with his wife, viſited him in 
leſs than an hour, and was not a little ſur— 
priſed to find him fo ſuddenly ſettled in his 
father's houſe. The meeting of Julia and her 
brother was extremely pathetic. She had 
always loved him with uncommon tenderneſs, 
and looked upon him as the ornament of her 
family; but the had heard of his extrava- 
gancies with regret, and though ſhe conſider- 
ed the ſtories that were circulated at his ex- 
| Pence, as the malicious exaggerations of his 
mother and her darling ſon, her apprehenſion 
had been prievoully alarmed by an account of 
his impriſonment and diftreſs, which had been 
accdentally convey ed to that county by a our: 
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tleman from London, who had been formerly _ 
of his acquaintance : ſhe could not, therefore, 
without the molt tender emotions 'of joy, ſee 
him, as it were, reſtored to his rightful in- 
heritance, and re-eſtabliſhed in that ſtation of 
life which ſhe thought he could fill W vich Mgnity 
and importance. | 
After their mutual expreſſions of affection, 
the retired to her mother's chamber, with a 
view to make a ſecond offer of her ſervice and 
_ attendance, which had been already rejected 
with ſcorn ſince her father's death; while 
Peregrine conſulted his brother: in- law, about 
the affairs of the family, ſo far as they had 
fallen within his cognizance and obſervation, 
Mr Clover told him, that though he was 
never favoured with the confidence of the de- 
funct, he knew ſome of his intimates, who 
had been tampered with by Mrs Pickle, and 
even engaged to ſecond the remonſtrances by 
Which ſhe had often endeavoured to perſuade 
her huſband to ſettle his affairs by a formal 
will; but that he had from time to time eva- 
ded their importunities with ſurprifing excuſes 
of procraſtination that plainly appeared to 
be the reſult of invention and deſign, far a- 
bove the ſuppoſed pitch of his capacity; a 
circumſtance from which Mr Clover e 
that the old gentleman imagined his life would 
not have been ſecure, had he once taken ſuch 
a ſtep as would have rendered it unneceſſary 
to the independence of his ſecond ſon. He 
moreover obſerved, that, in conſequence f 
this. information, he no ſooner heard of Mir 


PEREGRINE PICKLE 321 
Pickle's death, which happened at the club, 
than he went directly, with a lawyer to his 
_ houſe, before any cabal or conſpiracy could 
be formed againſt the rightful heir; and, in 
preſence of witneſſes provided for the purpoſe, 
ſealed up all the papers of the deceaſed, after 
the widow had, in the firſt tranſports of her 
ſorrow and vexation, fairly ow ned, that her 
_ hvuſbandhad died inteſtate. 
Peregrine was extremely well ſatisfied mich 
this intelligence, by which all his doubts were 
diſpelled; and having chearfully {upped with 
his friends on a cold collation which his bro. 
ther- in- law had brought in his chariot, they 
retired to reſt in different chambers, after 
Julia had met with another repulte from her 
capricious mother, whoſe overflowing rage 
had now ſubſided into the For mer channel of 
calm inveteracy. 
Next morning the bouſe was applies: with 
fome ſervants from the garr iſon, and prepa- 
rations were made for the funeral of the de- 
ceaſed. Gam having taken lodgings in the 
. neighbourhood, came with a chaiſe and cart to 
demand his mother, together with his own 
cloaths, and her perſonal effects. a2 
Our hero, though he would not ſuffer him 
to enter the door, allowed his propoſal to be 
communicated to the widow, who. eagerly 
embraced the opportunity of removing, and 
was, With her own baggage, and that of her 
beloved fon, conveyed to the place which he 
had prepared for her reception. Thither the 


was followed "7 her woman, who was delired _ 
. 81 
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by . to aſſure her miſtreſs, that, un- 
til a regular proviſion could be ſettled upon 
her, the might command him, in point of 

money, or any other accommodation in his 
power. | 


nA. e. 
He performs the laſt officer to his father, and 


returns to London upon a very intereſting = 

deſign. 

UITS of mourning being provided for him- 
2 ſelf, his friends and adherents, and every 
other previous meaſure taken, ſutiable to the 
coccaſion, his father was interred, in a private 
manner, in the pariſh-church ; and his papers 
being examined in preſence of many perſons 
of honour and integrity invited for that pur- 
poſe, no will was found, or any other deed, 
in favour of the ſecond lon, though it appear- 
ed by the marriage ſettlement, that the widow | 
was entitled to a jointure of five hundred 
pounds a year, The reſt of his papers con- 
lifted of Eaſt-India bonds, South-ſea annui- 
ties, mortgages, notes and aſſignments, to 


the amount of fourſcore thouſand ſeven hun- 


dred and ſixty pounds, excluſive of the houſe, 
plate and furniture, horſes, equipage and 
cattle, with the garden and park adjacent, to 
a very conſiderable extent. =] 
This was a ſum that even 8 his ex · 
pectation, and could not fail to entertain his 


fancy with the moſt agreeable ideas. He 
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found himſelf immediately a man of vaſt con- 
ſequence among his country neighbours, who 
viſited him with compliments of congratula- 
tion, and treated him with ſuch reſpec as 
would have effectually ſpoiled any young man 
of his diſpoſition, who had not the ſame ad- 
vantages of experience as he had already pur- 
chaſed at a very extravagant Price, 1hus 
| ſhielded with caution, he bore his profperity 
with ſurpriſing temperance ; every body was 
charmed with his affability and moderation. 

When he made a circuit round the gentlemen 
of the diſtrict, in order to repay the courteſy 
which he owed, he was careſſed by them with 
uncommon aſſiduity, and adviſed to offer him- 
ſelf as a candidate for the county at the next 
election, which, they ſuppoſed, would ſoon 
happen, bectufe the prefent member was in a 
declining ſtate of health. Nor did his perton 
and addrefs eſcape unheeded by the ladies, 
many of whom did not fcruple to ſpread their 
attractions before him, with a view of capti- 
vating ſuch a valuable prize; nay, ſuch an 
impreſſion did this legacy make upon a cer- 
tain peer, who refiled in this part of the 
country, thar he cultivated Pickle's acquam- 
. with great eagerneſs, and, without cir- 
cumlocution, offered to him in marriage his 

only dau ghter with a very conſiderable for- | 
tune. 
Our hero exvrelſca bimſelf, upon this oc- 
caſion, as became a man of honour, ſenfibility 
and politeneſs ; ; and frankly gave his lordihip 

to underſtand, that his heart was already e en⸗ 
5 „ 
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gaged. He was pleaſed with the opportunity 
of making ſuch a ſacrifice to his paſſion for 
Emilia, which, by this time, inflamed his 
thoughts to ſuch a degree of impatience, that 
he reſolved to depart for London with all 
poſſible ſpeed ; and for that purpoſe, indu- 
ſtriouſly employed almoſt every hour of his 
time in regulating his domeſtic affairs. He 
paid off all his father's ſervants, and hired o- 
thers, at the recommendation of his fitter, 
who promiſed to ſuperintend his houſehold in 
his abſence : he advanced the firſt half yearly 
Payment of his mother's jointure ; and as for 
his brother Gam, he gave him divers oppor- 


tunities of acknowledging his faults, ſo as that 5 


he might have anſwered to his own conſcience 
for taking any ftep in his favour ; but that 
young gentleman was not yet ſufficiently hum- 
bled by misfortune, and not only forbore 
to make any overtures of peace, but alſo took 
all occaſions to ſlander the conduct and revile 
the perſon of our hero, being, in this prac- 
tice, comforted and abetted by his righteous 
mamma. 3 5 
Every thing being thus ſettled for the pre- 
ſent, the triumvirate ſet out on their return 
to town, in the ſame manner with that in 
which they had arrived in the country, ex- 
cept in this ſmall variation, that Hatchway's 
chaiſe companion was now the valet de cham- 
bre refitted, inſtead of Pipes, who, with ano— 
ther lacquey, attended them on horſeback. 
When they had performed two thirds of their 
way to London, they chanced to overtake a 
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country ſquire, on his return from a viſit to 


one of his neighbours, who had entertained 
him with ſuch hoſpitality, that (as the lieute- 


nant obſerved) he rolled himſelf almoſt gun- 


wale to, at every motion of his horſe, which 


was a fine hunter : and when the chaiſes paſ- 


fed him at full ſpeed he ſet up the ſportman's 


hollow, in a voice that founded like a French 


horn, clapping ſpurs to Sorrel, at the ſame 
time, in order to Senp up with the pace of y_ 


machine: | 
Peregri ine, who Was RS with an un- 


common flow of ſpirits, ordered his poſtilion 
to proceed more ſoftly ; and entered into con- 
verſation with the ſtranger, touching the 


make and mettle of his horle, upon which he 


deſcanted with ſo much Jews ning, that the 


ſquire was aſtoniſhed at his knowledge. 
When they approached his habitation, he in- 


vited the young gentleman and his company 


to halt, and drink a bottle of bis ale; and was 


ſo prefling in his ſolicitation that they com- 


plied with his requeſt. He accordingly con— 
ducted them through a ſpacious avenue, that 
extended as far as the highway, to the gate 
of a large chateau, of a molt noble and vener- 


able appearance, which induced them to a- 


light and view the apartments, contrary to 


their firſt intention of drinking a a of his 


October at the door. 
The rooms were every way ſuirable to the 
magnificence of the outlide, and our hero ima- 


gined they had made a tour through the 
whole ſweep, when the landlord gave him to 
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underſtand, that they had not yet ſeen the beſt 
apartment of the houſe, and immediately led 
them into a ſpacious dining room, which Pe- 
regrine did not enter without giving manifeſt 
ſigns of uncommon aſtoniſhment. The pan- 

nels all round were covered with portraits, at 
full length, by Vandyke ; and not one of 
them appeared without a ridiculous tye- pe- 
riwig, in the ſtyle of thoſe that uſually hang 

over the ſhops of two-penny barbers. The 
ſtrait boots in which the figures had been ori- 
gmally painted, and the other circumſtances 


of attitude and drapery, ſo inconſiſtent with 


this monſtrous furniture of the head, exhibit. 
ed ſuch a ludicrous appearance, that Pickle's 
wonder, in à little time, gave way to his 
mirth, and he was ſeized with a violent fit of 
laughter, which had well nigh deprived bim 
of his breath. 
The ſquire, half pleaſed and half N 
at this expreſhon of ridicale, “ I know (ſaid 
he) what makes you laugh fo woefully : you 
think it ſtrange to zee my vorefathers booted 
and ſpurred, with huge three-tailed peri- 
wigs on their pates, The truth of the mat- 
ter is this; I could not bide to zee the pic- 
tures of my vamily with a parcel of looſe hair 
hanging about their eyes, like 20 many colts; 
and zo I employed a Painter vellow from Lon- 
don to clap decent periwips upon their ſkulls, 
at the rate of vive ſhillings a-head, and offered 
him three thillings a-piece to furniſh each 
with an handzome pair of thoes and ſtockings: 
but the raſcal, thinking I muſt have *em done 
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at any price after their heads were covered, 
haggled with me for vour ſhillings a picture; 
and zo, rather than be impoſed upon, I turn- 
ed him off, and thall let 'em ſtand as they are, 
till zome more reaſonable brother of the n 
comes round the country. 

Pickle commended his reſolution, though ir in 
his heart, he bleſſed himſelf from ſuch a bar- 
barous Goth; and, after they had diſpatched 
two or three bottles of his beer, they pro- 
ceeded on their journey, and arrived in town 
about eleven at night. 


'© 1 A P. che Laſt. 
He enjoys an interview with Emilia, and makes 


himſelf ample amends for all the 1 
tions of his life, 


| ODFREY, who had taken leave of his 
fitter, on pretence of making a ſhort 
excurſion with Peregrine, whoſe health re- 
quired the enjoyment of freſh air after his 
long confinement, ſent a meſſage to her that 
tame night, announcing his arrival, and giving 
her notice that he would breakfaſt with her 
next morning ; when he and our hero, who 
had dreſſed himſelf for the purpoſe, taking 
a hackney-coach, repaired to her lodging, and 
Were introduced into a parlour adjoining to 

that in which the tea-table was ſet. Here 
they had not waited many minutes when they 
heard the ſound of feet coming down ſtairs; 
upon which our hero's heart began to beat 
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the alarm. He concealed himſelf behind the 
ſcreen by the direction of his friend, whoſe 
ears being ſaluted with Sophy” s voice from the 
next room, he flew into it with great ardour a 
and enjoyed upon her lips the ſweet tranſports. 
of a meeting ſo unexpected; for he had left 
her in her father's houſe at Windſor. 
_ Amidſt theſe emotions, he had almoſt for- 
got the ſituation of Peregrine ; when Fmilia, 
aſſuming an enchanting air, © Is not this 
(aid ſhe) a molt provoking ſcene to a young 
woman, like me, who am doomed ts wear the 
willow by the ſtrange caprice of my lover ? 
Upon my word, brother, you have done me 
infinite prejudice, in promoting this jaunt with 
wy obſtinate correſpondent ; who, I ſuppoſe, 
is fo raviſhed with this tr anfient olimpſe of li- 
berty, that he will never be perſuaded to in- 
cur unneceſſary confinement for the future.“ 
% My dear ſiſter, (replied the captain, taunt- 
ingly) your own pride ſet him the example; fo 
you mult een {ſtand to the conſequence of his 
mitation.,? - „ *Tis a hard caſe, however, 
| {anſwered the fair offender) that I ſhould ſufter 
all my life by one venial treſpaſs. Heigh ho! 
who would imagine that a ſprightly girl, ſuch 
as 1, with ten thouſand pounds, ſhould go a 
begging? I have a good mind to marry the 
next perſon that aſks me the queſtion, in or- 
der to be revenged upon this unyielding hu- 
mouriſt. Did the dear fellow diſcover no in- 
clination to fee me, in all the term of his re- 
leaſcment? Well, if ever I can catch the 
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fugitive again, he ſhall ny" in his cape for 


life.“ 


It is impachdle to convey to the reader a4 
Jaſt idea of Peregrine's tranſports, while he 


overheard this declaration; which was no 


ſooner pronounced, than, unable to reſiſt the 


impetuoſity of his paſſion, he ſprung from his 


lurking place, exclaiming, * Here I ſurren- 
der;“ and ruſhing into her preſence, was ſo 


- dazzled with her beauty, that his ſpeech fail- 


ed: he was fixed, like a ſtatue, to the floor; 


and all his faculties were abſorpt in admira- 


tion. Indeed, ſhe was now in the full bloom 
of her charms; and it was nearly impoſſible to 


look upon her without emotion. What then 


muſt have been the extaſy of our youth, whoſe 
paſſion was whetted with all the incitements 
Which could ſtimulate the human heart! The 
ladies ſcreamed with ſurpriſe at his appear- 


ance, and Emilia underwent ſuch agitation 
as fluſhed every charm with irreſiſtible ener- 


gy : her cheeks glowed with a moſt delicate 
| fuffuſion, and her boſom heaved with ſuch 
bewitching undulation, that the cambric could 
not conceal or contain the ſnowy hemiſpheres 


that roſe like a viſion of paradiſe to his view. 


While he was almoſt fainting with unutter- 27 
able delight, ſhe ſeemed ready to link under 
the tumults of tenderneſs and confuſion ; 
when our hero, perceiving her condition, 0- 


beyed the impulſe of his love, and circled the 


charmer in his arms without ſuffering the 
leaſt frown or ſymptom of diſpleaſure. Not 
all the pleaſures of his life had amounted o 
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the ineffable joy of this embrace, in which be 


continued for ſome minutes totally entranced. 


He faſtened upon her pouting-lips, with all 


the eagerneſs of rapture; and, while his 


brain ſeemed to whirl round with tranſport, 


exclaimed in a delirium of bliſs, “ Heaven 
and earth! this is too much to bear,” e 
His imagination was accordingly relieved, 
and his attention in fome meaſure divided by 
the interpoſition of Sophy, who kindly chid 
him for his having overlooked his old friends: 
thus accoſted, he quitted his delicious armful, 
and, faluting Mrs Gauntlet, aſced pardon tor 
his neglect ; obſerving, that ſuch rudeneſs was 
excuſeable, conſidering the long and nnhappy 
_ exile v. hich he had ſuffered from the jewel of 
his ſoul. Then turning to Emilia, I am 
come, madam, (faid he) to claim the perform- 
ance of your promiſe, which I can produce 
under your own fair hand: yon may, there- 
fore, lay alide all ſuperfluous ceremony and 
thyneſs, and crown my happineſs without far- 
ther delay: for, upon my foul ! my thoughts 
are wound up to the laſt pitch of expectation, 
and 1 ſhall certainly run diſtracted, if I am 
_ doomed to any term of probation.” 
His miſtreſs, having by this time e 
herſelf, replied with a moſt exhilerating ſmile, 
66 K- ought to puniſh you for your obſtinacy, | 
with the mortitication of a twelvemonth's trial; 
but 'tis dangerous to tamper with an admirer 
of your diſpoſition, and therefore, I think, I 
muſt make ſure of you while it is in my 
power.“ Lou are willing, they, to take 
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me for better for worſe, in preſence of hea- 
ven and theſe witneſſes Y cried Peregrine, 
kneeling, and applying her hand to his lips. 


At this mterrozation her features ſoftened into 


oO 
an amazing expreſſion of condeſcending love; 


and while the darted a ſide-glance, that thril- 
led to his marrow, and heaved a ſigh more 


ſoft than Zephyr's balmy wing, her anſwer 
was, © Why—ay——and heaven grant me 


Patience to bear the humours of ſuch a yoke- 


fellow.” © And may the ſame powers (re- 


plied the youth) grant me life and opportunity 
to manifeſt the immenſity of my love, Mean 
while, I have eighty thouſand PO, which | 


thall be laid immediately in your lap.“ 
So laying, he ſealed the contract upon her 


lips, and explained the myſtery of his laſt 
words, which had begun to operate upon the 


wonder of the two lifters. Sophy was agree- 


ably ſurpriſed with the account of his good 
_ fortune : nor was it, in all probability, unac- 
ceptable to the lovely Emilia; though, from 
this information, ſhe took an opportunity to 
upbraid her admirer with the inflexibility of 
his pride, which, (the ſcrupled not to ſay), 
would have baffled all the {pggeltions of his 
paſſion, had not it been en by this 2 


vidential event. 


Matters being thus happily auured, the 


Jover begged that immediate recourſe might 


be had to the church, and his happineſs aſcer- 


tained before night, But the bride objected, 


with great vehemence, to ſuch precipitation, 
being deſirous of her mothers preſence | at the 2 
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ceremony; and ſhe was ſeconded in her opi- 
nion by her brother's wife. Peregrine, mad- 
dening with deſire, aſſaulted her with the molt _ 
earneſt entreaties, repreſenting, that, as her 
mother?s conſent was already obtained, there 
were ſurely no neceſſity for a delay that muſt 
infallibly make a dangerous impreſſion upon his 
brain and conſtitution. He fell at her feet, 
in all the agony of impatience; ſwore that his 

life and intellects would actually be in jeopardy 
by her refuſal; and when ſhe attempted to 
argue him out of his demand, began to rave 
with ſuch extravagance, that Sophy was fright- 
ened into conviction; and Godfrey enforcing 
the remonſtrances of his friend, the amiable 
Emilia was teized into compliance. 
After breakfaſt the bridegroom and his com- 
panion ſet ont for the Commons for a licence, 
having firſt agreed upon the houſe at Which 
the ceremony ſhould be performed, in the 
lodgings of the bride : and the permiſſion be- 
ing obtained, they found means to engage a 
cler gyman, who undertook to attend them at 
their own time and place. Then a ring was 
purchaſed for the occaſion ; and they went in 
ſearch of the lieutenant, with whom they 
dined at a tavern, and not only made him 
acquainted with the ſteps they had taken, but 
deſired that he would ſtand god. father to the 
bride : an employment which Jack accepted 
with demonſtrations of particular ſatisfaction; 
'till chancing to look into the ſtreet, and ſee. 
ing Cadwallader approach the door, in conſe- 
quence of a meſſage they had ſent to him by 
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Pipes, he declined the office in favour of the 
ſenior; who was accordingly ordained for 


that purpoſe, on the ſuppolition, that ſuch a 


mark of regard might facilitate his concur- 


rence with a match, which, otherwiſe, he 
would certainly oppoſe, as he was 2 profeſ- 
ſed enemy to wedlock, and, as yet, Goran 
of Peregrine's intention. 

After having congratulated Pickle upon his 


ſucceſſion, and ſhook his two friends by the 
hand, the miſanthrope aſked whoſe mare was 
dead, that he was ſummoned in ſuch a plaguy 


hurry from his dinner, which he had been 


fain to gobble up like a cannibal, Our hero 
gave him to underſtand, that they had made 
an appointment to drink tea with two agree - 
able ladies, and were unwilling that he ſnould 
loſe the opportunity of enjoying an entertain- 
ment which he loved ſo much. Crabtree, 
ſhrivelling up his face, like an autumn leaf, 
at this intimation, curſed his complaiſance, 
and ſwore they thould keep their afſignatiog 
without him ; for he and letchery had ſhook | 


hands many year s ago. 
The bridegroom, however, ene him 


unto an old coachman, who ill delights in 


the ſmack of the whip, and dropping ſome 


flattering hints of his manhood, even at theſe 
years, he was gradually prevailed upon to ac- 
company them to the place of rendezvous; 


where, being uſhered into a dining-room, they 


had nor waited three minutes, when they were 
joined by the parſon who had obſerved the 5 


hour with great nen. 
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This gentleman no ſooner entered the 
room, than Cadwallader, in a whiſper to 
Gauntlet, aſked, if that was not: the cock- 
bawd ? and before the captain could make 
any reply, What an unconſcionable whore- 
maſter the rouge is! (ſaid he) ſcarce diſchar- 
ed from confinement, and ſweetened with a 
little freſh air, than he wenches with a pimp 
in canonicals in his pay.” The door again 


opened, and Emilia broke in upon them, _ 


with ſuch dignity of mien, and divnity of aſ- 
pect, as inſpired every ſpectator with aſtoniſh-. 
ment and admiration. The lieutenant, who 
| had not ſeen her ſince her charms were ripe- 
ned into ſuch perfection, expreſſed his won- 
der and approbation in an exclamation of 
„ Add's zooks! what a glorious galley 
and the miſanthrope's viſage was inſtantly me- 
tamorphoſed into the face of a mountain- goat. 
He licked his lips inſtinctively, ſnuffed the air, 
and ſquinted with a moſt horrible obliquity of 
-- vifion.-"- -- 
The bride and her ſiſter being ſeated, and 
Hatchway having renewed his acquaintance 
with the former, who recognized him with 
particular civility, Peregrine withdrew into 
another apartment with "his friend Crabtree, 
to whom he imparted the deſign of this meet- 
ing, which the latter no ſooner underſtood, , 
than he attempted to retreat, without making 
any other reply than that of «© Pihaw ! rot 
your matrimony | can't you put your neck in 


the nooſe, without my being a witnefs * 
your folly?» OS: 
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The young gentleman, i in order to vanquiſh 


this averſion, ſtepped to the door of the 
next room, and begged the favour of ſpeak- 
ing with Emilia, to whom he introduced 
the teſty old batchelor, as one of his par- 


ticular friends, who deſired to have the ho- 


nour of giving her away. The bewitching 


ſmile with which ſhe received his ſalute, 
and granted his requeſt, at once over- 
came the diſapprobation of the miſanthrope, 


who with a relaxation in his countenance, 
which had never been perceived before that 


inſtant, thanked her in the moſt polite terms 


for fuch an agreeable mark of diſtinction. 
He accordingly led her into the dining- room, 
where the ceremony was performed without 


delay; and after the huſband had aſſerted his 


_ prerogative on her lips, the whole company 
ſaluted her by the name of Mrs Pickle, 


I ſhall leave the ſenſible reader to judge 


what paſſed, at this juncture, within the bo- 
ſoms of the new married couple: Peregrine's 
heart was fired with inexpreſſible ardour and 


impatience ; while the tranſports of the bride 
were mingled with a daſh of diffidence and 


apprehenſion, Gauntlet ſaw it would be too 


much for both, to bear their preſent tantaliz- 


ing ſituation RT night, without ſome amuſe- 


ment to diverge their thoughts; and there- 
fore propoted to pats part of the evening at 


the public entertainment in Marybone-pgar- 
dens, which were at that time frequented by 
the belt company in town, The ſcheme was 


reliſhed by the diſcreet Sophy, Who law the _ 
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meaning of the propoſal, and the bride fab. 
mitted to the perſuaſion of her ſiſter ; ſo that, 


after tea, two coaches were called, :and pe. 
regrine was forcibly ſeparated from his char- 


mer during the conveyance. 
The new married couple and their compa- 
ny having made ſhift to ſpend the evening, 


and ſupped on a flight collation in one of the 
boxes, Peregrine's patience was almoſt quite 
exhauſted ; and taking Godfrey aſide, he im- 


parted his intention to withdraw in private 


from the ſea- wit of his friend Hatchway, 
who would, otherwiſe, retard his bliſs, with 


unſeaſonable impediments, which, at preſent, 


he could not poſſibly bear. Gauntlet, Who 


ſympathiz ed with his impatience, undertock 


to intoxicate the lieutenant with bumpers to 
the joy of the bride, and, in the mean time, 


deſired Sophy to retire wich his filter under 


the auſpices of Cadwallader, who promled tc to 


ſquire them home. 
The ladies were accordingly conducted to 


the coach, and Jack propoſed to the captain, 


that, for tbe ſake of the joke, the bridegroom 


ſhould be plied with liquor, in ſuch a manner 
as would effectually diſable him from enjoying 


the fruits of his good fortune for one night at 


leaſt. Gauntlet ſeemed to reliſh the ſcheme, 
and they prevailed upon Pickle to accompany 
them to a certain tavern, on pretence of 
drinking a farewel glaſs to a ſingle life ; there 
the bottle was circulated ?wll. Hatchway? . 
brain began to ſuffer innovation. As he had 
Feured our hero s hat and word, he felt no 
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apprehenſion of an elopement, which, how. 


ever, was effected; and the youth haſtened 
on the wings of love to the arms of his en- 
chanting bride. He found Crabtree in a par- 


Jour waiting for his return, and diſpoſed to 
entertain him with a lecture upon temperance z 
to which he paid very little attention, but 
ringing for Emilia's maid, deſired to know if 
her miſtreſs was a-bed. Being anſwered in 


the affirmative, he ſent her up ſtairs to an- 
nounce his arrival, undreſſed himſelf to a a 
looſe gown and ſlippers, and wiſhing the miſ- 


anthrope good -night, after having deſired to 


fee him next day, followed in perſon the de- 


| Hicious ſcene, where he found her elegantly 
diſhed out, the faireſt daughter of chaſtity 


and love. 
When he appr oached, ſhe was overwhelm-. 


od with confuſion, and hid her lovely face 


from his tranſporting view. Mrs Gauntlet, 
ſeeing his eyes kindled at the occaſion, kiſſed 


her charming ſiſter, who, throwing her ſnowy 
arms about her neck, would have detained _ 


her in the room, had not Peregrine gently 


diſengaged her confidante from her embrace, 


and conducted her trembling to the door; 


Which having bolted and barricadoed, he pro- 


 flited by his good fortune, and his felicity was 
| perfect. 


Next day he roſe about noon, and "TRE 


his three friends aſſembled, when he learned 
that Jack had fallen in his own ſnare, and been 


obliged to lie in the ſame tavern whor e he fell: 


a circumſtance of which he was ſo much a- 
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meaning of the propoſal, and the bride ſub. 
mitted to the perſuaſion of her ſiſter; ſo that, 
after tea, two coaches were called, "and Pe. 
regrine was forcibly ſeparated from his char- 
mer during the conveyance. ' 
I) be new married couple and their compa- 
ny having made ſhift to ſpend the evening, 
and ſupped on a {light collation in one of the 
boxes, Peregrine's patience was almoſt quite 
exhauſted ; and taking Godfrey aſide, he im- 


_ _ Þarted his intention to withdraw in private 


from the ſea- wit of his friend Hatchway, 
who would, otherwiſe, retard his bliſs, with 

| unſeaſonable impediments, which, at preſent, 
he could not poſſibly bear. Gauntlet, who 
ſympathized with his impatience, undertook 
to intoxicate the lieutenant with bumpers to 
the joy of the bride, and, in the mean time, 
deſired Sophy to retire with his {filter under 
the auſpices of Cadwallader, who promiſed to 
ſquire them home. 


The ladies were accordingly conducted to 


the coach, and Jack propoſed to the captain, 
that, for tbe ſake of the joke, the bridegroom 
ſhould be plied with liquor, in ſuch a manner 
as would effectually diſable him from enjoying 
the fruits of his good fortune for one night at 
leaſt. Gauntlet ſeemed to reliſh the ſcheme, 
and they prevailed upon Pickle to accompany | 
them to a certain tavern, on pretence of 
drinking a farewel glaſs to a ſingle life ; there 
the bottle was circulated ?till Hatchway' 8 
| brain began to ſuffer innovation. As he had 
| fecured our hero's hat and ſword, he felt no 
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_ apprehenſion of an elopement, which, how- 
ever, was effected; and the youth haſtened 
on the. wings of love to the arms of his en- 
chanting bride. He found Crabtree in a par- 


lour waiting for his return, and diſpoſed to 
entertain him with a lecture upon temperance; 


to which he paid very little attention, but 


ringing for Emilia's maid, deſired to know if 


her miſtreſs was a-bed. Being anſwered in 
the affirmative, he ſent her up ſtairs to an- 


nounce his arrival, undreſſed himſelf to a a 
| looſe gown and ſlippers, and wiſhing the miſ- 


anthrope good -night, after having deſired to 


ſee him next day, followed in perſon the de- 
licious ſcene, where he found her elegantly 
diſhed out, the faireſt at of chaſtity 


and love. 


When he appr aka, ſhe was overwhelm. | 

ed with confuſion, and hid her lovely face 

from his tranſporting view. Mrs Gauntlet, 
ſeeing his eyes kindled at the occaſion, kiſſed 


her charming ſiſter, who, throwing her ſnowy 
arms about her neck, would have detained 


her in the room, had not Peregrine gently 


diſengaged her confidante from her embrace, 


and conducted her trembling to the door; 


Which having bolted and barricadoed, he pro- 


fjlted by his good Tune, and his Felony was 
perfect. | | 
Next day he roſe about noon, and found 


his three friends aſſembled, when he learned 
that Jack had fallen in his own ſnare, and been 


obliged to lie in the ſame tavern whe e he fell; 
a circumſtance of which he was ſo much a- 
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ſhamed, that Peregrine and his wife eſcaped 
many jokes, which he would have certain- 
ly cracked, had he not lain under the im- 
putation of this diſgrace. In half an hour af- 
ter he came down, Mrs Pickle appeared with 
Sophy, bluſhing like Aurora or the goddeſs of 
health, and ſending forth emanations of beauty 
_unpar alleled : the was complimented upon her 
change of ſituation by all preſent, and by none 
more warmly than by old Crabtree, who de- 
clared himſelf ſo well ſatisfied with his friend's 
fortune, as to be almoſt reconciled to that inſti- 
tution againſt which he had declaimed during ; 
the beſt part of his life, _ 
An expreſs was immediately diſpatched to 
| Mrs Gauntlet with an account of her daugh- 


ter's marriage; a town-houſe was hired, and 


an handfome equipage ſet up, in which the 
new married pair appeared at all public places, 
to the aſtoniſhment of our adventurer's fair- 
weather fr iends, and the admiration of all the 
world : for, in point of figure, ſuch another 
couple was not to be found in the whole uni- 
ted kingdom. Envy deſpaired, and detraction 
Was {truck dumb, when our heros new ac- 
ceſſion of fortune was conſigned to the cele- 
bration of public fame: Emilia attracted the 
notice of all obſervers, from the pert templar 
to the Sovereign himſelf, who was pleaſed to 


beſtow encomiums upon the excellence of her 
beauty. Many perſons of conſequence, who 


had dropped the acquaintance of Peregrine 
in the beginning of his decline, now made 
open oltarts. to cultivate his friendilup anew : 
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but he diſcouraged all theſe advances with the 


moſt mortifying diſdain z and one day, when 


the nobleman whom he had formerly obliged, 
came up to him in the drawing-room, with 
the ſalutation of Your ſervant, Mr Pickle ;? 
he eyed him with a look of ineffable contempt, 
ſaying, I ſuppoſe your lordſhip is miſtaken 
in your man,” and turned his head another 


way, in preſence of the whole court, 


When he had made a circuit round all the 
places frequented by the beau-monde, to the 
utter confuſion of thoſe againſt whom his re- 
ſentment was kindled ; paid off his debts, and 
ſettled his money matters in town ; Hatchway 
was diſmiſſed to the country, in order to pre- 
pare for the reception of his fair Emilia. In 
a few days after his departure, the Whole 

company (Cadwallader himſelf included) ſet 

out for his father's houſe, and, in their way, 

took up Mrs Gauntlet the mother, who was 
lincerely rejoiced to fee our hero in the capa- 
city of her ſon-in-law, From her habitation: 
they proceeded homewards at an ealy pace, 
and, amidſt the acclamations of the whole pa- 
riſh, entered their own houſe, where Emilia 
was received in the moſt tender manner, by Mr 
Clover's wife, who had provided every thing 
for her eaſe and accommodation, and, next 
day, ſurrendered unto her the management 
of her own houſehold affairs. 
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